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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

Tre fellowing pages, made up chiefly from the columne of the
Cape Town Mail, contain a report of the trial of Field-comet Awoares

 Botma, for High Treason.

This case assumed im ca from the long, faithful, and highly
meritorious eonduet of the Priaonﬂ, TR |;uh]ic officer, in charge of a
district durih.g‘rncu, and in command of = body of men during war,
when his loyally wes as devoted and unimpugned as his bravery
was distinguished.”

Nor was this all. * The case of ¢the Queen versus Andries Botha,"'*
says the editor of the Grakam's Town Jowrnalt *is in reality the
caso of *The Colonists versus the Kat River Settlement.'” Without
endorsing the opinion of this partisan journalist to the full extent of
the terms in w thit[lenm_!red, it is enough that we have the ad-
misgion extorted from him, it may be by the force of truth, that
the late eriminal prosscution of Botha, was agsinst him less as an |
individual than as an inbabitant of the Kat River Settlement. This
consideration alone will secure for it & degree of attention througheow
the civilised world corresponding to the intereat felt in the welfare of
the coloured classes geneeally. If the object of the prosecution was thus
two-fold, the convietion of the man and the convielion ofthe community
of which be was a member—for wuch, “in reelity,” the re ntative
of that scetion of the colonista to whom Botha owes chiefly the late
criminal proceedings against him, would have us to believe—we
cannot greatly err in viewing those proceedings, as they affect the
interests of each respectively.

“Who''—asks the Journal—* who is Andries Botha? The answer
is, & Fieldcornet in the Kat River, admitted all to have
exercised there extensive influence,” The puablic ¥ then seeks a

ly to the question, “How came the man, whose intrepidily and
mulitary skill, extending nearly over the whole of his active life, have
won the highest euloginmas of his superior officers, and whose deeds of
valour, after the tragic affair at 'z Hill, and in the fastneases
of the Amatola, are sfill fresh in memory—such a man ss Botha, now
in his old mge and with a shattered constitution, with everything
to lose and nnthinf to gain—how came he to be suspecied nr'lfm:.g
committed himself o 8o wicked and deaperate an enterprise™ss that
alleged against him " The t enigma admits of ensy solution,

Tt was known to the Col Government, and to many in the com-
munity, that the feelings of the a!ﬁd Field-cornet had been viclently
outraged by the b out of Gonahs, in his field-cometey, in
June, 1850, by the Kafir police under the direction of the then
Besident M —one of these men, filled with that spirit of
reven inr to & barbarous foe, crying out In fiendish triumph,
“ ¥ we drive Botha from the Blinkwater, as he drove us from
the Amatola last war;""1 and more recently mmnﬂ by an attack
made upon him in January, 1851, when in the discharge of the loyal
ﬂrytyol' escorting the present Magistrate, J. H. Wienand, Esq., to

ort §

A portion of the frontier colonists, probably not & large one, seemed
to exult in the hope that Botha, driven to desperation and stung to

* Siatemend of Li.~Col Bulton, p. 147, Evideves of Blr Andriss Stockenstrom, p. 148,

t Grakam's Tewn Journal, Wih May, 1802,

1 Letter of Fiald-comet Andries Botha to Governor Bir B, Bmith; dated Baxten, 285ad
Juns, 1884, Evidenes of Hev. James Read, p. 144,

§ Grakgin's Town Jowrsal, tth Pebeasry, 1851



