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>‘“ mifcellaneous Writings of the late
r.“r:'; a.cmmpli.{hed: tranflator of Arifto-
' phanes—hitherto buried in the bulky
* or voluminous publications to which they were ori-
ginally contributed—{hould be colletted together
in a feparate volume, with fuch minimum of in-
troduction and comment as might feem neceflary,
and rendered eafily acceffible to the general pub-
lic, who have hitherto fcarcely had an opportunity
of pronouncing their verdict on his rare and fin-
gular genius.  Of this idea the prefent venture is
the refult.

Jonn HooxHam FRERE was born on the 218t
of May, 176g. He was the eldeft fon of John
Frere, Efy., of Roydon Hall, Norfolk, His fa-
ther {at in Parliament as Member for Norwich,
and had evidently fome of the literary taftes which
the more famous fon inherited, as we find he.was
a Fellow of the Royal Society, and of the Society
of Antiquaries. His mother was Jane, only
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daughter of John Hookbam, Efg. of Beddington

Surrey.

In his fixteenth year he was fent to Eton,
where he formed a friendfhip with his fellow-
collegian George Canning, which continued un-
abated during their joint lives.! In 1786 the two
fchoolfellows embarked together in a fmall literary
undertaking. They ftarted, on the fixth of No-
vember in that year, a periodical publication en-
titled ** The Microcofm,” which appeared every
Monday until the thirtieth July of the following
year. Eton itfelf was a juspimoouos, or little
world, from which they began to look out with
hope and ambition into the larger world beyond
—its interefts and affairs. To this work, which
extended to forty numbers, Frere contributed five
papers, remarkable for their clear pellucid fiyle
and juftnefs of thought and criticifm, though
fearcely evincing the power and originality which
he fubfequently difcovered as a tranflator.®* In
the latter capacity he firft diftinguithed himfelf by
a tranflation into Anglo-Norman of an Anglo-
Saton poem on Athelitan's Vifory at Brunan-
burg, printed by his friend George Ellis in his
Specimens of Englith Poetry, which won him

¥ Canning waz Frere's junior by juft 2 year, having been
bom .ﬂphi 1m, 1770. Frere, however, furvived his friend,
as we (hall fee, for nearly twenty years.

¥ ¢ The Microcofm, a Periodical Work, by Gregory
i Grifhn.” Windior, printed for C. Knight, 1787,



