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FOX FAMILY

To the Emrors oF THE Wittias axp Mary CuoarTeeLy:

1 think that we, who have possession of points that have never heen
published should divirlze thom, especially in such cases as that of the vexed
genealopy of the Fox line in Virginia, for instance, which arises from the
destritction of 38 pany records in the Od Dominion,.  With this-motive
in view, I am glad to give the following data:

In Spottsylvanin, Will Bonk A shows that Joseph Fox took out “Mar-
rage Lyeence £1," when e wedded Susanisall Smith.  Now, by the land-
ness- of Mrs. Limda Fox Walker, of Louisa, a descendant, T have a lisy
af the children of Jogeph Fox (1yoz-izee), amd Susannabh Smith (170r-
tpo0d, as taken from an old prayor book owned by Miss Lucy Wash, an-
piher descendant, of Lowisa County, whom I met and who is still sprichtly
aid pracions at the age of mnety or over:

Toseph, bor' Janvary, 1730,

An, born Aumust, 17320

Thomzas, lwrn Felruary, 1733

Susantah, born April o736

Flizahethk, hom May, 1738 (Elizabeth Fox Price departed this life,
Aprml 1g, 181y, deed 7o)

Jokin, born March, 1730 died Saturday, March 5, 1803 married Grace
Young, Thuralsy, September 6, 1764, and had these children:

Jozeph, born Sunday, Jone 23, 1763 died Wednesday, Sepromber
10, 1705,

Susznnah Smith, born Friday, Fchroary 2o, 17657 ; married Thitrs-
day, June 11, 1785, Thomas VWash

{Ann, remembered by her gragdmother, Susanuab Smith Fox,
in her will, a5 being the danghter of John Foxiis not here recarded ).

Franciz, born Fehruary, 1741,

Aenes, born March, 1744

Katy, born March, 1745, {Katy Fox Anderson departed this life, Feb-
riary 17, 1814

Sarah, the leat unfortonately torn off here, =0 we do not know the
date of her birth, or 3f there were other children born after her, which
iz rathier nnlikely, as Joseph Fox died in Decembier, 1740,

In an emled chancery cause in Augusta County (1788-1802), 1 find a
confirmation of this marriage of John Fox and Grace Young, and that
she was the daighter of Johin Young, of Gloucester, Mrs. Williame Carter
Stubibs, of New Orleans, a most painstaking genealogist and an anthority
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on Gloucester families, gives me from the Abingdon Parish Register,
which she copied in toto, the item that:
“Grage, the daughrer of John and Mary Young, was born March
{oth?), 1747, and Mary YWoung, her mother, died March 20, 1747."
Jozeph and lohn, above, the son: of the oldér Joseph, were, undoubt-
edly, 1 think, the Captains of the Rangers from Loussa County who wers
in the French and Indian War, 1755-1736, and John the Captain of the
Revolutionary Lowisa Militia, mentioned in 1777, This vounger Joseph
was, also. | think, the Joscph Fox who was a member of the Commites
of Freeholders; appointed Twesdav, January 31, 1775 at Westmoreland
Court House, to sec thar the Articles of the Association in Westmoreland,
which had been written by Richard Honky Lee and passed at Lecdstown,
Fobroary 27, 1700, were [aithfully observed in that comnty, according to
the direction of the Continental Congress. 1 think this becawse Joseph
Fox, of Westmoreland, conveycd 1o John Fox Soo acres on Coh Creck,
in Lousa, on Janvary 3o, 1772, Suwsannah Fox being anemtioned: and,
agait, Joseph aud John zell l2id in Looisa, about 17700 ;

Among the possessions of 1he elder Joseph wad 3 grant to him by
Geuree 1, January 4, 1535, 400 aeres, then i Hanover, lo-day i Lonfsa;
and o descendant, now living in Louisians, kas 2 sievey of this haod made
and simed by Washimgton, Qctolder G, 1773, Toseph was one of the cou=
try penttemen whio were on erms of ithnacy with Waslington and often
wenll Tiueting with B Loman

Insteal of the foregoing list of childeen of John and Grace, Advood
Wash (born i7on), onc of their descendants and the father of the Aiss
Lucy Wash, herein refoerred o, pives this cnumerztion of themys

Josepling, married Miss Snead o Fluviuna, (1F the'item aboye
atoil the death of Joscph;, son of Tohn and Grace, as a0 mbaul, is
gorrect, then this may le oo of those cases whers, wizhing to per-
petuate a certain [amily name, ag bepe that of the erandfather,
Joseph, 4 sceond son was so named when the first one, bearing that
name, divd youne, as sometimes Tappeted.)

Jobn (“Fack™), married Miss Marin Smodk, of Richmond,

Charcles (Charles James ?), never married,

Mathaniel, killed by lightning, when a boy.

Meredith.

Susannaly married Thomas Wash,

katy, marricd Nelson Jackson,

Betzey, married Jac. Burnley,

Follv, never married.

Mancy, never married.

{ Ann, again not mentioned, as she was in the will of her grand-
mather, Susannah, Chery: Could Nanoy be the pet name for Annt)
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By the courtesy of the Reverend C. Braxton Bryan, Recwor of Grace
Church, Petersbnrg, I have on old Book of Sermons, by the Reveremd
Izage Kimber, that once belonged to the Reverend John Fox, Rector of
Ware Churcle.  Tn il 1 the aotograph, John Fox, of Gloucester, September;
1753, while on' the title: page is written, John Fox, 1776, and Atwe Fo,
1o, theae last bemg, of course, John Fox, of "Greenwich,” and Anne
Masan. There is, also, the sutograph of Francis B, Whiting, stating that
the book was presented to lim by hiz beloved mother {Mary Hartwell
Fox); in 1823 and that it came into the possession of M, W. Keémp, in
1827. Tt was finally presented by John Randolph Bryan, of Eagle Pouit,
about 1858, to Mizs Maria Fax, of tie Reverend Jolm Fox family. On
thie inside page of the back cover was a number of notes in pencil which,
regretabily, seme one tried to erage and, mfortunately, with too: much
glcess, Lot | ocan still wmake out twe flems (e words o parentheses
bemig, apparently, what was written and Ating exactly inta the spaces,
the athier words and the date bemng ondoabbed § o

TRev. Jolin Fox (camie) over from England, vyarn, famd) sétded on
Yark (Tiver in) Gloneester Co., (o place which was called) ‘Creenwich,* "
and, ‘collaterally :

"Mz, OTivier's Mother's siater waz Mg Innig & her Motler was Eady
Couche, from Eagland,” (Gooch so spelled.)

1 am lrving o rescoe (e other itemy by photographic and ather pro-
cosses, bt am doubiful of oy sweeess. This s the sarliest date thar |
Iy yor seen in conncetion with the Foverend John Fox and leads to the
surmise that, probably heing o grovwm man o bave sottled al “Greenwich,™
he way, all the time, older than be bas penerally been thought to he during
his Vikgnna career. Some Have comjectured that e went to England for
his theological edacation and, possills for his urdination into the ministry,
copy of s {(Iatin) ficense to preach, dated Scptenbear 11, 1731, Deing
iy poseession, by the courtesy of Mr. Charles I Qlivier, of the University
of Virgimia, The lalest reiecence (o lom that I Gmd iz in the York records
i conncetion with his slave, Caffy, May 28, 1703, in which year he was,
alsa, a vizitor to Willipm and Mary.

I senid you & copy of his autogeaph as taken from this old book of
sermans, for your possible use Good hand-writing seems to lave heen
one of the fortomate acquirements of the Foxcs.

I encloze you, dlso, a pholograpl of the snuff-box given by Washinglon
to Nathasiel Fox, who was a Captain on his stall and made 3 Major on
the conclusion of hiz services on the closing of the Revolution. The same
is somewhat worn in the lapse of time, but the “N. Fox" can be made aut
in a strong Bight falling on the silver top. Thiz Major Nathanicl Fox {5
the ooe who hved at "Springheld” in- Hanover, where he died in 1822
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He was, according to Miss Martha L. W. Jones, of Richmaond, one of hie
descendants, the son of Thomas Fox and Philadelphia Claiborne, and, of
course, the grandson of Joseph and Susannah. He was twice married:
(1) to Marie King, and (2) to Suszn Prosser, he having by this fast ziz
children, the fifth of whom was Richard Fex, born Janpary 14, 1818, at
*Springfield,” dying Febiroary 0, 1807, having married, June 2 1841, Eliza-
Leth Jolnston, & lalf-sister ol Bishop Thomas U. Duodley. He had ten
children, among them Miss Julia Lee Fox, of New York City, who owns
this snuff-box; amil James McCraw Fox, born 1854, dying 1014, having
married lennie Deane Hall, by whom he had Richard Fox and two other
children, This youngest Richard inherited the charter membership of the
family in the Sociecty of the Cincinnat, of which, of eourse, his zrest-
grandiather, Major Nathiamel Fox, was one of the first members or
founiders, This family vet has a claim againzt the United States for sup-
plics furnished during the Revolution e the Continental army,

The relationslip of the Virginiz Foxes to the Sic Srephen Fox {1625
17y family of England b= confirmed by Mes, Linda: Fox Waalker 0 the
statement that Charles James: Fox, the starcsmign, sent to s “relatives in
Virginia™ zeveral presents of valuable jewelry, part of which, notahly
rubdes and pearts, st in & hrooch and eat-rings, was loaned by [z owner,
Charles James Fox, a Virgimia hachelor, seid to the zon of John and Grace,
b Diis cousin, Mary Moody {(who marnied Henry B Montagoe); and from
her it was stolem by a negro woman. The Fuxes aml Monmague: were
ancicntly related and, afterwards, intermarticd,  Meredith, Fox Montague,
of New York grandson of the aiove Henry B Montague amd Mary
Moody, 1ells e of a watch sent by Charles James Fox to the wile of one
of the Virginis Foxes, whose name he could not recall or mive with cars
tainty. This watch descended to s father, John TI. Mortagae, -who
marpied Linda Fox: and, when Richmotd was evaceated in April, 186z,
hie, for preater security, as he thought, plaged it in & safe in his office
which was borned up m the frethat followed. Explaining the reéason of
his: request, he plead with the Federal: to let him remove the safe
promptly, hut this they refused 1o do; so that, when the fire dicd down,
all he could fnd was a distorted mass of gold and other metal. Az he
remembered, this watch had two “supporters,” meaming, I suppose Lwo
pictires flanking the center of the face, portraits painted on this porecelain
dinl, ome of Frederick the Great and the other of his friend, Volkire
The Lachelor. Chuarles James Fox, had the Fox arms on wood, ‘which he
took - to Richmond to be refurbished and cepainted, and there it was oz
The éympathy of the statesinan, Charles James Fox. for the Ameriean
colomists and his efforts in their hehslf in Parlinment during the Revola-
tion are said to have been begotten and anspired. larpely, because of his
correspotidence with some of these kinamen of his in Virginia.
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The Reverend Thomas H. Fox, of Hanover, born 1753, son of Captain
Jehn (“Jack") Fox, born 176 (Captain John being the brother of the
Thomas Fox who married Leah Lipscomh). wrote on account of the
Fox family which I have and in which he says:

“T understand that that branch of the Fox family from which we
descended occupied a high official as well as social position in England,

“Ouur immediate ancestor in thizs country was Major John Fox, a
cavalier officer (wnder Prinee Rupert, a nephew of Charles the Firet),
who: distinguizhed himsell in the important engagements durhye the Civil
War, When Charles the First was taken prisen, he (Major John), es-
caped to Paris and there, with two hrother afficers, Coloncl Norwood and
Major Morrison, formed a plan to rescuc Charles from Carsbrooke
Caztle, on the Isle of Wight, whers he was eonfined.  They raised means
to pirchase a yache which they manned with eizhteen stout-hearted Englhish
yoomett,  Ascertaining that he had been removed, they sailed for London,
where they learned that their king had besn beheaded on the morming of
their arrival (Janary 3o, thgod.  Foiled in their purpose and not know-
e whal mizght mwait them, they embarked for America on board a vessel
called "The Virginia Merchant, on the zoth of September, 10640, and were
wroeked upon the shores of Accomack oo the Bl of November of the
same year.  oir William Berkeley, then Governor of the Colony, learning
thal zome whitc men were among the fodigns of the Eastern Shore, sent
mezzengers o liring them Lelore himg, and, ledrning their history, he gave
1o all of them Culonisl sppointments:. To Major Fox was assizocd the
enmmend at Ol Point Comfort which he held at the time thar Crommwelf's
trotps were =ent over fo the waters of Virginn fo redoce the 00
Dpmiion 1o suhjection.

“Major Fox's dezcondants subsequently seitled in Gloudester Coumty,
where they became guite influential and aequired lprge possessioms.  Hig
o and heir, Tenry Fox, received land in Gloucester County, o pGha:
ami] marricd Anoe West, granddanghier of Governor Jolin West, son of
Thomad West, wecond Lord Delaware

In this ‘are piven details that | Bave scen nowhere else, but 1 Iind no
confirmation of two statements: (1) that the name ef this oflicer wes
Majar fohin Fox, for, in England, L diseover but one ). Fox in the service
af Charles | (be being, apparently, & collector of supplics for the King), in
tiiese: lines :

“ Alchureh, 1o the thicd borough of, and the dssessors: of the monthly
contributions, of to pay to Worcester, March & 1643, Signed, J. Fox"

T eannot tell if this was John Fox o 3f the “1." stood for some other
name. (2} Norcan [ fnd that Major Fox was ever in command of Qld
Foimt Comifort {called, in those daye, Point Comfort), but the records
show that Major Morrison did have such command. 1 take it then, that
these two statermnents were unintentional on the parct of the writer, misin-
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formation, and that names and facls were confused, There are erroes
in the dates, too, but they closely approach Colonel Norwoeod's dates in
his Narralive of o Feyage to Firginte, which describes the coméing of these
theee giardsmen to the new land.

But, in Warburton's Prince Rupert, Mrs, Hutchinson's Memairs, Greg-
son's Loncashire Fragments, Peck™s Degiderata Curiose and  Secomb's
Hawge of Stanley, 1 find ample testimony as 1o the existence and martial
worth of Captain {afterwards Major) Richard Fox, who took part, for
instance, in defending Lathom House, the et of Lord Derhy, which was
carricd on, in his absence, by hig Cointess, Charlotte de 1a Tremonilie
(2 cousin of Prince Rupert), who was called “her she-Majesty generalis-
gima aver all” and of whom a Roundbead journal of the day satel that
“throe women had ruined tns kingdom : Eve, the Dueen and the Countess
of Derby”  Sir Walter has scr his impress upon this stege n his Pooerdd
of the Peak, so there is sufficient proofs. Caplain Hichard Foux was one
af the six captzimis i the beleapéred cazile, from February till May agth,
14, their dolies being azsigeed to them by lot.

"On Wednesday, April 1o, 1644 & gally waz made. (Gplain Fox, with
eators in the Eagle Tower, gave sigrals when o march and wenl o re-
ireal, aceording to the motion of ‘the enemy, whith he ph=erved at a
diztaioe”

(i Samrcday, April szh (the =ed having been Easter Monday), =
zally was made ar foir o'clock in the moming, e purpose of which was
to eaptire & mortar that basd been annosving 1he royalists very muoch. Cap-
tain Fooc took parl in this and hrought hack the morlar, Baving lifted 5t
o1 10 A tow deag, and, b strongth of men, drawn il into the house. Lo
auGio:

“ful gow neither ditches nor aught ele troubled oo soldiess, their
grand terror, the mortar prece, which had rightoned them from Lheir moat
and sleep, Iriug ke o desd lion quictly among them: evéry ong had s
eye aml his fool upon i, shouting amd] rejoicine as morrily as they used
ta do with theic ale and bagpipes. lndeed, every one had this estimation
of the service, that the mam work kad been done, and that wiiat was yet be-
hind was hut a mere pastime. . . . It was the preatest and most fortunate
exploit.  Her lndyship, though not often overcarried with any light ex-
pressions. of joy, yet religionsly sensihle of so great a blessing, znd de-
sirons, according (o her pious disposition, of ceturning acknowledgment
to the right author, God alone, commanded her chaplains to make & public
thanksgiving."

In fact, the Puritans temporarily gave up the siege on the second night
following, removing all their cannon kot one which they spitced.

Captain Richard Fox is referred to, later in the war, ag Major Fox
the 1itle by which he is called by Colonel Henry Norwood in his account
of their eventinl sea trip.
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