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TO

HIS GRACE

THOMAS

DUKES NEWCASTL E,

. Chancellor of the Univerfity of CAMBRIDGE.

- My LORD,
SSAEA H E N it was propofed to me by my
& Lord Bifbop of Chefler, that I fhould

y offer thefe Firft Fruits of my academical

much Satisfaction, -that I embraced the Propo-
¢ fal : Nothing doubting of your GrACE’s Favour to

a Member of that Unrverfity, which has been fo di-
Az " ftinguithed.



DEDICATIO N.

ftinguithed by your Regard, and more efpecially to a
Member of that Co/lege, which claims the Honour of
your GrRacE’s Education. But when the Homourable
Gentleman *, who has long been an Ornament to that
learned Body in general, and to our Society in par-
ticular, was pleafed to introduce my Caufe to your
GRACE, your ready and pleafing Acceptance of my
little Tribute, was no more than the Fruits of a rea-
fonable and well grounded Expeétation.

THE Author, here offered to your GRACE’s Pa-
tronage, was bappy in the Smiles and Protection of
the moft Noble and Worthy Princes : His Merits
were equal to their Efteem, his Gratitude no incon-
fiderable Means of perpetuating their Glory, and
thofe very Paflages, wherein he applauds his Bene-
fa&ors, fufficient Teftimonics of the Excellency of
their Judgment.

IT has been my Endeavour, that he thould lofe
none of his deferved Praife in an Englih Drefs ;
how far I have fucceeded, muft be left to the De-

* The Honourable Téomas Tewnfbend, Efq; Mcmber for the Univerfity of Cambridge.
: ; cifion



DEDICATION.
‘cifion of others: But I fhall efteem myfelf happy,
.if the acknowledged Worth of the futhor fhall re-

commend to your GRACE’s Regard, the more hum-
ble Labours of the Tranflator.

- Our Author and his Patrons are no more ; but
the Works of the one are the ftanding Memorials of
the Fame of both : And (in the Words of one of
our Poets)

----- What Reward

Than this more excellent, for Pow’r and Wealth
To gain the Stamp of Worth and honeft Fame,
Midft all Mankind ? This, this th’ Atride have :
When all the Plunder of old Prizm’s Houfe
And all their mighty Wealth is loft in Night,
And buried in Oblivien’s greedy Grave.

) et ‘THEOC. Encom. p. 196.

Suff'er me, my Lord, (without that Flattery which
have réndered Uedlcatmns infamous) heartily to with,
that your GRACE, like thefe illuftrious Perfons, may
gain the Stamp of #orth and honeft Fame, by di-
TR B TPV R RV recting



DEDICATION.

redting all your Actions,-—the leaft of which, in your
high Station, is important---to the Glory of God, the
Honour of your moft gracious Sovereign, and the
Good of your Country : That fo, when, like theirs,
your outward Splendor fhall be diminifhed, and you
fleep in Duft, your Fame may flourith in happy Im-.
mortality below, yourfelf may flourifh in far more
happy Immortality above. I am,

My LOR D,
With all duc Rejﬁcé?,
- Your GRACE’s mofl devoted,
moft obliged and obedient
 bupible Servam,

Merch 24-, 1755- W D
ILLIAM DobDp.’



PR ETFATC E

i § itis'the defign of the following notes to illuftrate and explain
fuch parts of the antient Mythology as occur in the hymns here
prefented to the reader in an Englift drefs, it may be proper, in

order to his forming a right judgment of particulars, to lay before hima -

general view of my {entiments concerning the rife and progrefs of what is
called Mythology in the world.  To dothis at large, and produce the proofs
and teftimonies that are neceflary from antiquity, wc:ulc}J vaftly exceed the
bounds of a preface, which obliges me to content myfelf at prefent with
giv.'lu:nﬁeunly a fhort fketch of what I take to be the true ftate of the cafe.

chief difficulty then, I apprebend, that attends an enquiry of this
kind, and has rendered fo many attempts fruitlefs, is the want of a.clue to
lead us regularly up to the fountain ; which muft have been originally one,
however afterwards, in their courfes, the flreams took different tinftures in
different ages and countries. For were we once well acquainted with the
nature and properties of the water at the [pring-head, we might eafily, by
following tl!:c current down again, perceive when and how it became adul~
terated and corrupted with adventitivus mixtures. The Mythology of the

Greeks and Remans, who lived in the midnight of Paganifm, juit chore the

day dawned, and the fan of righteoufnefs arofc upen the earth, is one vaft

ocean of confufion, which inguiphed into itfelf all the broken traditions of
theological, phyfical, and hifforical truths that came near it, and converted
them into fables, changing the truth of God (as the Apoftle (peaks of them)
intoa LIE. Accordingly, if we lock into the mufter-roll of their gods, and
the fadts related of them, we fhall find fome owe their birth to the great
things revealed to believers from the beginning concerning the Saviour of
the world, and what he was to be, to do, and to fuffer, for the falvation
of men, Thefe may be put to the fcore of thealogy. Ancther fet of gods
are the operations of naturc and the mechanical agents, that perform them,
deified, which may therefore be f2id to have a phyfical divinity ; while 2 third
part of the annals of heaven is made up of broken and digjointed fragments
concerning heroes and heroines that lived, or were reported to have lived,
and acted upon ecarth ; and thefe venerable perfonages cannor, I think, be

allowed more than an biflerical godhead,
Thefe 1 take to be the three grand fources of mythology ; and were thci
always kept diftin®, it might be no difficult matier, perbaps, to refer each:
: ’ 3 -



"P R E F A C E

copy to its original.  But the misfortune is, they are not ; for generally, if not
atways, the rleolsgieal and pbyfical parts are mixed and blended, and often
there is a jumble of all threc together, nothing being more commeon than to
find 2 god adting in a threefold capacity, fometimes as a theclogical, fometimes
as a-phyfical, 4nd fometimes as an hiftorical god. In this cafe, to untwift the
cord, fhew which was the original ftamen, and how, when, and by whom the
others were added, and waven into it—Hic fabor, boc oprs—for here thofe in-
genious gentlemen the poets, that twifted it, can give us no affiftance. They
knew not what the materials were, or whence they came ; but they took what
they found, added what embellithments they fanfied, and then worked them
all up together, each according to his own imagination. From the time
when the true hiftory of the Grecke begins, to the firft apoftafy of the Gen-
tiles from the patriarchal faith and worthip to idolatry—a period which goes
under the general denomination of the fabulous age-—is a great gap in the
mythological chain, by which we are deprived of the firft and moft valuable
links of 1t. If we knew what were the objects of the heathen worfhipat
. their firft going off, and afterwards in particular of the Camzanites, it would
guide us downwards to unravel the mythology of the Greeks, who (as
moft learned men feem to agree) were fome of thofe that fled weft-
ward, when difpoflefled by Yoffwa. 'Till we have this knowledge, we
are in a fabyrinth without a clue ; we find matters in a preat confufion, and
- after all our labours fhall leave them in a greater.. ]
" To this knowledge no book can help us but the Bidl, which begins with
the beginning of the world and man, and btings down 1 hiftery of the true Re-
ligion inftituted by God, with the deviations and corruptions introduced by
Satan, to the times of the Greeds and Romans, thus filling up the deficiency, and
compleating the chain. By the light afforded us in Scriprure we find, that two
of the sbovementioned fources of mythology, divinity and phyfics, were ori=
ginally united, the latter being ufed as illuftrative and explanatory of the
former. Thbe invifible things of God from the creation of the werld, from
the beginning, ever fince there was a revelation made of them, are clearly
Jeem, not by the eye of fenfe, but that of faith, feing wnderflood by the
things that are mads, even bis eternal pmper and gedliead are exhibited to
us by vifible objedts, and not otherwile to be known or conceived.- The
counfels of the eternal Three foreordained before, and executed in time, for
the redemption of man, are (hown us as ina glafs by the operations performed
in nature, and the bright rulers that carry on thefe in the material world are
reprefentatives of the more glerions ones that car&y on thofe in the {piritual,
Tie beavens, by the light enfhrined in their tabernacle the fun, placed in them,
and thence irradiated on the carth, moon and ftars, declare and hold forth
to us an image of the glryof God, the divine light, that from the humanity
of our Lord 1s poured forth on his Churches and Saints; while the air in
conjunétion with the light diffufed thro® the univerfal fyllem of nature, to
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