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GENERAL INTRODUCTION.

WHAT AN AMERICAN PHILOSOPIY
SIIOTTD BE.

Awerica has arrived nt a stage at which there it a body
of men and women whe Linve leisure and taste to cullivate
the liberal arts and advanes the higher forme of eiviliza-
tion, Bhe does not elaim to have acsornplished in g een-
tury or two what Enrope has done in twice that time. It
wonld not be just to require her, s one country, to be do-
ing as much as all the conntries of the Old Weorld are doing.
&till, she now ranks with any other one nation In litera-
ture, scienve, and art. She has a literatnre which prow-
iges to rival that of England.  Tler Listorians, in respeet
both of research and style, are equal to those of Europe.
Hhe has not yet produced a poem of the highest elaes, snch
ag the fMied, Fneid, the Infernn, or Paradise Tost, or
Fiust ; but some of her poets in this past age may be placed
on the same level ae any of their contemporaries, She can
show statues and paintings (in landscape, for example) full
of vigor and freshness, She has humorists, not perhaps
of the highest order—they are toe much given to startle
by exagreration—bnt with a manner of their own. Frank-
lin, Thempson (Count Rumford), and Joseph Henry have
led the way in original scientific research, and there are



