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INTRODUCTIOXN.

g B THOMAS BROWXNE {whose works oceupy
50 prominent o position 1o the lterary his-
tory of the seventecnth century) is an author
who 13 now little known and less read,  T'his com-
parative oblivien to which Lie has boeen cunsipned is

the more remarkable as, f for nothing else, his
wntmgs. deserve to be studied as an example of tha
FEuglish languagze 1 what may be tenneld a transition
state.  The prose of the Elizalothan ape was begin-
ning o pass away aod mve place to a more nflated
stylo of writing —astyle which, after passing through
varnows rtages of development, eolinisated in that of
JolinEon,

Browne is ouo of the best earfy examples of this
wehool 3 bis stvle, Lo quote Johnson Liwself, *is
vigorous but rugped, 1t as learned bot pedontick, it
14 deep but ohseare, 1t strikes but does net please, 1o
eommauds bat does ot allure. . ., Tt 19 a0 tissue
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of many languages, o mixture of heterozeneous words
brought together from distant regions.™

Yet in spite of thiz qualificd censure, there are
passages 1n Browne's works not inferier to any in
the English [angusge ; and thoogh his writings may
not be *“a well of English undeliled,"” wvet it iz the
very defilements that add to the beanty of the work.

But it i3 not only a3 an examyple of Nterary atyle
that Browne descrves 1o be studied.  The matter of
his works, the grandeur of his idenas, the eriginality
of his thoughts, the greatness of hia eharity, 2mply
make up for the deliciencros {3l dulicieneies there be)
in bia alyle,  An author who combined the wit of
Montaigns with the learning of Lrasmus, and of
whom even Hallam could zay ihat * his varied talents
wanted nothing but the controlling sopromaey of good
sense to place him in the highest mnlk of onr litera-
tare,” should nob be anflured o remain 10 obseurity.

A short seconnt of hig life will form the best
inleodduetion to his works.

Sir Thomas Browne was born in London, in the
parizh of 5E Michae] le Chaern, on thie 11HE of Oetaber
1605, Hia father was o London merchant, of a good
Cheshire family; and his mother 2 Sussex lady,
dapghter of Mr l"aul Garraway of Lewis. His
father died when he was very young, and his mother
marrying sgun shortly aftersards, Browne was left
to the care of his puardiaos, one of whom is enid to
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have defranded him out of someof hia property.  1e
was educated at Winchester, and afterwards sent to
Oxford, to what is now Penbroke College, where ha
took bhis degree of M.A. m 162%  Thereupon he
eommenced for a short time to practise as a phyzician
m Oxfordshire. DBut we soon find him prowing tired
of this, and aceompanying hia father-in-law, Sir
Thomas Dutton, on o tour of inspection of the castles
and forta in Ireland, We wext hear of Browne in
the south of France, at Montpellier, then a celebrated
school of medicine, where he seems to have studied
some little time. TFrom there be proceeded to Paduos,
one of the wost famous of the Talian universities,
and noted for the wiews some of its members
held on the sabjects of astronomy and necromancy.
During his residence here, Browne donbtless acquired
gome of hia peculiar ideas on the science of the
Leavens and the black art, and, what was more im-
portant, hie learnt to regand the Romanists with that
abundant charity we fil thronghout his works,
From Padus, Browne went to Leyden, and this spd-
ilen change from a most bizoted Roman Catholie to
i most bigoted Protestant conntey was not withoot
its effect on his mind, as ean be teaced in his book.
Here he took the degree of Doctor of Medicine, and
shortly afterwards returned to England.  Soon after
hia return, about the year 1635, he published his
“ Religio Medici,” his first and greatest work, which
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may be fairly regarded s the refloction of the mind
of one who, in spite of a slrong intelleet and vast
erudition, waz etill prone to soperstition, bot having

“ Through many citica steayed,
Their custome, Luwa, waad nemners weigled,”

had obtained too large views of mankiod to beeome
a- bigot.

After the publication of his book he scttled at
Norwich, where he soon had ap exlensive practice
ag o physieian.  Irom henes thero rematns hitkls to
be told of his life, Im 1037 he was incorporated
Dwoctor of Medicine at Oxford; and in 1641 he
married Dorothy tle danghter of Ldward Mileham,
of Burlingham in Nerioll, and had by her a family
af eleven childesn.

In 1644 he poblished his * Pscododoxia Epi-
demica,” or Encuoiries into Yulzae Ereors,  The dis-
vovery of some Roman wres at Burolam in Nor-
folk, led him in 1858 to write hie © Hydriotaphia”
(Urn-burialy; he also poblisked at the same fime
“ The Garden of Cyrus, or the {aincunxeial Losenge
of the Ancients,” a euriong worly, but far inferior o
hig other productions.

In 1665 he was eclected an bonorary Fellow of
the College of Physiclans, * virtute eof literis orne-
tizsimug, "

Browne had alwayvs been o Royalist.  1In 1643 ke
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Liad refused to subscribe to the fund that was then
being raised for regaining Weweastle.  Ie proved a
happy exception to the almost proverbial neglect the
Royalists received from Charles 11 in 1671, for when
Uharles was at Newmarket, he came over to see Nor-
wich, and conferred the honour of knighthood on
Browne. Hiz reputation was now very great. Fvelyn
paid a visit to Norwich for the express purpose of
seeing lum ; and at length, on his 76th birthday
(19th Oetober 1682}, he died, full of years and
honours,

It was a etriking coincidence that be wha in his
Letter to a Fricnd bad zaid that "in jersons who out-
live many years, and when there are no less than
365 days to deternine their Bvez in every vear, that
the first day should mark the Iast, that the tail
uf the snake zhould return into its mouth precisely
at that time, awd that they should wind up upon the
dday of their nativity, 18 indeed a remarkable coin-
vidence, which, though astrology kath taken witty
pams to solve, vet hath it been very wary in making
predictions of it,"” should himself die on the day of
hig birth,

Browne was buried in the church of 5t Peter,
Maneroft, Norwich, whore liia wile erected to his
memory # wural monument, on which was placed
an English and Latin inseription, setting forth that
he was the author of “ Religio Medici,” ¢ Paendodoxin



