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PREFACE

Tris work is an attempt to acquaint the
reader with the fundamental principles of law
laid down in the Mishnah. It is not designed
to give an exhaustive treatment of the various
branches of the law embodied in the present
treatise. Of the numerous rules and theories of
law laid down in works other than the Mishnah,
only such as tend to convey a thorough com-
prehension of the Mishnaic principles have
been given in the annotations, And for the
like reason, no attempt has been made to deal
with the subject of comparative jurisprudence.

The original arrangement of the chapters
and the Mishnahs therein contained has been
preserved in this work; for had a new arrange-
ment been made, in conformity with modern
logic and present-day conceptions, it would

cause great inconvenience to a student who
iii
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v Preface

might wish to follow the original text of the
Mishnah.

As far as possible, a literal translation of
the original text has been adhered to. Oe-
casionally, however, for one reason or another,
it has been deemed expedient to give a free
rendering of certain terms and expressions.

With reference to the interpretation of the
provisions and terms of the Mishnah, an
attempt has been made to follow authoritative
sources,—such as the Gemara, Alfasi, Mai-
monides and the like. In many instances,
however, the theories and principles upon
which certain rules of law had been founded
could not be elucidated either from the Mish-
nah or from any of the commentaries thereon.
As a result, it has been impossible to avoid
entirely advancing original speculations.

An introduction to the present treatise
has been prepared with a view to prove that
there was a certain unity of thought in the
mind of the redactor of the Mishnah when he
embodied in the present treatise the various
branches of the law.

In the Appendix is given a compendium of



Preface v

biography of the jurists mentioned in this
treatizse, in order to facilitate the task of the
student who reads this work with the intention
of making a careful study of comparative
jurisprudence. It likewise contains a glossary
of works, coins, weights and measures,

The editor contemplates translating and
annotating all treatises of the Mishnah that
deal mainly with jurisprudence. The reason
the editor preferred in the present volume to
begin with the second treatise of the Order
Nezikin is that this treatise is considered
among scholars versed in the Talmud to be
the “key" to the entire Order,

H.E. G.

New Yorg,
January, 1913.
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