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Preface.

One who was born in the Shenandoah Valley, who has
dwelt there during the greater portion of his life to the present,
and who is by blood three-fourths German or German-Swiss,
may doubtless be excused for writing about the German Ele-
ment in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. He may also
be excused, perhaps, for regarding such a subject as naturally
attractive, and for believing that it is well worthy of careful
mvestigation. As a matter of fact, the field has proved most
fruitful: so much so that the writer has been surprized at the
abundance and wealth of material that may be secured for
historical, economical, sociological, political, religious, linguis-
tic, and even literary studies. He hast to say, ho s
for the reassurance of the reader, that he has not attempted
to follow out all these lines of investigation in the present
treatise: what he has attempted is merely a plain, unvarnished
picture of the people in their homes, in their churches, in their
schools, in their fields and workshops, and in the larger re-
lations of church and state as affected by peace and war. As
preliminary to this picture, a brief account of the exploration
and settlement of the country has been deemed necessary and
appropriate.

In addition to a natural inclination toward the subject in
hand, the writer has felt in some measure what he is pleased
to call a sense of duty. It is a patent fact that the German
element in Virginia—and that chiefly means the Germans in
northwestern Virginia—is a subject that has received but
slight attention, either in the thought and literature of our
larger Virginia, or in the thought and concern of the German
element itself. And the fact is not singular. The prevailing
element of our State is English; our language is English:
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and not even a German would have it anything else: hence
our books and our thought are English and of England. So
the fact is not singular that the German element of the Valley
of Virginia and adjacent sections should be overlooked in the
more familiar life and interests of the larger part. It is only
analogous to the larger fact in our country as a whole. The
German fifth or fourth of our American nation is often for-
gotten—we love old England so well. And yet the student
at least should mot be so forgetful—he loves the German
schools too well. Hugo Miinsterberg is reported as saying
that the German and American nations are more alike, in mind
and temperament, than any other two nations of earth, and
must eventually adopt the same form of civilization and gov-
ernment." We hesitate to accept this statement in its en-
tirety, because Miinsterberg is a German, and Germans are
apt to be enthusiastic; but we do put a good deal of confidence
in what Andrew D. White says; for he is one of us. Mr.
White says: “Although Great Britain is generally honored as
the mother of the United States, Germany has, from an intel-
lectual standpoint, become more and more the second mother
of the United States. More than any other country, Germany
has made the universities and colleges of America what they
are to-day—a powerful force in the development of American
civilization.”? In view of these facts, therefore, the writer
feels like saying a word for his own kind and to them. He is
gratified, moreover, to observe a gradual awakening of con-
science, 50 to speak, among them. A few have always kept
the faith, and have tried to keep the language, though against
‘overwhelming odds; but lately—and this is the gratifying fact
—many of the young men and women of the Valley of Vir-
ginia, in whose families the language and literature of the
Fatherland have been practically dead for two or three genera-
tions, are now turning back to them in their courses of higher

1The Inglenook, Elgin, Ill, of recent date.
2Report of U, 8. C issi of Ed ion, 1801, vol. I, p. 543.
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education, and are taking up for their own accomplishment
and culture what their great-grandfathers and great-grand-
mothers tried to get rid of as soon as possible, in order to be
like other people.

In enumerating the sources from which the facts presented
in this treatise have been gathered, the writer ventures to men-
tion first his own life and experience among the people of
whom he writes, together with a first-hand acquaintance—
often familiarity—with nearly every locality named. For defi-
nite facts of time and place, relating to the early settlements,
the archives of the several counties of the Valley and adjacent
sections have been consulted: namely, in the order of their
organized establishment, Spottsylvania (1721), Orange
(1734), Frederick (1743), Augusta (1745), Shenandoah
(1772), Rockingham (1778). In Rockingham County many
of the earliest records were destroyed, or partly destroyed, by
fire during the Civil War; but the burnt records have many
of them been restored to a serviceable form. In Spottsylvania
County, also, the records suffered considerably, if not from
hostile soldiery, at least from the *‘underground” methods
necessary for their hiding. Although the valley of the Shen-
andoah was first settled while the district was still a part of
Spottsylvania County, I have not been able to find any refer-
ences in the records of this county to persons or places in the
Valley. There are, however, frequent entries referring to the
Germans of Germanna; to some that must have lived in the
territory now constituting Madison County; as well as to 2
few that seem to have been locating about Fredericksburg.
In the counties of Orange, Frederick, Augusta, and Shenan-
doah the records, at least of deeds and wills, are complete,
almost without exception. Many of the original documents
in these counties were written and presented in German script;
and 1 am told that in Frederick County some of them, like
s0 many German family names, have suffered not a little in the
translation and transcription by English clerks; and I have no
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doubt that the same is true to a greater or less degree in the
other counties also.

As sources for the earliest history of the Valley, I have
found most valuable a series of documents edited and an-
notated by Mr. Charles E. Kemper of Washington City, and
published during the past year or two in the Firginia Mago-
zine of History and Biography: “The Early Westward Move-
ment of Virginia, 1722-1734, As Shown by the Proceedings
of the Colonial Council.” These documents, together with the
series of Moravian Diaries covering some ten years in the mid-
dle of the eighteenth century, translated from the German'and
annotated by Mr, Kemper and Prof. William J. Hinke of
Philadelphia, and published recently in the same magazine,
furnish a substantial basis for the historical study of begin-
nings in the Valley section. Hening’s Statutes at Large have
been found a rich storehouse of facts and figures for the first
three-quarters of a century of Valley history. These, together
with Palmer’s Calendar of Virginia State Papers, Stanard’s
Virginia Colonial Register, and Kennedy's Journals of the
House of Burgesses, have been freely consulted. Among the
many other publications that have been found helpful, two
must be mentioned here: John Lederer’s Journal, translated
by Sir Willam Talbot and printed first in London in 1672;
and Prof. I. D. Rupp's Collection of Thirty Thousand Names
of German, Swiss, Dutch, and other Immigrants to Philadel-
phia, from 1727 to 1776.

All of the publications above mentioned will be found enu-
merated and briefly described in the appended Bibliography.
To this bibliography special attention is invited. In it two
things have been attempted : first, an atonement for the neces-
sary brevity of this treatise; second, some real help in practi-
cal form to those who may wish to follow out the present
subject in any particular lines, It is hoped that the latter ob-
ject at least may be regarded as in some measure accomplished.

Among the individuals in different parts of the country
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who have given valuable assistance in the preparation of this
monograph, I gratefully mention the following:

Rev. Dr. D. M. Gilbert, deceased, Harrisburg, Pa.; Mr. J.
G. Rosengarten, Philadelphia; Bishop L. J. Heatwole, Dale
Enterprise, Va.; Mrs. Charles G. Johnson, Radford, Va.;
Mr. Charles E. Kemper, Washington City; Mr. Elon O.
Henkel and Mr. Ambrose L. Henkel, New Market, Va.; Mr.
A. H. Snyder, Harrisonburg, Va.; Dr. H. ]. Eckenrode,
Richmond, Va,; Dr, B. W. Green, University of Virginia;
Mr. D. 8. Lewis, Harrisonburg, Va.; Hon. J. A. Waddell,
Staunton, Va.; Pres. George H. Denny, Washington and Lee
University; Dr. W. H. Ruffner, Lexington, Va.; Gen. Gilbert
S. Meem, Seattle, Wash,; Eld. J. H. Moore, Elgin, Ill.; Col.
5. R. Millar, Front Royal, Va.; Maj. R. W, Hunter, Rich-
mond, Va.; Hon. A. C. Gordon, Staunton, Va.; Miss Sarah
M. Spengler, Front Royal, Va.; Mr, E. Ruebush, Dayton, Va.;
Dr. J. L. Miller, Thomas, W. Va.; The A. S. Abell Company,
Baltimore; Mr. W. G. Stapard, Richmond, Va.; Mr. W. H.
Sipe, Bridgewater, Va.; Mr. T. K. Cartmell, Winchester, Va.;
Hon. J. G. Neff, Mt, Jackson, Va.; Mr, Samuel Forrer, Mossy
Creek, Va.; Prof. J. Carson Miller, Moore's Store, Va.; Gen.
John E, Roller, Harrisonburg, Va.; Capt. J. H, Grabill, Wood-
stock, Va.; Rev. 8, L. Bowman, Daphna, Va.; Dr. Thomas
Walker Page, University of Virginia; Mr. John Van Horne,
Charlottesville, Va.

As opportunity is afforded in the succeeding pages, I shall
gladly makes specific acknowledgment to as many as possible
of the more than one hundred other persons who have con-
tributed facts, either personally or in writing.

It is with special gratitude that I acknowledge in this place
my indebtedness to my honored friend and teacher, Professor
Richard Heath Dabney, of the University of Virginia; who,
at no time during the past seven years, has failed to respond
readily and liberally to my every call upon his scholarship and
my every claim upon his friendship; whose mature and even



