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ANNOUNCEMENT

Tue purposz of Mg, B. Daxcevxes, the au-
thor of this book, is to present fo those of his
readers who need a gnide to the effective nse of
words a treatise on the subject whieh may serve
to teach them how to utilize their powers of
specch most impressively. It is his belief that
the speaker who presents what he has to say in
a clear; coneise, and foreeful manner is he who
commands attention. In support of this be-
lief, and for the purposs of aiding all who
wish to acgnire the art of speaking ineisively
and convincingly, he expounds the teachings
of Xaxraes—one whom he deseribes as em-
bodyving the rare gualities of a keen thinker
and elose observer with those of a man of re-
markable judgment. As he develops hig subject
ithe Author of this treatise bears constantly in
mind that it is as mueh the daty of an orator
to please his audienee as it is the purpose of a
business man to eonvinee his. It lies in the
power of both to satisfy—eaining attention by
sublimity of thought and elegance of expres-
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v ANNOUNCEMENT

sion, and carrying convietion by personal mag-
netism and that effervescence of the heart which
is the natural stimulus of the enthusiast. Fol-
lowing the dietum of SBexrea, we must feel what
we speak before we can speak what we feel.
It was Dean Swrrr, the inimitable ereator
of the Land of Lilliput and the Travels of
Gulliver, who told us that of all animals the
chameleon, which is said to feed wpon air—
hot air, of course—has the nimblest tongue.
But Frawcscus Juwios marveled at the troly
astonishing activify of the human organ of
speech. Baid he, “*The rapid flash of the eye
can not be compared with it; the hand, the
foot, the eye, and the ear become wearied by
continual action, and reguire rest fo recover
their exhausted energies; but the tongue never
falters or faints from the longest exertion.””
And it is in the use to which we put the tongue
that we are distinguished from other living
creatures, PrLuTarcm reminds us that talkative
people who wish fo be loved are hated. When
they desire to please, they bore; when they
think they are admired, they are laughed at,
They injure their friends, benefit their ene-
mies, and do incalenlable harm to themselves.
These should remember the wisdom of Sovo-
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uoN—There is a time to speak and a time to be
silent, “‘Learn to hold thy tongue,"’ said that
famous old exhorter Bishop Fuiuer, and eon-
tinued, ** Five words cost Zacharias forty weeks
of silence.” In speech onr aim should be to
show more wit than words. ‘‘Such as thy
words are so will thine affections be esteemed;
stch as thine afections will thy deeds be also;
and such as thy deeds so will ‘be thy life,"" said
SocrATES,

In the eourse of the twelve lectures of which
this book is comprized the Author treats of
words as the mosaies of langnage, Ile discusses
the art of always using the right word in the
right place, and urges the secientifie study of
words. Next he treats of the relation of speech
to ideas, urges the classification of thought, and
compares the dominant idea with the thread on
which beantiful beads are strung into a neek-
lace. To be effective they must he presented
in logieal order. Then follow chapters on the
art of enriching one’s vocabulary ; on eloguence ;
on oratorieal debates and conversation; en how
to master the art of speaking in public; on
automatism and thought: on attitude and ges-
ture; on gpeech as used in business and family
life; on the power of the voice over the feclings,
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and on many other allied subjects, such as the
development of the voiee, voeal changes, hireath-
ing exercises, gestures, and attitude, ete.

sSpeech is considered as the determining ele-
ment of every human aet, and as such the
Author aims to teach the Reader how to make
the most of it.

TaHE PUSLISHERS.



