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........ deep feelings had impress'd

Great ubjects on his mind, with portraiture
And colour so distinet, that on his mind
They lay like sabstances, and almost seem’d
L' hannt the bodily sense.

Wornswortd, The Feewrsion,



PREFACE

F I venture the [ollowing personal explanation, the rerson is

giraply and solely thi=: I huve been advized clearly to define the
relations between the present volume and a little work of mine
which, published about o dozen yveurs ago, was entitled The Fowh
(rospel wd some vecent German Crilicisim,

Let me accordingly inform the reader that, when asked for o
second edition of 3 work which——s0, at all events, people were
wond enongh to tell me—had served a nseful purpose, [ was for
some time loth to acquiesce in aneh altogether unexpected but
vertainly encouraging surgestionz. 1t was, indeed, far from being
the eaae that, becauze the fates had determined that | shownld
atray into Svnoptic fields and the region of Eechatological research,
I had therefore ceased to be Tascinated hy the Johannine literature
en prsse, and in particnlar by the very noble treatize which bears
the name of ‘John': on the contrary, 1 had actoally hetaken
myself to what bade fair to be s prolonged and laborious aftenipt
to trace connecting Holks between the 'Schmersenskind  der
Theolowie” (as Pleiderer calls the Fourth Gospel) and that great
writing of —may T say it} —uncertain provenance which is desiz-
nated ‘The Epistle to the Ephesians.’ My hesitation was, of
course, partly due to patural reluctance even tempovardy to
forsake o work which was already rising on the stocks; it was,
Nowever, mainly grounded in o diffieulty which stared me in the
face. To put the matter in a nut-shell: [ was speedily compelled
to realize that, weve any netion taken in response to the aforesaid
kindly snggestions, it would mean that time must be found for
the drastic re-writing of 4 work which [ could hut torn to with
added dizsatisfaction and no small messure of dissent,  Were
revision was nob to he thonght of,

Sumehow or ather time has been found-—or rather made: and
in the event the present volmime arrives at its completion.



