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REVIEW.

Tar interesting History of Ferdinend and Isabelln
has been too well received to need any Iandatory coms
ments of ours ; and it is pot without reloclance that
we feel compelled to express our dissent from Lhe au-
thor of & work so invaloable. In deing thia hewever
we object only to that emalf portion of the history
whero a parallel is drewn between the characters of
Elizabeth of England eod Isabella of Spein, two of
the mest illostrious sovereigns that ever graced a
throne.

The Eeglish queen had, from the beginning of her
reign, to contend with nearly the whele of Christen-
dom ; whilst the religiena belief of the Catholic queen
not only accorded with that of her subjects, but with
the religious creed of all the potentates of Europe, with
the Roman pootiff at their head. Now, althoogh we
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are not insensible to the great and amisble qualities of
Isabella, we feel compelled to mvow & decided pref-
-erence to the English queen for her superior intellee-
‘tuel endowments. Few monarches so nobly contended
with and overcame so many adverse combinations.
From the earliest period she was assailed by the Cath-
olic, whose power in her own dominions nearly equal-
led that of the Protestant, party. The pope had issued
a bull declaring Elizabeth te be illegitimate ; and of
course all were licensed to seize, and put her to death,
or consign ber to perpelmal imprisonment, as might
soit the views of the party opposed. The queen of
Bcolland was declared Lo be the lawful heir of Lhe Ens
glish crown, and was supported by a powerful confed-
-eracy, who openly evowed \beir inteotion to dethrone
the beretical queen, and place her accomplished rival
on the throne, Not were higoted enthusissts wanting
to carry their plots into execalion ; witness the deepe-
rate gnd daring aseassioalions, o whichk recourse was
so frequently bad, to rid \he party of the aminent de-
fenders of the protestant faith.

This assuredly may palliate in some degrec the du-
plieity practised by Elimabeth to obtain possession of &
rival, who, so long as she reisined power, had never
ceased ta exert it, 1o accemplieh the destruction of the
English queen. The eveats, which followed the cap-
tivity of Mary, were but acte in the same drama, all
tending 1o the consummetion of the plat ; for although
Elizabeth had possessed hersell of the person of Mary,
it did nol put an end to the conspiracies hitherto em-
ployed for the subversion of her kiogdom, and the sen-
tence which doomed Macy to die appeared the only al-
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ternative allowed by the lew of self-defence. The same
law may, we apprehend, plead in justification of Mary,
who had, when in captivity, no other way of freeing
herself from the power of Elizabeth, although no ex-®
cuse of this kind conld be urged in defence of the pre-
vious hoatile measures which had kept Elizabeth in
perpeiual peril end enxiety. It should be remembered
that, during much of this period, the royal competitor
of Elizebeth was the ecknowledged queen of Seotland,
and the consort of the heir apparent of France. New-
ertheless the talents of Elimabeth enabled her to tri-
umph over her insidious foes, who threatened to over-
whelm the whole protesiant party, and sgain subject
them to the oppressive yoke of catholicism.

The glorious spirit, which actvated the English
queen, has been diffused and transmitted through sue-
ceszive generations, end hes been the souree from
whence the Britsh maden have derived their troe
greathess. In lnter days, itopelled by the same spirit,
they have broken in pieces the pigantic power of a
bold usorper, whe had subjected to arbitrary sway a
great portion of continental Europe, and was preparing
to extend hia iron sceptre over distant lands. Bat
their last great act, in breaking the feiters of their Af-
rican subjects and restoring thern 1o the rights of hu-
manity, attests a nobleness of-soul which entitles the
British nation to take precedence of all others.

But to return to oor sobject.  Elizabeth, like lea-
bella, was by her vigilance, magnanimity, and econo-
my, prepared to meet and overcome all the difficolties
and dangers to which she was exposed, and both alike
guarded with tenacity their rights and prerogatives ;



