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HISTORICAL NOTICE,

Tos events of the fullowing narrative oceurred during the
reigns of Septimus Severns and Caracalla, Tta hero was
carried to Rome scon after the aceemsion of Severus to
the imperinl throne, By the death of Commodus, the
elevation and murder of Pertinax, and the poblic sale of
the empire to Didina Julianue, the pretorian guards had
fearfully shown the etrength of the military and the weak-
nesa of the civit power. Thay wera reetrained for a short
time by Severus; but sfter hia death, and that of his
fratricide son, Caracslls, we hehold suecessively clothed
with the imperisl purple, by the strong hand of a licen-
tions poldiery, Macrinus and Wa son, Hellogabalue, Alex-
ander Severns, Maximos, the two Gorlians in Africs,
Maximus and Balbinus in Rome, the younger Gordian,
and the Arsb, Philip. Tt is at the time of the celebra-
tion of the secular games hy this last, that the narrator
commences his story, which he addresses to the virtuous
Claudios Tacitue, who some years later became emperor.
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