FAITH, WAR, AND POLICY:
ADDRESSES AND ESSAYS
ON THE EUROPEAN WAR



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649581016

Faith, War, and Policy: Addresses and Essays on the European War by Gilbert Murray

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



GILBERT MURRAY

FAITH, WAR, AND POLICY:
ADDRESSES AND ESSAYS
ON THE EUROPEAN WAR

ﬁTrieste






FAITH, WAR, AND POLICY






FAITH, WAR, AND POLICY

ADDRESSES AND ESSAYS ON
THE EUROFPEAN WAR

BY

GILBERT NURRAY

BORTON AND NEW YORK
HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY
e Niversive Pregd Cambribge
1917

- - e



L e

COFERIGINT, I91Y, DY GILBEET MURRAY

ALL BIGHTS BESEXVED

Published Angust rory



Rl

PREFACE

SvucH interest as this book may possess will be, I
think, in large part historical. Changes have assuredly
been wrought in the minds of all thoughtful people
throughout Europe by the experiences of these three
shattering years. And it seems worth while to have a
record of the mind of & fairly representative English
Liberal, standing just outside the circle of official poli-
tics. Consequently [ have arranged the various papers
in order of time rather than in groups according to
subject, and I have not altered a sentence.

The papers trest of the faith in which the British
Government and nation entered the war, and in which
for my part I still continue; of the war itself and the
human problems raised by it and the impossibility, at
two given dates, of immediate peace; lastly, of certain
questions of international poliey, such as the posaibility
of democratic control in foreign affairs, the action of
Great Britain af sea, our attitude towards Ireland and
India, and our relations with the United Btates.

I have eaid nothing sbout home polities, because, in
the first place, if [ wished to exhort or to eriticize my
own Government, I should naturally do so at home and
not in America; and in the second place, because, in
spite of a number of minor issues which have caused
acute feeling, there has not risen as yet any cardinal di-
vigion between our main political parties. The policy
with which we entered the war etill holds the feld, and
the unity of the nation, though at times dangercusly
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threatened, ia still maintained. Most Conservatives will,
I think, agree with me in considering that a large part
of this all-important result has heen due to the wisdom
and magnanimity, both in office and out of office, of
the Liberal leader, Mr. Asquith.

There are, however, iwo grave problems ahead, which
must neads be settled and which may possibly shatter
that unity. One is the Irish Question. It may be that
before these words are printed, Home Rule will be a
fact, combined with whatever arrangement for Ulster
the Ulstermen may desire. It may be that this present
attempt at settlement, for which the House of Commons
is calling in so resolute and sympathetic a spirit, will end
in failure like its predecessors. The task is without doubt
a difficult one. But a Government which permanently
failed to deal with this flagrant danger to the Empire,
and made the appearance of remaining content to bold
down its own citizens with army corps which are needed
against the Germans, could not, I think, long maintain
iteelf in the respect of the nation.

The other question, when it comes, will be even more
vital. 1 mean the question of Peace.

The only pure Peace candidate who has yet stood, 8
good speaker and a man much respected in the constitu-
ency, Mr. Backhouse, obtained about 500 votea to his
opponent’s 7000. That is & conclusive defeat. We en-
tered into the war for certain objects, and it is clear to
the whole nation that we have not yet won them. I am
inclined myself to believe that the greatest object of all
is probably secured; I think we have proved to the
world in general, and to Germeny in particular, that the
policy of aggressive and unscrupulous militarism is a
policy that does not pay. But the Prussian dynasty
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stands unbroken. We have not defeated Germany in the
field. We have not secured the evacustion of France,
the restoration of the injured nations, or the expulsion
of the Turks from Europe. Consequently we cannot yet
think of making peace.

But a time will come when we shall have to think
of it.

It is not likely that we shall be defeated in this war;
on the other hand, it i not at all probable that we shall
winan abeolute and erushing victory, We could not foroe
unconditional surrender upon the Boers, though our
Government prolonged the war for & year in the hope of
doing so. We shall certainly not succeed in forcing it
upon the Germans. No responsible soldier, no responsi-
ble politician, expects such a thing. No one expects it
except the moet violent section of the prees and the most
credulous elements among the public. The question is
therefore bound to arise sooner or later whether enough
of our full purpose has been gained to justify us in
accepting peace, or — more exactly — whether, once
certain reeults have been atiained, our cause is more
likabftngninorto!mbyfuﬂherﬁghﬁng. The han-
dling of this question will be the crucial test of British
stategmanship,

For my own part I am prepared to approve of every
item in the Allied Programme as atated, pomewhat ob-
seurely, in the joint note to President Wilson and ex-
plained in Mr. Balfour's covering letter. Every item is,
I believe, in itself desirable. But they vary both in im-
portance and in expensiveness. If the main objects can
be achieved this year or next year, to go on fighting in-
definitely, d la Northeliffe, for the whole complete pro-
gramme would be the action not only of wicked men, but



