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Tuz fact that the following pages were nriginally
prepared and delivered as lectures to Snnday-
school teachers, will account for the genersl style
adopted, and for some pecalisrities of expression.
It is hoped, however, that the interest and usefulness
of these * Thoughts" will not be entirely confined
to the class of Christian workexs for whom they
were st first exclusively designed.

W. H. G.
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THE MODEL TEACHER.

To vigit countries whose annals are enshrined in
brick and stone, aa well as in the more perishable
pages of written history, is a privilege perhaps
not so fully appreciated in thesa days of swift and
easy locomotion as it was in times when oppor-
tunities of foreign travel were confined to =
favoured fow. Vet to thoughtfal minds, it must
ever appear a distinguished honowr to scjoumn,
oven though it be but for & few weeks or days,
in @ land of ruins. Greece and FEgypt, Awssyria
and Palesting, g0 unlike in other respects, have
this in common-—that they briog the traveller
into contact with visible embodiments of past
ideas—stony thoughts, simple and grand, tender
and graceful, or gorgeons and magnificent-—the
productions of intellects whose very t_v,-pan have
long eince disappeared from the earth, As in the
ridged and furrowed sandstones of the quarry the
geologist discerns the ripple-marks of primeval
seas, B0 may the fraveller learn from each grey
B
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and mouldering ruin where the tides of human
thought and feeling have sbbed and flowed.

This is not mere fanoy, bat sober truth—truth
which grows more striking and impressive when
we transfer ita application from men's bandiwork
to that of his Creator—from the imperfect con-
oeptions of human srchitects fo the faultless con-
ceptions of the (reat Builder of the universe,
The form and soulpturing of nature's temple are
divine thoughis, rovealed to human semse—the
realization of idews which have oxisted from all
eternity in the mind of the Infinite! And as
from the scattered relics of Nineveh or Luxor the
archmologist pecks to restore in thought the one
grand conception which the palace or the temple
originally embodiad, so the troe stadent of natore
is ever striving to discover, not merely the bare
facta of creation, but the great Master Builder's
plan—the divine chain of thought, of which these
are but the several links.

The botanist, for example, labours to reslize a
purely “mnatural system ™ of plants; one which
ghall exhibit ths true relations which bind
together the cak of the foreat and the daisy of
the field—the palm of the tropics and the enow-
plant of the Alpine glagier—in other words, the
Creator's own conception of the grest world of
vegotable life, t0 which all human botanical
gystems are as yet perhsps but distant approxima-
tipne, This is the ultimate object of physical
scignce. -
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When perusing the discourses of Ouor Lord, as
recorded by the four Evangelists, sach questions
se the following often suggest themselves.—
If this record be from God, is {there no true,
system of education hers, aa well as of theolugy ?
If the botanist can discover harmony of plan
and purpose in those divine thoughts which
are embodied in flower and tree, why may not
the educationiet hope to discover the true prin-
*ciples and even the true methods of instruction
in the recorded utterances of Him who spake as
never man epake? Must not His modes of moral
and religious tuition, at least, be the true modes
—the only safe models for the Christian teachar
to follow ?

To the eawrnest educator, whatever his special
work, such inguiries must needs possess the highest
interest. Amnd if it can ba shown, as I venture to
think it can, that Our Lotd presents to us the
example of a model feacher as well &8 of a
maodel man, surely the story of his earthly life
must thenceforth be to uve invested with a holier
charm and & deoper significance! For it is a
thought suggestive of the liveliest emotions to the
Christian mind, that Our Lord came as an Unfolder
of moral and spiritual truth, not an expositor
of physical or metaphysical science. He might
have unlocked the deep mysteriss of external
nature, and solved problems which philosophy bad
for cemturies attempted in vain to uoravel. Had
he done so, the wise, the noble, the learned, wounld



