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CHAPTER 1

A worthy, scber man.""—Baxfer, in 1654.
“ That Mr, Marshall was a faithful servant of God . . .
[ doubt not. That he was perfect . . . 1 affirm not."”
Criles Firmin,

FEW more complicated problems present them-
selves to the thoughtful student of English history
than the arrival at a definite conclusion respecting
the individual integrity of those eminent men who
swayed the world of religions and political thought
throughout the stormy upheaval of the seven-
teenth century. And the reason is not far to seek.
For in the controversial conflict that raged on all
sides with equal bitterness, the weapon of personal
abuse and unjust imputation was so freely made
use of that to denounce an opponent as a rogue
and a reprobate seemed but fair play even to such
as John Milton, rendering it now a most intricate
task to clear away the smoke of wordy battles
across the centuries and see the combatants in
their true light.

It is probable that nol many personalities have
been more obscured in the eyes of subsequent



