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PREFACE.

Waes one of his courtiers detractingly remarked to
Charles II. of Dryden's dramas, that ** most of them were
siolen,” that wiity monarch mmi:ally replied, * I wish
mﬂy could steal me such plays™ In Like manner,
gimmqm not original genius, nor profound litera-
ither & rare inventive faculty and a lofty fancy,
mnmufunﬂ:mh—mform: ilation, yet, for the
sake of the young and the cause of edueation, we cannot
but a:]::rmmhuﬂmmah.tbatthmwﬁuhmam-
dﬂrhhnmﬂumhudbmnequﬂljweﬂqwﬂlﬁaﬂﬁrtht
niee end important task as the aminble and ingenious eom-
pilater of the * Scholar's Companion.” Mr Blake's deli-
eacy of tasts, justness of judgment, and ekill of srrange-
ment, have produoced a work., both for Families and
Schools, éminently nseful and intercsting; and whick
hotk Tutor and Teacher will ind at onee to expedita and
facilitate the lobowr of instruction. 1o & word, the dook—
a2 all good books, especially scholasiic onea, ought to do—-
teacher. This selection not ooly displays equal judgment
and tasie In its matier. mapner, and arrangement, bot it
indicates an intimats knowledge of the puerile mind, &
thorough pereeption of its feelings, instinets, aspirations,
and ways and timee of accesn “Thia last constitutes the
pervading, snd diseriminative, and the most vulusble fea-
tare of the volume, a8 it is the want of it that militates a0
much againgt the practical utility and success of s0 many
aimlar ces. which profess to interest and instroct
youth. address themselves rarely either ta the juve-
nile heart or understanding, and, of course, rarely reach
either. The result 13 conformable. The book and the
teacher must identify themselves with the pupil, to make
a due impression. y must think as he thinks, see as
he sees, and feel as he feels. The instrudtion, whether
written or oral, that iz to tell and endure, must come home
to the heart, and be level to the capacity. In a word, to
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make use of a strong seriptoral figure and troth, the youth-
ful mind, in order to thrive—to advance in eize and im-
prove in vigour—must be fed with food convenient for #t. For
the general features of the * Seholar's Companion,” let the
amiable anthor speak for himself :— '

“ The objeet of this volume is to make the reader sequainted with
particularly interesting and jmportant events in history and Pb
graphy, presuming fhat a teste will thereby be formed in the minds
of young for osonnested and extensive resding mpon those
sabjeets. In the selection of materials, such hawe betn taken sa wers
of & decide] character, in their moral tendency, Whether & good or
bad quality were to be ted, unless it wers so strooely marked
that a child would be led of his own accord, and instantaneouely, to
sdmirs the one and hnbhnriﬁnnﬂm,il.mﬂumadﬁ'u;lihrum
Thus &l and & moral in sceomplished st the game tima
o el g ooy gl o .

Tt 5 also believed, that the plan of the Scholar®s Companion ia well
caleulated to facilitate the art of good rending Ouor youth m
furnished with & thousand rules ard illustrations of rhetorie, if
wara 50 many, and it would be of no eomparative valua in learning to
requl, unless the boeeks containing thess rales and illostrations ars in-
telliginle and interesting.  From such o rootine of exercises, 2 nato-
ral clocoiion can newer be from the voice of young or ofd:
whhmﬁtnﬂruhmﬂ,hﬁﬁamt,ﬂmphrd
with at ledst the prominent tones of an egreeablestyle. Lét ehildren
and youth understand what they reed—let them be interssted in what
they read—and they will be sure to resd with & good degreo of #pirit

torTeciness.

@ It will be peen that & larger portion of the voleme is in verse than
I# usual with reading booke of sorresponding charagter. Ith'ﬁlM$t
that this wifl l.llﬂtuﬂmﬂnanft]wwnrh!'fﬂnngpﬁm 1
nro food of resding poetry; and & moral sentiment, or o historical
faet, ex in verse, is much more likely to make an impreesion
than if 1t were In prose.  While it is peknow that mueh diffi-
culty was expericnced in finding = enffivient number of articles in this
part of the work, of the high character desired. & belief @ ndulged
by the author, that he has with some degres of saceess.”

Besides a list of English Verbal Distinctions, s scheme
of Prefixes and Postfives, or Initiatives and Terminatives,
which has been appended to the work, will, it is hoped, be
found to be plain, of practical and ensy application, in keep-
ing with the requirements of modern tuition, and fully up
with the rapid progressive march of scholastic improve-
ment. The gecheme may be profitably used, either in con-
nection with the text, during parsing, or other grammatieal
and explanatory exercise; or it may be beneficially taughs
and learned as a distinct study.
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