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PREFACE

SDME lovers of poetry, not readers

of Greek, may glance with in-
tereft at a profe tranflation of the
odes of Bacchylides which have been
recently recovered from Egyptian
papyri. They will hardly need to
be warned that all, or nearly all, the

poetry is inevitably walhed out of

a profe tranflation: even if—a large
affumption—it retain the fubftantial
tiffue of the poet’s thought. Al
brilliancy of di¢tion and harmony of
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rhythm of courfe difappear ; indeed,
even in verfe, only a tranflation into
Italian or Spanifh could reproduce,
or make any approach towards repro-
ducing, the many-fyllabled epithets
and fonorous cadences of the Greek.
Some fragments, too imperfe&t to
intereft the general reader, have been
omitted.

Bacchylides,who flourithed between
joo and 450 B.C,, wWas a native of
Ceos, the modern Zea, as alfo was his
maternal uncle Simonides. Both were
rivals of Pindar, and were placed by
ancient critics on a lift of the nine

greateft mafters of lyric poetry.
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The following ode celebrates & wllory in the
borfe races at Olympia wom by Hiero, tyramt of
Syracufe, at fome period betweem oo and 450
B.C. Tke fame wifory is the {ubjed of eme of
Findar’s extamt odes. What Hiere bad 1o ds
with Hercales or Meleager is a queflion whick
muft be left ro the comjelfure of phe yeader, as
to whick the tramflator can offer little or mo
affifance. There were dowbtlefs tragic imcidemts
im the career of Hiero; awd Baccbylides, after
remarking that mo buman profperity is wnalloyed,
proceeds to yelate that evem the mwvimcble fow of
Zews bad certain advemtwres far from joyous.

IGH-DESTINED lord of car-borne Syra-

cufans, thou canft rightly judge, if any

living mortal can, the violet-crowned Mufes’

dulcet ftrains: and now, refting awhile from

cares of flate, tumn hither thy attention, and
I B



