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NOTE.
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W all important respects I leave this brief ¥ Life of

Keats ™ to spenk for itself, There is cnly cne point
whick I feel it needful to dwell upan,  In the summer
of 1830 T was invited to undertake a life of Eeats for
the present seres, ond I assented.  Some while afterwards
it was publicly announced that a life of Ieats, which had
been hegun by WMr. Sidney Colvin long before for a
different series, would be published at an eatly date. 1
read up my materials, began in AMarch 1887 the writing
of my book, finished it on June 3rd, and handed it over
to the editor. On June roth Bl Colvin's volume was
published. I at once read it, and formed a high opinion
of s merits, and T foond o it zome new details which
could not propery be igoored by any suceeeding bio-
grapher of the poet. I therefore get my M3, back, and
inserted here and there such items of (rezh information
as were really neediul for the true presentment of my
subject-matter, In justice both to Mrn Colvio and to
myzelf I drew upon his pages for caly 2 minimum, not a
maximum, of the facts which they embody ; and in all
matters of opinion and enticism T left my MS, exactly as
it stopd. The reader will thus understand that the
present “ Life of Keats ” is, in planning, structure, execu-
tion, and estimate, entirely independent of Mr. Colvin's ;
but that T have oltimately had the advantage of consuli-
ing Mr. Colvin’s book as ore of my various sources of
information—the latest and within its own lines the com-
pletest of all.
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