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CHAPTER 1
DEVONSHIRE ANT FOREIGN <ERVICE

[ the middle of September, 1625, the great expedition
hy which Chatles the First ani Buckingham meant to
revenge themselves npon the Bpunfands for the igne-
minfous failure of their esenpude to Madiid was still
choking Plymonth harbonr with disorder amd eonfosion,
Impatient to renew the glories of Ihake and Raleigh
and Essex, the veung Kiug went down in person to
hasten its departure.  Gread veceptions were propared
For him at the prineipal points of hiz voute, aml hitter was
the disuppointment at Exeter that he was not to visie
the eity. For the plagae was raging wichin its walls,
and while heliday was kept everywhere else, the shadow
of death was npon the ancient capital of the west,
Hardly, however, Ll the King passed ihem Ly when
the eitizens had o new excitement of their own,  The
noise of a quarrel breke in upon the gloowm of the
stricken eity.  Thosze within hearing ran to the spot and
found n sight worth secing,  For there in the fight of
doy, umler the King's very nose, as it were, a stalwarg
voung gentleman of abont sixteen years of age was
thrashing the nnder-sherifl of Devenzhire within an inch
- I
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of big life.  With some diffienley, so furions was his
assault, the Il was drageed off his vietim before grievons
boddify harm was done, and people began to inguire what
it was all abont.

Every one muast have known younz Geerce Monk, who
lived with his grandiather, Sie George Smith, ad Heavy-
tree, close to Fxeter. Sir George Smith of Maydfor] was
4 great Exeter magnate, and his grandson mul godson
George belonged to one of the best Tumilies in Devonshive,
and was eonneeted with hali the rest; and had they
Enown hew the hamdsome hey was avenging the family
honoue in hiz own charactoristie way, they wonlid certaindy
have sympathised with him for the serape be was in.

For the hononr of the Monks of Potherideze in North
Devon was a very serioms thing  There for seventeen
generations the fnmily Lad lived,  Ever sinee Henry the
Third was King they find looked down from their high-
perehed manor-howse ever the lovely valley of the Tor
ridee just where the viver doubles upoy itself in three
majestic sweeps as thongh 36 were loath to leave a spot
s beautiful. Dy dint of judicious marriages they had
managed to be still prosperoas and well connceted, Tt
was no seeret iwdeed that they elnimed roval bleod Dy
two descents on the distalf side,  For the gramdmother
of George's father, Siv Thomas, was Franees Plantagenet,
idanghter and cobetress of Arthuare Plantagenet, Viscount
Lisle ; and Lis grandfather’s seambimother, ns co-heiress
of Richard Champernown of Insworth, had brought
him the Cornish berdurs and kinship with King John
throngh Itichand, King of the Romons, and lis son, the
Earl of Cornwall,

Dk of late things had heen going very hurd at Poth-



