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This Book originaled in the last of four
Papers which were vead in different years al
the Bath Imslitution and printed for the perusal
of friends. I did not expect that * Mrs, Barbauld
and her Conlemporaries” would be sought beyond
the cirde within which my former gfforts had been
kindly received. The subject, however, proved lo be
more interesting, and T was requestad fo offer to the
publio this portion of the fruit of the litila leisure of
a busy lfe. In complying with the-wish I have
been glad to find myself unfetlored by the necessity
of compressing what I had lo say within the time
allowed for an evening mesting. 1 have now tried
nol ondy o make sbeiches swhich woers much loo
meagre more sakisfactory bul also fo indrodues others
which I unwillingly omdtfed, though important fo
my object. These, with some exbracts, original lelters,
and similar biographical ilusirations will be found
in an appendiz; may they give a beller idea of the
period fo which they relate and of the eminent
aomen by whom it was adornad.

J. M.

Cranawells, Bath ;
May 1st, 1877,



MRS. BARBAULD

AXD HER OONTEMPORARIES.

PART I

The period of English Literaturs for our considera-
tion is the last quarter of the eighteenth and the
first of the mineteenth century. Mrs. Barbauld
was born in 1743, published her first work in 1773,
continued to write as Inte a3 1822 and died in her
eighty-second year in 1825, The contemporaries of
whom I propose to speak are the more distinguished
of the women who first followed Mre Barbauld in
giving to the world books on various subjects. Some
of them both began and continued to write later than
she did, remaining on the stags sfter a younger
generation had entered upon it, but all may be
regardsd ns belonging to the same period.

I havo chosen this subject because I fear it is either
not generally known or not sufficiently remembered
l:owinuch English Literature owes to these women.



10 Lurmewiriows or mwousm mrTERaTUER

They did more than give to the world books of high
repute; they mffered under great discouragements
oonnected with the times in which their ot was caat.
Men nlone were then thought worthy of the privilege
of writing; women wers generally considered ineapnble
of any important intellectual effort. Iam far from
thinking that Mrs, Barbonld and her contemporaries
were on the whole separior to the literary ladies of &
generation nearer our own ; but more praise iz due
to the former because their difficulties wera greater,
“Two powers," says Max Miiller, are necessary to
every thing really great, one creative, the other
receptive.” “ Where love and sympathy are wanting
in o people, there poetry flourishes as little as the
roge will yield ita fragrance without sunshine."® To
these remarks of the eminent German writer I may
add that love and sympathy wera awakened by Mrs.
Barbauld and her contemporariss ; they were in full
vigour to quicken the inspirntion of their successors,

Perhapa we shall better realize the position of both
if wa look o little farther back. The history of the
English Literature of the last three hundred years is
well known to be marked by great alternations. From

* Correspondance between Schiller and the Duke of Schleswig
Holstein, * Macmilla’s Magssioe,” August, 1876,



ALTERENATIONE OF EXGLIEH LIYNEATURE, 11

the middle of the sixteenth century to the middle of
the seventeenth there was marvellous intellectual
vigour and brilliancy. It was the age of Spencer,
Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, Lord Bacon, Milton,
Hooker, Sir Walter Raleigh, Lord Clarendon, George
Herbert, John Bunyan and Jeremy Taylor. From
the middle of the seventeenth to the middle of the
eighteenth there may have been greater refinement
and wider diffusion of taste but there was also con-
siderablo diminution of power. Dryden, Addison,
Pope, 8wift, Bolingbroks, Hume, Smollet, Fielding,
Richardson, afl wrote works which commanded and
still command many readers while decidedly inferior
to those of the preceding generalion. Dr. Johnson
of course stands out in bold relief, but his magnum
opus, indeed the magnum opus of the period, was
his Dictionary, & marvel of industry though cot a
work to promote much mental development. Lower
down in the scale batween 1700 and 1750 we have
Garth, Rowe, Prior, Congreve, Blackmore, Fenton,
Tickell, Savage, s race who bad their rank nssigned
them in the great lexicographer's Lives of the Poets,
and it was anything but an elovated rank. From
1750 to 1800, however, the tide began to turn ; the
imagiins;ive faculty revived; Gray, Colling, Goldemith,



