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PREFACE.

TaE Society of Friends has numbered within its
ranks many eminent women, who have enunciated
and explained its doctrines and testimonies, both by
their ministry and writings; and have illustrated its
(hristian faith by the consistency of their lives and
conversation, and their patience under persecation.
Amongst these, none shome more conspicuocusly, in
- the sarly days of the Society, than the subject of this
memoir. Having been convinced by the baptizing
miniatry of George Fox, she became s faithful mem.-
ber of the chureh; her influence and reputation in
the community, as well as her ministry and writings,
greatly contributing to advance the cause of truth.
As a preacher of the Gospel, she was fervent and
weighty ; as a writer, bold, earnest and persuasive;
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iv PREEFACE.

in her disposition, charitable and hospitable; and a
warm sympathizer with the afflicted and persecuted.

Her works having been long out of print, and
almost unknown in this country, it is believed that
the following compilation, giving a brief aceount
of her life, a selection from her epistles, and a few
extracts from her other writings, will prove accept-
able to the reader.



LIFE

MARGARET FOX,

CHAPTER I 1614-1658.

HER BIRTH—PARENTAQE—MARRIES THOMAM FELL, AND NET-
TLES AT AWABTHMORE — RELIGIOUS LI¥E — VISITED BY
OEOROE FOX— BHE AXD ARE CHILDREN CONVINOED —D8-
PTLEABRUTEE OF BER NUARAND—LETTRE FROM R, FARNSWORTH
== JURGE FELL REQONCILEDy AND A NEETING ESTABLISHED
AT HEE HOTSE — TESTIMONTY OF A. PIERAON AND WILLIAM
CATON TO THE EXEMPLARY OCHARACTER OF THE FAMILY —
DEATH OF HERE HUSBAFD — HIS CHARACTER — LETTEE OT
CORDOLENCE FROM A4, PIERSON — THETR OEILDEEN.

Mangarer Fox was born at Marsh Grange, in
the parish of Daltom, in Fournis, Lancashire, Eng-
land, in the year 1814. Bhe was the daughter of
John Askew, who was of an ancient and honourable
family; he was honest, picus and charitsble, and a
man of estate and education,

She was married, in her eighteenth year, to
Thomas Fell, of Swarthmore, a barrister-at-law, after-
wards a justics of the Quoram in his sounty, & member
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MARGARET FOX. T

tarned many from darkness unto light, and from
the power of Batan unto God.”

The powerful and awakening nature of the spi-
ritusl ministry of George Fox, and the effect pro-
duced by it on her own miod, and his discourse on
this occasion, she thus deseribes: —

“Qur house being a place open to entertain min-
isters and religious people, one of George Fox’s
friends brought him thither, where he staid all
night; and the wext day being a lecture or fast-day,
he went to Ulverstone steeple-house, but came not in
till people were gathered; I and my children had
been a long time there before. And when they were
singing, before the sermon, he came in; und when
they had done, he stood up, upon & seat or form, and
desired ‘that he might have libarty to speak ;' and
he that was in the pulpit said he might. And the
firat words that he spoke were as followeth : ¢ He ia
not & Jew that is one ontward, neither is that cir-
cumeision which is cutward ; but he is & Jew that is
one inward, and that is circumeision which is of the
heart.” And so he went on and esid ‘that Christ
waz the light of the world, and lighteth every man
that eometh into the world; and that by this light
they might be gathered to God, &e. I stood up in
wmy pew, and wondered at his doctrine; for T had
never heard such before: and then he went on, and
opened the Seriptures, and eaid: ¢The Seriptures
were the prophet's words, and Christ's and the apos-
tles’ words ; and what, as they spoke, they enjoyed
and possessed, and had it from the Lord " and eaid:






