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PREFACE

Tins series of studies upon the First Epistle of John
is the outgrowih of two convietions : First, that this
Episile lns mueh valuable truth for the upbuilding of
the Christian 1ife ; secondly, that noe condensed and
connected development of the truth eontained in the
hook Liag been published for many years, Students of
the Bible have often spoken of their diffieulty in
nnderstanding this Epistle. The writer confesses that
he had a similar experience himself. WWhen le first
began to study the book he could say with an ancient
author : ** 1 am far from understanding all ; I read, but
it scems to me as if what John meant were floating be-
fore me in the distance, and even when I look into a
passage altogether dark, I have a foretaste of sume
great, glorions meaning which I shall some day under-
stand.’’  The shuplicity of the language in which the
mnjesty and the depth of thought of thi= Epistle arve
expressed has hindered that earveful study of this ook
needod to trace its econnecting links, The profound
mysteries of the relation between God an the one hawnd,
and the world, the soul of man, the evil one, deceiving
spirits, and the coming Antichrist, on the other, are
stated in language adapted to the understanding of a
little child. But they ehallenge the most profound
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consideration of those who are deeply taught of Gad,
for they all have their roots in the unscen, the ever-
lasting, und the absolute Bouree of Life,

This apparent hiding of the meaning is not a matter
of wonder. Life in its emsence haz never been dizeoy-
eredd.  I[ts phenomena are all we kuoow. Thizs book
treats of lifp—life in God, revenled through Christ,
and imparted to us.  [ts structure is in harnony with
its theme, az is always Lhe case in the word of God.
All the words used in Seripture, under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, show a sympathetic capoeity to deal
with the truth under eonsideration never found in
other writings, This is strikingly seen in the Gospel
and Epistles of John az well as in the Apoenlvpsc.
The writer Las =ought to trace the course of these vital
undercurrents of life pressing their way through the
whole book.

The text used, in the main, is that of the Revised
version, Henee there is no discussion of =ome of the
mistrnnalations or unfortunate insertions that appear in
onr King James version of this Epistle.  The writer
hns sought, however, to get at the fundamental mean-
ing of the ook through the Greek text, withont ex-
plaining the process, and without trouhling the vender
with too frequent reference to the eriginal,  The truth
thns ascertained, he has sought to make konown in the
exposition,  He has made it o constant aim to foree
nothing into the text, although he is conscions of hav-
ing evolved from the text hat a swall portion of its
wealth and worth,  On the whole, he ventures to ex-
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press the hope that the reader who fallows him, will be
led into the secrets of the preat Jife which threbs in
every portion of this book, the richest of all the writ-
ings of the beloved diseiple.  In this confilence these
stidies are now laid at the Master's fect with the car-
nest praver that they may be used to unfold his glories
andl to feed the souls of the saints,

Grateful acknowledgment is made for valuable help
derived from the writings of Canon Westeott, Doctor
Candlish, Doctor Culross, J. N, Darby, W. Lincoln,
and, in a less degree, from F. D. Manviee.  SHpecial
mention should be made of Doetors Btifler and More-
head, from whom the author has derived valuable sug-
sestinus,

R. C.

I'wovipesce, K. L, April. 1880,
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