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PREFACE,

Durine the days and the years of our pilgrimage
here on earth, we have accumulated wvast quantities of
cheerful statistics, hilarious facts and solemn truths.
So full of these things had we become about a year
ago, that there was not room inside us for even an or-
dinaﬁr appetite. The matter came to a crisis when,
one day, we tried, with the aid of a mallet and wedge, to
pack away an ordinary unripe anecdote, and realized
the imminent danger we were in of cracking open in
several places if we did not find some means of dispos-
ing of a part of the surplus information we were car-
rying. We felt that the public needed it more than we
did, but having fears that the market would be glutted
if we unloaded it all at once, we determined to give it
to the American people in broken doses,

The result has been that for twelve months we have
been digging these facts, statistics, and truths out of

ourselves, and sending them abroad all over the land
L
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through the medium of Fexas Sififngs—a weekly illus-
trated journal costing §z2 a year, and sold by all news-
dealers in installments of 5 cents, payable weekly.

We now feel somewhat relieved, although there is a
great deal in us yet that it will take years to get rid of,
This book contains a part of what we have succceded‘
in enticing out of ourselves and publishing in Texas
Siftimgs during the past year

These Sketches are put in the form of a book, not so
much to enlighten, educate, and ennoble the human

race, as to put money in the pockets of
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THE DRUMMER.

T & & drummer
inhabits railroad
‘ ~ trains. Helis al-
(s AN - |  ways at home on

N

b, the cars. He al-
g0 temporarily in-

fests the best
rooms in hotels.
In winter he
wears an ulster,
with the surcin-
" gle hanging loose
behind, and in
summer a linen
duster.

He is usually
swung to a satch-
el containing a comb and brush, another shirt, a clean
celluloid collar, and a pair of cuffs; also a railroad
guide, and a newspaper wrapped around a suspicious-
lecking bottle, That is about ali the personal baggage
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he carries, except a “Seaside Library" novel, and a
pocket-knife with a corkscrew in the back of it. He
has a two-story iron-bound trunk containing “sambles
of dem goots," which he checks through to the next
town. He always travels for a first-class house—the
largest firm in their line of business in the United
States, a firm that sells more goods, and sells them
cheaper, than any two houses in the country, He is
very modest about stating these facts, and blushes when
he makes the statement; but he makes it, nevertheless,
probably as a matter of duty.

He can talk on any subject, although he may not
know much about it, but what little he knows he knows,
and he lets you know that he knows it. He may be
giving his views oo the fAnancial policy of the British
government, or he may only be telling you of what, in
his opinion, is good for a bail, but he will do it with an
air and a tone that leaves the matter beyond dispute.

He is at home everywhere, and he never seems out of
place wherever you find him, althongh we do not re- -
member ever to have found him in church, Sitting on
his gripsack at a way-station, waiting for a train six
hours behind time, and abusing the railroad officials
from brakesman to president, with a profuse and ro-
bust profanity that gives the air a sulphurous odor for
miles around, he seems in perfect keeping with the sur-
roundings. The scere would be as incomplete without
him as a horse race without a yellow dog on the track,

When the drummer gets into a railroad train, if
alone, he occupies twe seats. One he sits on, and on
the other he piles up his baggage and overcoat, and
tries to look as if they didn't belong to him, but to an-
other man who had just stepped into the smoking-car
and would be back dirvectly.

Drummers are usually found in pairs or quartettes on




