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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS.

WuoEvER has directed his thoughts to the con-
sideration of the present state of the law, with re-
spect to the Jews in Englatfd, must have observed
that a considerable degree of doubt and uncertainty
exists upon the subject. )

Most persons appear to entertain the opinion, that
the Jews lahour under some disabilities; but of their .
nature and extent there are, probably, very few
who ean give any distinct or accurate account.

It will be the object of the following pages to
remove, as far as possible, the uncertainty and diffi-
culty by which this question is surrounded —to
shew the former as well aé_the actual situation gf
the Jews in this country—and to point out the
foundation and nature of the law, as it regards them
at the present moment.

The peculiarity of the history of the Jews, as con-
nectéd with our own, renders it necessary, for the pur-
pose of coming to a certain conclusion upon their exist-
ing condition, to carry back the enquiry into the state .
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iv Introductory Remarks.

of the law to a very remete period. It will be seen,
from the following narrative, that it is about a century
and a half since the Jews returned to England, after
being totally absent from the Island for nearly four
hundred years, The opinions which prevail at the
present day, with regard to the nature of the disa-
bilities under which the Jews are thought to labour,
for the most part, are similar to those entertained ata
very early period after their return to this country.
As to these dizahilities, therefore, it is clear that if
the opinion of their existence is'well-founded, they
must result from laws which were in force during
the former abode of the Jews in England, Hence
8 necessity arises for examining, with minuteness,
into their situation, prior to their banishment in the
eighteenth year of Edward the First. Tt will be
seen by reference to the enquiry at the latter end of
this work, that this examination has been carefully
pursued —and, notwithstanding a very general opi-
nion to the contrary, the vesult will appear to be,
" that the only disability under which the Jews
now labour, by reason of any laws anciently in
existence, is an incapacity of acquiring landed pro-
perty. They were formerly under much more exten-
‘sive disabilities: the whole of these, however, arose
‘out of the circumstance of their being then considered

,* as villeins or serfs of the crown; and, as such a
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condition cannot at the present day exist, it follows
that those disabilities no longer continue.

The incapacity of the Jews to acquire landed pro-
perty, at the time of their banishment, rested upon a

statute which was passed in the fifiy-fifth year of .

Henry the Third ; and itis upon the operation of this
statute alone, that their present incapacity in this
respect rests. The authority and force of this sta-
tute, it will be found, are much doubted —it-is de-
nied that it ever was of llegislative force —or, Bup-
posing that it was formerly effective to that extent.
yet it is contended that it is at present inoperative.
The whole of the evidence which could be collected
in support of the original power of this statute is pre-
sented in the following treatise; and an attempt is
therc also made to meet the arguments which are
put forward to shew that the statute, if ever in force,
has ceased now to have any effect. 1t is proper to
state that the course which is thus pursued, was not
taken through any desire to maintain the existence
of a disability to the prejudice of the Jews, but from
a belief that it would be to theix advantage, that the
full strength of the case which could be made cut in
support of this disability, should be made public; i
order that, if there was any ground for the opmion
that they cannot hold land, the subject might, in the i
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event of an application to the legislature for the re-
moval of their other disabilities, be well considered.*

It will be seen that the only other disabilities
under which the Jews labour, ariseluut of the neces-
sity which the law imposes in certain cases, of taking
the Oath of Abjuration, and subseribing to the Declar-
ation established by the statute of the Sth of George
the Fourth—as both the Oath, and Declaration con-
tain the words, * upon the truc faitk.qf' a Christian.”
A Jew is of course shut out from filling any situation
" where these are required: from this cause he is
prevented from sitting in Parliament, from holding

* A very clever pamphlet hes lately appeared, writien by Mr, Gold-
smid, in which, g8 a part of the general sulject of the Jewish diss-
bilities, the question of the present force of this statnte fa skilfully
handled. It is principatly 1o the arguments that are adduced by him
apon this point that the obeervations on this head, which will be
found in the following treatise, are directed.  After the explanation
given ashove of the motives which induced the author to pursue
the course that he has teken, it is perhaps unoecessary for him.
to say that he i by no meane desirous of being thought to have
the best of the argument. He would, howerer, presa it upon the con-
sideration of those who have undertaken to advocate the cause of the
Jews; whether such a case of doubt, at least, is not raised vpon this
matter, a8 renders it advisable that some direct Jegislative declaration
should be made upan the subject. Whether there is not sl &
danger, in the present duily discoveries that are made of ancient docu-
ments and records, that some conclusive evidence may still be found
which may establish the fact, that the Ondinances in question were
of legislative foree.
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any Office Civil or Military under the Crown, and
from filling any situation in Corporate Bodies; and
may be excluded from practising at the Bar, or as
an Attorney, Proctor, or Notary, from voting at glec-
tions, from enjoying any exhibition in either Univer-
sity, and from filling some other offices of minor im-
portance. ;

Such is a short summary of the disabilities to which
it will be seen, the Jews at the present day are sub-
jected in this country.

It is proposed very briefly to enquire, whether
these disabilities shounld be any longer continued.

In considering this subject, it is proper to bear in
mind the circumstances which produced the laws
‘that imposed these disabilities. '

First, As regards the law which prevents a Jew
from holding landed property. It will be shewn in
the following treatise, that the statute which raised
the disability in this respect, was passed for the
purpose of obviating evils which can no longer exist.
At the time when the statute was made the Jews -
were regarded as the villeins of the king, and the
crown became eatitled, immediately to whatever
property they acquired. The object of the statute
was to remedy the inconvenience which this right
* of the king produced; and not. to afford security
against any evils which were experienced from the



