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PREFACE.

Somrk years since, when making padestrian toura through
Essex, I was struck with the peealisrity of the disleet,
and I noted down many words, Having looked through
Mr. Russell Smith’s List of Provineial Glessaries for
England, and not found one for this county, it occurred
to me that a Glossary might be unseful, especislly as T
leatrned that the dislect was dying out, With this view I
consnlted several works on the subject, but wae not at firat
rewarded with much success. The Mithridatea of Adelung
gives a version of the Lord's Prayer in the dislect of
Walden, in Essex, taken from Chamberlayne's Oratio
Dominica.®* Upon cxaminstion I found shst the version
in question did not relate to the Essex dialect at all,
but to that of the Weldenses or Vauduiz,{ which would
seem to bear considerable resomblance to the Gaelic
I next consultedl Halliwell's Skeich of the FProvineial

* Headed in Adel Eddfmdwi&um‘rdﬁumm
Aus Chamberlayne, unﬁ

t The Veudois, Valdenses urWuldemu.m their own dialect

dwell in thres high valiays of Piedmant,
In the “Epm " Adelung, after referring to Chamberla

npf THe Mundart in hmlﬂdﬂn Wiidan in der ﬂngl:llttbeu l]’mﬁa{:ﬂ
Esnsox, dessen Einwohner obme Zweifel eine Galische Columu e,
weioht davon merklich ab, Chamberlayne und wolers Sherwaspdons
haben Walden mit den Waldenaern verwedusdiy, wnd ddowe Ve Bruewes,
nnch Ttalfon verpflanst.



iv FREFAQE.

Dialects of England, which containg a poem of the * Fif-
teenth Century, by the Vicar of Maldon, from a M.S. Harl.
271 f. 26, in the Essex dialect of the period,” but whieh,
on exsminstion, appeared to be written in the common
English of the time. In an article in the Penny Cyelo-
pedis¥ on the Saxon Langusge and Literature,” the
writer, in & note, asserts that nearly one-half of Gommer
Gurton’s Needle is writien in the dialect of Essex. TUpon
referring to “ A Ryght Pithy, Pleasaunt, and Merie Comeadie,
intytnled Gurion’s Nedle,”} I foond that, even supposing
the latter to be written in the Essex dialect, which I de
not believe, it bore no resemblance whatever to the dialect
spoken in the county at the present day. To the words
which I had colleeted during my pedestrian tours through
the connty I added several more from a short list contained
in the Monthly Magarine for July, 1844} and others from
Bailey's Dictionary, Halliwell's Archaic Dictionary, snd
Grose's Gloasary. I have also taken many more from
Mr. Charles Clark’s interesting little poem, “ John Noakes
and Mary Styles,” which containe some of the mest difficult
words and phrases in the dialect.§ I bave also coneulted
the same author's * Trip to Tiptres, or 8 Lover’s Triumph
{in versa),”] Of course some of the worde containad in
* Vol. xx. p. 481, Lond. 1841,

+ By John Btill, Lond. 1676.
4 Pp. 49890, list appesrs to have been compiled by Mr. Danial
, and containg enly 79 words.
. 1B49. 1Zmo.
Tiptrea, 1842, Bvo. I note that * Tipm Fair in 1844,"
J. B H. (;Gtsgf contains at the ead *The Trip to Tiptree, or & s
Triumph, humbly o the philologiat as s spacimen of the dialset
of the paasantry of Lssex.*
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the present Glossary sre merely different orthographies or
eorruptions of words which occor in English Dictionaries,
bat, as many of them are given by Mr. Clark, snd as I am
sidvised that they come within the province of & Glossary, I
have thought it prudent to retain them.* The grestest
pecaliaritiea of the dialect that I have met with are north
of Chelmsford, especislly at Braintres, Halstead, Grosfield,
Bardfield, Wethersfleld, and in the vieinity of the Balt
Ings. In some parts of the county the dialect resembles
that of Kent; in others that of Suffolk. It is, howerer, not
genarally so broad me sither, mor 18 it spoken with the
sirong whining tone of the Boffolk dialect. It contains
many words from the SIIOB,T Frieslo, Dutch, and Belgie,
not usually found in other English dialects, as ails, amper,
bigge, bog, bullimony or bullimong, cowl, golls, housen, lugsome,
mad, mawther, not, pillow-beer, rumpled, sliver, slud, slump,
smaea: others from the Norman, ss foizon, fradl, chate, coppy.
The dislect slec containe mapy Chancerisn words, and
includes & good mady slang words; bat, a3 they are not
peculiar to the county, I have endeavoured to pass them by,
There is s tendency to transpose letiers; as aers for ears.
Vowels are frequently lengthened, as maade for made,
maaks for make. A4 is liable to become O, as ollis for slways,

* Ihave lately come across s collestion of Glossaries published by
J. B. Bell, Lond, 1851, contnining some provincial words used in Essex,
from Ifh.)ch I have culled & fow words.

+ Dr. Latham (The Eoglish Language, 5th ed. p. 18) s "On.
the authority of historians A.p. 530 certain Haxons landed m
that the county of Kasex wmmmMﬁMﬂwmmm Bnﬁnh
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E often changes into 4, as anough for enough, arrant for
errand, warse for verse. [ has frequently a broad sound,
a3 fbins, noice, amoile, toime, hwoice, for fine, nice, smile, time,
twice. O often becomes U, as frum, sput, nut, for from,
spot, not. [} is sometimes changed into T, as arrant for
errand, ballet for ballad. The letter R is sometimes dropped,
a8 suppass'd for surpassed, hul for hurl, As in other dislects,
words are often abbreviated snd contracted, and tha ecor-
ruptions are many,® as amas, ast, au to, boarni, mealy, lowance,
monsus, for almost, asked, sll to, bonnet, mostly, sllowance,
monstrous. The use of W for ¥ ie common in some parts,
a3 warse for verse, &e.

Eszex people generally proscunecs the letter H corractly;
bat there ia nevertheless a tendency to drop this letier when
prefixed by T, &8 now and ¢en, for now and then. We also
occasionally find worde prefized by s, as scringing for
cringing; but this is not peculiar to any dialect. Some
words would appesr to have been formed by imitation of
soand, as bobbery, bonz. The old plural in en slso oceurs,
az housen for hooses.t The people do not apeak in the
often subdued tome of Londoners; indeed, they more fre-
quenily scream their words, aod remind one of the Venetian
gundolier or the French poissonniére.

The following quotation from Mr. Charles Clark's

* [ have heard Mountnessing pronounoed Musnazess,
+ It is the tarmination of the second declension of the Anglo-Sazon.
Compars Chaucer’s eyon, shoon, been, assen, for eyes, shoas, baca, nsscs.



