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TESTIMONIAL.

We the subscribers, for the benefit of strangers, most
cheeefully testify to the worthiness of this intention ol the
author to relieve himself from peconiary indeliedocss, o
which he is continaally sabjected as an iovalid; and we
wonld asenre the henevolent and chamtable, thal any aid he
may receive from the sale of this volumey, nr othorwise, will
afford immediate relief to one- who bas expericoecd long
years of unusual and constapt suflerny in darkmess.

o
(Signad)  CHARLES BURROTGHS, Portamonth, N. I,
A. P PEABODY, i

WILLTAM LAMSON, & L
HEXREY T MOOEE, Portland, M.
J. W, BOXILAM, Laneell, Muses.
MOSES GRANT, Bogton, Musa,
T. STARR KING, o

ALYAH HOVEY, Newtin Cenfre, -2fasa,
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“ LT, dark is my pathway, iT iz the 0 sfine,
And el nle oo dg {n birr ol abwva,
Yot the Aowers, e bioks o ith theslr morh: aes mine,
And mlen is thie rnavenees of [rleeds ihat | e,
Wiy (e howld | weeep, wwhen ihiey speak ante me
I'I_I?le. heauiy aud grialent 1 EEver ey soe f

@t Tmever may seel O no ! L hove hops
Liv thx e wwho will yet tarm oy ulaib 1o the lipght;
Nt always in darkizess may spirit shinll pm[h‘.‘i
Far thie ghury of hoavew hall bupst on oy flzbt,
When that moming shall dawn, ol b theo ehall | ges
The brasty, the beightness, oy bidden from me
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DEDICATION,

Taowcn these Flowers have slently Woomed i the val-
ley of soerow, encompassed with the chadows of o painful
mldversity, and therefore may not exhale fragrance hike those
which are gathered along. the ssnny paths of health amd
prosperity, yeb

THE AUTHOR

would bombly venture w present this Bttle offering
TO THOSE THOUGHTIFUL FRIENDEH,

who have so genercuely extendsd o him cheir Christian
sympathics and their disinterested benevolence, as a willmg
token of hie grateful appreciation of all their kindnesses,
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INTRODUCTORY.

Tne anthor of the fullowing unpreteoding volume
has o more than nsual elaim upon the pablic, which ex-
tends to its sympathy as well a8 to i3 taste. The
poems composing the book have been produced from
the depths of physieal suffering, as deep as ever man
lias known., While shut from the light of day by
worse than blindness, the muose has come to him in his
darkness, and borne him cut among the green and fair
things of earth; and through the tranzmuting power of
his poetic fancy, the besutiful has become installed
where to one less gifted all would have been barren
dezpair. At the moment when the world was bright-
est to him, and hope most buoyant, in anticipation of
pzefulnes: for which his education had fitied him, a
painful disease of his optic nerves seized him, and
blotted oul his hopes forever. He has for nearly fif-
teen years sought refief in vain; but his heart has
never hardened with the burden that fell vpon it, nor
hiz mind loat its elasticity though his eyes were sealed
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a3 avenues to its nolriment.  Like o bird in a dungeon
he has sung his songs, and their echoes have reached
the outer world, and the sympathetic have pansed by the
way to listen to them, touched by their sirange melody.
This long and drear confinement has involved ox-
penses that e is il able to bear, that his singing and
Lis fivith and his great patience bave not been able {o
lift bim over, and this volume it 12 hoped will prove,
throuzh the Lkindness of friends, a help in necd that
ghall relieve him from the embarrassments of present
necesgity, and keep the wolf from the door in the years
to ensoe, before ho shall zsiok to what will prive to
him a weleome rest.

B, . SHILLABEL,
Bosrow, Decomber, 1858,



