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PREFACE.

The Author dges not adventors thess discoursss on
asconnt of any intrinsie mocit they poesess, but for the
excellense of the objest for which they mre pablished.

The prosesds, if any, will be given to the Schools of
the distriet, which ore endenred to tha Aothor by many
sacred assoviations. He is thankful to find them much
solarged and in so flourishiog & sfate.  His sarnest praver
is offorsd that the presiding Minister, the Committess of
manigement, and the peveral Teachers, may live bo ses,
or bave faith to balieva, that God's blessing hins rested, and
will continns to rest, upon theie prayarful and persevoring
labours.

New Buranrom, CHREVHIER,
Hep, 29, 1854,




Mow therefors, O Lord car God, I beseech thes, savs as out
of bis hand, thet all the kingdoma of the earth may know

that thon art the Lord God, even theu only.
2 Ermsea, xrx. 19,

Bzamons of 4 doetrinal character have their use in
teaching men what is the will of God, and it is from
a knowledge of that will, that precepta to model
practice are deduced. To preach dectrine practically,
and practice doetrinally, is the highest style of ser-
mon writing. The bulk of this discourse, however,
is meither dostrinal por prastical, but historical and
expository. 1t is an exposition of the history of
king Hezekinh's deliverance from the power of
Sennacherib, king of Assyris, and is chosen because
the subject has been brought before us in the firet
lesson of this morning’s service.* May it be in-
atrective, and may the concluding remarks, which
are practical, be owned and blessed of God.

* Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity.



Hennacherib, king of Aseyria, in the fourteenth
year of Hexzekiah, king of Judah, came up againet all
the fenced cities of Judsh, and took them, He laid
Hezekiah nnder tribute, and a0 great was the sum,
vig :—threa hundred talents of silver, and thirty
talenta of gold, * that, in the impoverished state
of the nation, in order to pey it, he had recourse to
the same expedient to which, on ene oceasion, his
father Ahez resorted ; he out off the gold, whieh,
at the commencement of his reign, be had re-placed
to embellish the doors and pillars of the holy
temple.t

In this he was doubtless blame-worthy, he should
have refused to pay, or found some other means of
paying it.  Although, as it appears from the histary,
the tribute money was duly paid, yet notwith-
standing, after & lapse of about three years, the king
of Asayrin, without soy provoeation, sends an armed
host agninst Jerusulem. The king's embassadors,

+ The weight of a Jewish talont, aceording to De. Arbathnot,
wad 1151bs, [oz. 1dwh 10%urains troy weight,

A talent of glver E £342 3 2
A talant of gold = 64,752 0 O
300 telenta of silver = 102656 6 0
30 talents of gold = LE42n80 0 O

Total tribute tn English mopey waa £1,745218 3 @

+ 1 Kiogs vi. 32, 0 Chron, covifi. 21, 24, sod x3ic, 3,
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Tartan and Habsaris and Habshakeh, seek an
interview with Hezekiah, The king declines trust-
ing himself with his domincering invaders, and
appoints commissionersa: he orders Eliakim the
son of Hilkiah, and Shebus the soribe, and Josh
the son of Asaph the recarder, to mest these thrae
captains and receive their message. They come
charged with rebuke, insult, and blasphemy, Hese-
kiah will not admit the Aseyrian host within his
wills—this 18 construed into rebelion!  With
pompous words, Hezekiah's counsel and strength
for & war, with such o king as the great kiog of
Asgayrie, ig questioned. * Thou sayest,” snith Rab-
shakeh, in bebalf of bis master, who was then warring
against Lachish * *“but they are but vain words—
I have counsel and strenpth for the war: now, on
whom dest thou trust, that thon rebellest against
me?" Ha acoused him of trusting upon Egypt for
help, when auch wos not the fact. Hoshea, king of
Tarael, had indeed confided in Egypt, and had, alas,
found the simile of the staff of the bruised reed to
be but too trae a description of Egypt'z help, or
rather Egypt's weskness : but the godly Hegeliah,
king of Judsh, trusted not in an arm of flesh; he
knew the truth of the saying, It is better to trust
in the Lord than to put aoy confidence in man.

* 2 Chron. xxxii. B,
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It is better to trust in the Lord than to put any
confidence in princes.” (Pselm cxviii. 8, 9.} He
could, and doubtless did sey with David, *Through
God we shall do veliantly: for He it is whe
shall tread down our enemiea." % Thia pious
confidence in God the infidel Rabshakeh despised,
and when entreated to utter his blasphemy in the
Byrian language, which was not understood by the
eommon peopls in Jernaslem, he persisted in
spesking in Hebrew, the wulgar tongue ; and tried
to intimidate them, by describing, in obscene lan.
guage, the distress they might experience from
famine during e long eiege: and calling loudly to
exaite them to rebellion, said, on behslf of his
master, ** Lot not Hezehiak deceios you, for he shall
nat be able to deliner you out of his hand ; neither
et Hozekiah make wou frust in the Lord, saying,
the Lord wall suraly defiver we; and this city shall
not be delivered fnto the hand of the Mng of dssyria ;"
and then attribating all his past military suceess
to the interference of his heathen deities, which
were no gods, Benpacherib impiously contrasts

+ * Youthful readers may have thin tmth more firmily
fixod in their minds, by being informed that the former
of thess verses is tha middls verse in the whole Bible;
vamaly, the fftean thousand fSive htmdred and eighty-
mevanth|

* Psalm Ix, 12
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their power with the Almightiness of the Lord
God of heaven mnd earth. Where are the gods of
Hamath and drpad ! Where are the gods of Sephar-
vaim, Hena, and Tvak I hove they delivered Samaria
ot of mine hand ! Who are they among ail the gods
of the countries, that have delivared their country ot
of mind hand, that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem
out of mine hand. Hezekinh was o wise and a
pradent, as well g a pions prince, therefore, fore-
seeing the languages Rabshakeh would be ordered
to employ, he eounselled hia envoys and commanded
his people to hold their peace, lest they should get
engaged in a reviling contention, and thus provoke
his enemies to further impiety. Bt the people
hald their peace, and answsred him not & word : for
the king's commandment wes, saying, onsuer Aim not,
In abhorrence, however, of his blasphemy, and in
grief for the affiicted estate of the nation, they rent
their clothes, as their manner was, and retumed to
Hezekiah, who alse, when he heard what had passed,
did likewise ; moreover, he covered hirnself with ascl
cloth, and fasted and prayed, and took an early oppor-
tunity of attending divine worship in the house of
God. He then sent for Isaiah who was the prophet
of the day, and whe, for about fifty years, had been
prophesying in Judsh, and he rehearsed in his enrs
“ the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria



