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PREFACE.

Twis volume has been entitled * Summer and
Winter Hours,™ because its contents are, in truth,
the fruits of sach hours, snatched at intervals from
literary pursuits of a graver and more continuous,:
though not more congenial kind. The author was
desirons of publishing a selection’ of his fugitive
pieces, more as an intimation of his poetical existence
than as any attempt to prove himself entitled to the
highest honours of the Muse. If he live, he will
put his Capﬂ.bilities as a poet to a more ambitious
and arduous test.

It need only further be remarked, that if, in the

following pages, the writer has occasionally spoken
b
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in the first person, it was simply for the sake of
embodying more vividly emotions which he himsell
was at the time experiencing, and with which, he

believes, most readers are, in a greater or less degree,

prepared to sympathize,

‘Whatever be the fate of his book, he has already
had his own reward. The happiness he has enjoyed
in clothing in words the various sentiments it con-
tans—in giving a * local habitation and a name”
to the different mooeds of mind which it illustrates,
has been to him, as it is to every brother of the
lyre, a sufficient and abiding recompense.

EpivsuRcH, January, 1831,
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