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PREFACE.

Soon after tather’s recovery {rom the deep affiiction
of soul through which he passed, many of his frieuds
and acquaintances were puxious to Liear bis account of
these sore trials.

The movings of his mind were so clearly marked
through this perind that L found ko difficolty in re-
racing hils steps even to the miinutest events,

Regarding this afffiction as o providence of God, he
ever spoke of this period with deep fnterest and cleer-
fulness; feeling that that wherennto it had been seut
had been accomplished. To make bis own life aund
expetience tou prominent in his ministry he felt would
be wrong. [t was right that he ¢hould dvaw from the
lessons be had learned, yet lLis duty was to preach
Christ and not himself. Constant enquiry after inel-
dents of bis life, especially the five years of complete
silence from the ministry, whereln he now felt that
God in Hiz mercy had led bim, and the frequent re-
quest that lie should leave a record of these mysterious
dealings of the Lord, as he esteemed them to be, brought
him to the constderation of writing his own life. He
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submitted bis purpose to a number of friends and
brethren, all of whom enoouraged him in his intended
undertaking.

Accordingly, 10 15866, he began the writings which
have led to the volume you now hold I your hands.
It was his purpose to compiete the work and have it
published during the few ysars to follow. As he ap-
proached the period of his theun present existence, where
his work wae to end, he made some investigatious as
to the cost of publication. The cost was at this time
s0 great, and financial depression among his friends
and acquaintances so wide spread, that his limited
mesus would notjustify the publication. Jle expressed
the desive, however, if not done before, that afrer his
decesse his fumiiy should have the work completed
and pablished, not that he desired especially for his
memtory o be perpetuated in the world by books fnd
records, but feeliug that the struggles e madein youth
to (it himself for the great doties ot lifo might be a
stimmulant to othiers of like surroundings.  That his re-
ligious Impressions and his actions lowards them
might be a guide to some soul when his voice should
be forever silenced. That his wministerial life from
his first impressions to exeretse in public to ils close
might give some light to others who may follow.  And
that the fiery trials aud deep afflictions which eume
over his soul, staid only by God's eurbing hand, miglit
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ever siand out as a monument of his love and tender
mercy towards those who love and fear him, These
were the hopes that led to the nndertaking. That
part of the work written by father goes to the press in
his own style and language. This will be readily re-
cognized by all who knew him, and comprises abount
three-fonrths of the work.

We ask that the reader will nol censure us for the
chapter on the family history, as the design is to take
this occasion to prescrve the substantial facls we have
gathered of the family from which the subject of this
work sprang.

The task of completing this biography has boen as-
signed to myself, believing that my intimate acquaint-
ance with his life from the time he ceased Lo write to
the day of his deaih gives advantages both necessary
and deairable to the accomplishment of this work. In
undertaking this I desire to =ftate what I know, and
what I believe from the hest anthority to have been
true. At the time father returued to the winistry I
had reached that age when the parent centers much
interest in the child. Being the oldest then living, the
social relation existing between father and myself was
very intima'e.  Ile tulked freely with me upon many
subjects ; much of what I wiriie was drawn from these
interviews. It is hoped that thislittle voluime, though
not suflicient to withstand harsh criticism, may con-
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tribute something to the great cause in which father
spent his life; that it may tend to inspire all who read
it to purer and holier lives and that not one soul who
peruses it may ever be lost. And that it may espe-
cially prove a refreshing shower of grace, through the
Holy Spirit, to the exhortations and warnings he so
faithfully delivered while here in the flesh to all who
heard them, and thal the Holy Spirit may ever guide
thie heart of the reader as he peruses itz pages.

H. C. OLIVE.
APEX, N. ., August 1st, 1556



