THE LIFE AND

WRITINGS OF
THEODORE PARKER



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649633012

The Life and Writings of Theodore Parker by Albert Réville

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ALBERT REVILLE

THE LIFE AND

WRITINGS OF
THEODORE PARKER

ﬁTrieste






7/zfz??:, ) ’/%‘,?

THE

LIFE AND WRITINGS

or

THEODORE PARKER.



THE

LIFE AND WRITINGS

THEODORE PARKER.

By

ALBERT REVILIE, DD,

(AUYHORIEED TEAFSLATION, ENVIERD BT YHN ATFEOR)

A thealoginm, fromn Lo sdhool
! O Oammbridge on the Uharis, wax Usere:
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Mor bentak'd mubare from bl plan,
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library, or ta boar multZtudes of strong mon fmputs thulr couversion to him ¢
for ha belleved In (God and men s camplstely that his fragmentary donials wers
but the foating drift wpon the deap, swift current of his mighty flth.”

Rav, 4, D. Maro.

JOHY CHILDE AXD BON, FRINTERR



CONTENTS.

CHAF.

I
1I.
L.
1V,
T

L
VIL
VUL

1I.
L
.
V.

VIIL

OHILDHOOD AND EARLY YOUTH ... e

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ... aas s
RELIGIOUE ORIBIR . e i
VIRIT TO EUEOFR e wes waa
THE MIFISTERE OF THE 28TH BOSTON CONGRE-

GATION e e e s
AN AMERICAN REFORMER -ss e
THR QUEATION OF BLAVERY aen v
THE KIDNAPPERS s e e

THE LAST DAYE OF A JUBT MAN ... .-
THIf MAN WAS A PROPHET s

EXTRACTS FROM I'ARKER'S WRITINGS.

THR TRANBIENT AND FEEMANENT IN CHRIBTI-

ARITY s e e s
RELIGIOUS JOT e . e
THR TRUE IDEA OF A ONRIBTIAN CHURCH ...
TUE AGED . e e e
THE DUTY OF OBEYING THE LAW TOUCHING

FUQITIVE BLAVES . e e

. THE UHIEF BINS OF THE PEOFLE ... s
. A LEBEON FOR THH DAY -

TRUTH 1IN CORFLICT WITH THH WOERLD .

FAON

BB a

61
7l
a1
106G

144

1G0
178
175
152

188
180
194






THEODORE PARKER,

HIS LIFE AND WORKS.

I nave alwoye considered it one of the happy cireum-
stances of my life as an author that, thanke to the incom-
parable organ of public opinion, Za Revus des Deus
Mondes (Number of the 1st Oct., 1861), I was able to
draw the attention of the general public to the eminent
preacher of Boston, in the United States, namely, Theo-
dore Parker. Doubtless his name was already known in
several religious circles; but beyond the limita of Ame-
rica the knowledge of him was far from being proportion-
ate to his morits. Sinco tho publication of that article
numercus indieations, rising in some sort at tho four
corners of the horizon, bear witness to the growing in-
terest which connects itself with the idess and the cha-
racter of that truly admirable man; ome of the superior
souls of the 19th century, which the sun of the fu-
ture has lighted up with ite carly rays. It is, thon, with
oll the esrnestness which multiplied oecupations per-
mitted me to apply to the task, that I yielded to the de-
sire expressed by some of his old friends, to the effect
that I would produce a Memoir of him with more details
and explanations than the limits of & review-article au-
thorized in my former labour. Moreover, in eomporing
thai Besay I hnd at my dispc;s.ﬂ only eertain newspaper-
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articles, fanereal notices, snd communieations from friends
and sinee then the sources to be consulted in order to
troce the attractivo history of his lifo, have grestly in-
creased. Among others we owe to one of his friends, Mr
J. Weiss, the inapprecisble advantsge of sequaintance
with his voluminous correspondence, at least in all of it
that is likely to interest the public* Some incon-
voniencos procoeding from an ill armngement of the
numercua lotters printed by the suthor, cannot lesson
our gratitude for the great service he has rendered. We
are also obliged to him for having scattered over his nar-
rative notes taken from the private journal that Parker
was aecustomed to keep, extracts from which, more than
narrated facts and even than friendly letters, ennblo us
to penotrato to the core of his nable hoart,

This study, resumed with now acarces of information,
has led me to rectify my firsk production on more points
than one, at lenst for what concerns the external frame-
work of the biography. TFor, as to the picture iteelf, I
have only had to persist in the judgment which 1 at the
first pronounced touching the American reformer. The
giguntic eventa of which his country has been the theatre,
that eolosssl erisia which, at the moment when theee linea
are writien, in procecding towsrd an issue corresponding
to his hopes after having realized all the fears of his en-
lightensd patriotism, this is the most eloquent comment-
ary on that lifs of his suddenly put to an ond. I hope
then that thia book will in some measure contribute to n
movement replste with promises, which carries the human
raco onwards in the way of religious, moral, and social
progrees, I do mot bolieve that our npe i, a3 some de-
¢clare, more irreligions, more immoral, and, in general,
worse, than others. I even think that without much

% Life and Correspondence of Theodore Parker, by J. Wolss, Lon-
don, 1888,



