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Prefuce

Tez volume now submitbed to the British publie waa
pented primarily for usa in those Indian missdonary semi-
naries, or * Inafitutions,” with which the name of Dr, Duff
will be for ever associated, aud which have effected zo much
good in the Fast. While the work was in progress, it was sug-
gested that the alteration of a few sentenecs might adapt it to
the highor schools in this conntry, for which » small History
of Indis wes much required. In meking the requisite altera-
tions, & question arose whether the first part of the voluma,
that éntitled, * The Hinda Period,” should mot be greatly
enrtailed, aa parts of it wounld, no doubt, prove tedious read-
ing to the youthe in Britain. It had been purposely pre-
sented at great lemgth, from the conviction thad the Hindus
coubd nok fail to feed Intoreat in & marrative deseribing the
vioe and comeolidation of their eivil and religions polity, On
the whals, it waa thought batter to allow the early shapters
to remain mmabridged, conneelling teachers who might uee the
volums to omit-the parta less interesting v the West, and
proceed as moon as posaible to the continuous nerrative
The omitted portions may be read by sewe of those who
intend ultimstely to compets for Indian appoiniments, snd
wish, therefors, o gain aJl the information within their reach
regarding the history, philosophy, and religions of ansient
India.
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The volume now imusd must nesessarily be, in its main
features, a compilation. Of the various suthorities con-
enlted in penning the earlier chapters, the chief have been
the writings of Profesaors Horace Hayman Wilson snd
Max Miller; the Rev. Dr. Wilson of Bombay, and John
Muoir, Esq., D.C.L, late of the Bengal Civil Service; the
Caleatta Review; the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Lon-
don; the Asistic Fesearchea; Murray's, Elphinstone's, and
Marshman's Histories of India; Ferguson's Handbook of
Architecture; the volume on Indiz in Bohn'a Seriea; the
Rev. Joseph Mullens on the Religious Aspecta of the Hindn
Philosophy, d&e. Tha latter holf of the volume iz mainly
founded on Mill's History of India, with the continuation
by Profeasor Horace Hayinan Wilson, the Calcutta Review,
Thornton's and Murray's Historles, and othem.

In regard to the apelling of Indian worde, the author has
experienced coneiderable perplexity. While in India, ha
adopted the aystem of Hir Willlam Jones, which is in uss
in the Asijatic and other sccieties, and, if univeranlly adopted,
would establieh a consiatent and intelligible method of writ-
ing Eastern words, But, since retormiog to Europe, he has
seon cause to doubt whather this scientific method will ever
gain favour in Britaln, The present treaties, therefors, in
a graat majority of cases, adopta the popular mode of spell-
ing—that used in Government despatehes and in the newes-
papers of the day.

The volume beiog desipned for oung persons of fifteen or
sixteen, there ia in it an ceccssional tonch of pleasantry,
which wonld have been avoided had the author heen ad-
dressing peraous of graver yenrs

The illustrations have been derived from various sonross.
Two, the Mahratin and the god Krishna, are from pative
pictures, purchased in Nagpors; the spirited representation
of Huncoman, the mookey god, is from a pleture on mica,
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the property of the Rev. R B. Blyth, lata of Madras; that
of Beringham from o similar one, the property of the Rev.
A B. Compbell of Madraa  Of the remaining figures, some
are from the Asistic Researches and the Joorna] of the
Asiatic Bociety; the others generally recut from fignres or
woodeuts, the property of the Mesars, Neleon. The suthor
hears cheerful testimony to the aldll and fidelity with which
Mr. Bmall has drawn the figures and Mr, Borders cat them
on wood

Joho Muir, Eaq,, D.C.L, whoee high sttainments as an
orientelist are o well known, and to whom Seotland and
the empire generally nre indebted for the Bansorit chair
recently founded in Edinburgh University, did the suthor
the high favour of lockdng over the chapters on the " Hindu
Period” when they were in proof, Some slight modifications
have been adopted at the suggestion of Dr. Muir, but it
would be unfaic to hold that gentleman ms committed to
any one epecific statement made in the worlkk The Rev.
John Braidwood, late of Madras, also kindly locked over
the sbove-named portion of the velume; and tha Rev.
T. Bmith, formerly of Caloutia, and the Rav. K. B. Blyth,
formerly of Modras, over the whole.

8till, for the facta statod, and especially for the opinione
expressed, the writer holds himeelf alone responsible. Awail-
ing himself of the experience acquired during e residence
of upwards of eight years in India, he has written with
more freedom than he wounld otherwiso have ventured to
employ. 'However imperfoctly he has succeeded, his aim
has been historie impartiality. On thie account it has at
timea been meceseary to dissent from the policy or the act-
ings of the Anglo-Indian Government; yet, when the ex-
ceeding diffcnlty of its position 1s talpn into aecoumt, if haa,
in the author's judgment, &1l along, and specially within
ihese later years, deserved much more commendnation than
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it has ever received, Had ita good desds mob groatly ex-
ceeded those of & contrary character, ik wonld long ers this
Kave fallen. With all its defecte, it is the best Government
Indie has ever known ; and had 1€ been overthrown, aa the
vebeln desired, in 1867, untold miseries would long eze this
bave begun to overspread the land,

It hae plessed God, in his wonderfal providence, that the
vagt Indian empire shounld be governed from this remote
island of the sea. It is consequently the duty of all classes:
fo this land fo acqualnt themselves with the condition
of the countless millions {n the East living under the sway
of the British scepira. Ttis the eanest desive and prayer of
the writer, that the volume now sent forth may, to some
small extent, at least, aid in imfersting the young people of
our country in the remote Angle-Indian empire; so that,
when they grow up, they may in their several epheres assist
in promoting its tampovnl welfare, and taldng mensures to
dissipate that moral and religicus dackness which casts over
the aternal destiny of its people po fearfl » gloom.

R H

Boornoeae, Nay 1863,




