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People of Great Britain,

&c. &:;.

My fellow-countrymen,

THE fentiments which I thall, in this ad-
drefs, take the liberty of ftating to you en
fome interefting points, will, I hope, meet
with your candid attention; if not from their
worth, from the confideration that they are
the fentiments of an independent man. lam
neither the friend or enemy of any party in
the ftate; and am fo far an impraicable
man, that on all public queftions of import-
ance I will follow the ditates of my own indi-
vidual judgement. No favour which I could
receive from this or from any adminiftration
would induce me to fupport meafures which
1 difliked ; nor will any negle@ I may expe-
¥
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rience impel me to oppofe meafures which 1
EPPI.T.IVE-

A new fyftem of finance has this year
been introduced; and I fairly own it has my
approbation as far ap it goes. It has given
great difcontent to many; but it has given
none to me. I lament, s every man muft
do, the neceflity of impofing {o heavy a bur-
then -on the community; and, with a family
of eight children, I fhall feel its preflure as
much as moft men: but I am fo far from
cenfuring the' minifter for having done fo
much, that I fincerely with he had done a
great deal mare. In the prefent fituation of
Great Britain, and of Europe, palliatives are
of no ufe, Hhalf-meafures cannot fave wus.
Inftead of calling for a tenth of a man’s in«
come, 1 with the minifter had called for a
tenth ot for fuch other portion of every man’s
whole property as would have enabled him
not metely to make a temporary provifion for
the war, but to have paid off, in a few years,
the whole or the greateft part of the national
debr.
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- A'million a year has been wifely fet apart
for the reduftion of the debt; and had we
continued at peace, its operation would have
been beneficially felt in a few years: but, in
vur prefent circumitances, and with an ex-
pefation of the recurrency of war at fhort
perieds, it is not one, two or three millions
"a year, that can preferve us from bank-
ruptcy. We had better ftruggle to effeét the
extinction of the debt in five years than in
fifty, though our exertion, during the fhorter

period, fhould be proportionably greater.

A nation is but a colle€tion of individuals
united into one body for mutual benefit; and
a national debt 15 a debt belonging to every
individual, in proportion .to the property he
poffefles; and every individual may be juftly
called upon for his quota towards the liqui-
dation of it. No man, relatively fpeaking,
will be either richer or poorer by this pay-
fnent being generally made, for riches and
poverty are relative terms: and when all the
members of ‘a community are proporticnably
reduced, the relation between the individuals,
‘a8 to the guantum of each man’s property,
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remaining’ unaltered, the individuals thems
felves will feel no elevation or depreffion in
the feale of fociety., When all the founda-
tions of a great building fink uniformly, the
fymmetry of the parts is ‘not injured; the
preflure on each member remains as it was;
no rupture is made: the building will not be
fo lofty, but it may ftand on a better bottom,
It does not require an oracle to inform us
(though an oracle has faid it) that riches have
been the ruin of every country; they banifh
the fimplicity of manners, they corrupt the
morals, of a people, and they invite invaders.
If we pay the national debt, we may not live
quite fo luxurioufly as we have done; but
this change will be no detriment cither to
our virtue as men, or to our fafety as mem-
bers of focicty.

I confider the property of men united in
focmty {o far to belong to the ftate, that any
portion of it may be juftly called for by the
legiflature, for the prometion of the common
good; and it is then moft equitably called
for, when all individuals, poffefling property
of any kind, contribute in proportion to thewr
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pofleffions. ‘This is aprinciple fo ubviouﬁ}r.jﬁﬂ,
that itisattended toas much as poffible in every
fcheme of finance; and it would be the univer-
“fal rule of taxation, in everycountry, could the
property of individuals be exaltly alcertained,
Much objection is made to the obliging men
to difcover the amount of their property; but
I have never heard a fufficient reafon in fup.
port of the obje&tion. I can fee a reafon why
merchants, tradefmen, contraftors, money-
jobbers, who deal in large fpeculations on
credit, and without an adequate capital,
fhould be unwilling to difclofe their property 3
but I do not fo clearly fee what mifchief
would arife to the community if they were
obliged to do it, '

The value of every man’s landed property
is eafily known; the value of bis monied
property in the funds is known; and his
monied property In mortgages and bonds
might as eafily be known, if an aét of parlia-
ment was paffed, rendering_no mortgage or
bond legal which was not regiftered. The
greateft difficulty would be in afcertaining
~ the value of ftock in trade: but a jury of
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