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INTRODUCTION.

For nearly a twelvemonth the Ottoman Empire has been
the central point of attraction to the politicians of Europe,

Tt is exactly four hundred years since the foundation of
the Turkish Empire, when Mahomed II. (I453), stormed
Constantinople, and drove out Constantine Paleclogns, the
lzst Emperor of the East. Since then, the Crescent has
glittered over the minarets of Siamboul,

Prophets haye not been wanting, who announce that the
bour has arrived at last when the Cross will be raized on
St. Sophia, and & new Christian Empire founded in the
East. : '

The Ottoman Empire has however become indispensa-
ble to the Baraxce oF Powerin Europe. The plea of
establishing the Christian faith brought forward by these
dreamers, is at best a mask to conceal the wily plans and
dark designs of ambition nourished by fanaticism* The
daya of Peter the Hermit are past. :

*® Vide Layard's spesch in the House of Commons, 16th Anguat.
“The inevitable resalt of placing a Greek Govornment at Constanti-
nople, would be to throw the whele of Turkey into the kands of Russia,
{hear, hoar,) and to vender impossibls a foture independence for smy
Christizn race that might be destined to hold the Turkish provinces
of Europe heveafter. (Haar, hoaz.)"



i INTRODUCTION.

The only point to view the Eastern question, is in the
light of justice {0 an established state, acknowledged by
Europe as en independent Empire.

Turkey having been onece admitied into the polity of
nations, is entitled to all the privileges of the ** Droft des
gens,” or right of nations.

Now what is the " Dyoit der gens." It ia (we quote from
¥atel), * the acience of the right which takes place botween
nationa or states, and of the obligations which respond
to that right.®

* Nations are equals, and share the same obligations and
the pame rights. Strength or wesknese produce in this
respect no difference. A dwarf is 28 much a manes a giant.
A small republic is 10 less a sovereign state then the most
powerful kingdom.

* Every nation should labour, when the occasion requires
it, for the preservation of the others, and to guarantee
them from disastrous ruin as much 2s it can doso without
exposing itzelf to too muchrisk Thus, when a neighbonr-
ing etate iz unjustly attacked by & powerful enemy wha
threatens to oppress it, if you ean defend it without
exposing yourself to & great danger, it is not doubtful that
it iz its duty to do so.

#When Louis X1V, threatened to subjugate the
DUnited-Provinees in 1672, a powerful Leaguos was formed
agninst hitm. When the Turks lsid siege to Vienns, the
brave Scbieski, king of Poland, became the liberator of
Germany. He defeated the Turks,and reised the siege of
Vienne, 1683,

¢ Treatics between npations are sacred. The faith of
treaties is sacred. He who violates s tresty, viclates the
right of nations.

% Lo Droit des gens est [3 science du dreit gui a lien entre fo
nations ou Etats, ot doa abligations qui cépondent 4 ce droit, (Vatel)
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“ And as all nations are equally interested in maintain-
ing the faith of treaties, in establishing it everywhere as
inviolable and sacred; sc do they also poassens the right of
uniting to put dewn him who declares to deapise it, who
openly discards it, wha wiclates it and treads it under foot,
He becomes a public enemy, who undermines the founda-
tions of the peace of Europe, of its common safety.

* Nature has given to man the right of nsing force when
necessary, for the defence and preservation of his rights.
This prineiple is generally recognized, reason demonstrates
it, and nature itself bas engraven it in the heart of man.

“ Whoever has an idea of war, whoever reflects upon its
terrible effects, upon the fearful consequences it entails,
will readilyallow that itshould not be undertaken withont
the strongest reasond. It should be a last resource,

# A nation has the right to declare war for its defence, or
for the maintenance of its rights.

“ A defensive wer is juet, when it is against sn unjost
apgressor. ‘This needs no proofs, Defence againstan
unjust violence is in jtself not only a right, it is a nation's
duty, and one of its most sacred duties.”

We quote the above passeges from VaTEL, that the
impartial reader of the subjoined parrative may be enabled
to form a judgment upon the present erisis, ss to what
extent the mediating powers bave fulfilled their mission,
and in how far the Ottoman Empire is Justified in assuming
arms for self-defence.

London, January, 1854,
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Tee first symptoms of the actnal crisis in the East mani-
fested themselves in the Turkish dependency of Mon-
tenegro,®

Montenegro, or the distriet of the Black Mountain, is
& mountainous tract, comprising about sixty square miles
of territory situated between Dalmatin (Austrian}, the so-
called province of Herzegowina (Turkish} and Albania
{Turkish). Close upon the Adriatic it forms a natoral
fortress of mountains, The inhabitants, mixed Slaves and
Sclavonizns, number about 100,000, and sre & warlike
race, inured to hardships. Their government consists of a
Viadika, or Prince, who combines in his person the epis-
copal dignity aleo. Cesigne is the capital of Montenegro,
and the xesidence of the Vladika. This dignity has for
many jre.u.ﬁ been hereditary in the Petrovitch family,
Montenegro is the key to Turkey. Austria, as well as

* The ezistemca of Montenegro a8 an independent State has never

been acknowledged by the Law of nations.
B
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Ruseia, have often desired ita possession. Both powers
bave always treated the Petrovitches with the greatest
distinction, and Russia acknowledges their independence.

Like most of the vassal states of Turkey, Montenegro
has waged, from time immemorial, a frontier warfare with
the Turks. The latter have never been able to subjugate
them completely; their mountains forming natural and
impregnable fortresses,

Albania, which forms the aouth-western provinee of
European Turkey, touches the southermn frontier of
Montenegro.

Dalmatia is & sttip of cosst land on the Adriatie, and
with the adjacent islands, forms the south-western provinee
of Austria touching the Turkish frontier, It is divided
into four districts, ar Kreise,viz.: Zera, Spalatro, Raguza,
.and Cattaro. The bay, or  Bocea di Cattaro,” iz one of the
most sheltered harboura in the Adriatic, Cattarois fortified
and commanded by the Aunstrian fort 8t. Fohn, The
Austrians have another fort, * Castelnueve,” which protects
the entrance of the bay, and serves as a look-out station
upon the neighbouring Mobtenegro, the frontier of which
extends to the lake of Seutari, and the disirict of Zenta.

Bosnia, the most north-westerly province of European
~Turkey, is separated from the Austrian militery frontier
by the rivers Save and Unna. It strotches to the Adriatic
at its southern extremity. Oa the other sides, it is
‘bordered by Servia, Albania, the Austrian coast land,
Dalmatia, and Croatia. Iis capital Sarajewo (72,000 in-
hebitants,) is one of the most important commercial cities
of the Ottoman Empire, as the midway station for the
‘caravans between Yanina and Balonica.

To excite an insurrection in any one of these provinces
is at all times an easy task for Austrin or Russia. On this
occasion they appear to have acted in comcert. Austria
took the initiative.’




