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) PREFACE

v ExsEwong,”” the principal poem in this collec-
lion, long ago achicved o loeal popularily, which
was due partly o {he name of the distinguished
person who stoed sponsor for it on its first publica-
tion (the world-lamented Seward), partly te the
beautifol scenery which it celelirates, and perhaps,
in o small degree, to =ome merits in the pocom it-
golf, — o little dinmond-dost sparkling amidst moch
hall,

Crities voold afford o deal lenderly with it then,
ns the production of very younz years; nmd al-
thovgh it is deliberstely, nol lo say definntly re-
produced now, when the world is aglow with the
light of poctical gening of the highest order, it iz
really and truly =0 done at the nrgent and 1‘1-3]5:{*;;[451
request of many of itz old admirers.

The literary firmament, like the celestial, has

room for stars of all degrees of magnitude; and
; 3
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4 PREFACE.

ote may well be content to obtain a small place in
such a gnlaxy, even if it shonld be so mninute as to
require telescopic powers for its ohservation.

The seeond poern, * T Ksent or 510 Jaco,”
is the production of maturer vears, and i=s conse-
quently amenable to n cloger eriticism than its pre-
decessor. It 15 now printed for the first time, after
more than the Horatian peried of seasoning, which,
it is hoped; bas not hed (e ellecl o pondec (0 very
(.

Most of the minor picees have been puhllished in
the leading magazines and weeklies ; and, inasmueh
as they have been culled from more than thrice
their number, the author thinks he hos madoe sure
of the thanks of bis readers, either for publishing

these, or fur omitling the larre remainder.



[Tue acthor cannot refeain, even at the risk of
being charged with vanity, from prefucinge his book
with the following beautiful lines written in compli-
ment to ** Exsexore” by o distinguished divine and
peet, the late Rev. Dr. William Croswell of Bos-
ton. |

LAKE OWARCO, e

e of e soven fale Iakes that le
1ike mirrors "neath the summer sky.™
Exsexore
Fate lakel upon thy tranguil face
Tha gilded clowmls, in rich areay
Befleeted, pass, and leave no trace, —
Types ol thy people passimd away ;
And ke whe through thy pictured page
Loaka decpest down, with rapture soos,
Like relies of that long-lost age,

The prlimmerings of dim myaterios,

Well may the statesman for such seats
Rusign the cmpire’s hehn a while,
And deep within thy green retrests
The languid summmer hiours beguile.
Here Scipio had in joy repaired
With Laelius ot the senate’s oloso,
Al by thy shaded strund had shared
The charms of friendship and repose.

&



Bright visious haunt thy storied dells;
Kor may thy eryatal waters drown
The mingled pompa of poets’ spells,
And legends of thine old renown :
To faney's ear they ntter specch
In tones unsyllabled before;
And every ripple on the beach
Seems faintly whispering @ Exsexore.™
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