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EDITOR'S PREFACE

My work has been principally that of verfying
and correcting references, There are however
some, chiefly very short ones and of minor im-
portance, which I have failed to discover, and
these I have left as the author put them. The
only important changes relate to 55, Anselm
and Bonaventure; to the former has been attri-
buted a work probably written by his nephew, and
to the latter the writings of an unknown author.
Here, then, the citations must be taken as simple
witnesses to contemporaty, or nearly contem-
porary thought, although they cannot claim the
additional wvalue arising from connection with
those two honoured names, I have substituted
a clearer and more decisive passage from 5t
Bernard's letter to the canons of Lyons in place
of that originally given. The notes and ad-
ditions prepared by the author himself for a
second edition I have put in as directed.

D. 1.






CHAF

1§
v
v

vl

VII
VIII
Ix

xl
XII
XIII
X

XV
XVi

XVII
XVill
XX

CONTENTS

Introduction by Bishop [lsley

The Office and Dignity of the Mother of Eud

How the Fathers speak of the Dl.imi}' of the
Mother of Gaod

The Law of Pr?m ration

The Principle of Exception fram Law .. i

The Law of Gradation in Perfection: and the
Law of the Accumulation of Excellence

In what sense are we W umderstand the Mystery
of the Immaculate Conception ? . e

The Etermal Counsel of {Gad

The Fall of the Angels

Crreiginal Sin and irs Effects

The Fall of Man

Joachim and Anna

The Moment of the Tatmaculate l'.‘.nncr:phuﬂ

The Voice of the Fathers

Mahomer and Maretin Luther on Lhe lmmafulale
Coongeption ...

The Yoice of the D-u.ln::!.-i i

The Voice of the Liturgy and the Vioice of the
Faithtul " i

The Voice of the E 1'|E1.'|PE||.E

The Vaice of the ul_} Sl:r.

Conclusion s

Index of subjects I U
Index of Seripture rr.ﬁ'.renl::l:: aer

FAOE
1%
13
a4
42
it
59
JBE
lall

R e ]

107
112

128
I35
153
173
181
Ig]
217
232






INTRODUCTION

IN the published * Letters of Archbishop Ulla-
thorne " it is recorded (pp. 57 seqq.) that his
admirable book on the Immaculate Conception
was written in the year 1854, in the intervals of
leisure which the author was able to find during
the course of the canonical visitation of his dio-
cese. It was first published in the early part of
1855, Do great was the demand for it that it
was reprinted several times from stereotyped
plates. The author however contemplated a
thorough revision of the book with emenda-
tions and considerable additions. He com-
menced the task, but did not complete it.

The Jubilee of the definition of the Immacu-
late Conception has created a demand for a fresh
issue of this valuable work: and it has seemed
good to complete, as far as possible, the revision
which the author took in hand but left unfinished.
I have entrusted this work to the Very Rev. Canon
Iles; and he has expended upon it a considerable
amount of time and patient labour. Although he
has not succeeded to his entire satisfaction in
verifying all the quotations, yet what he has
accomplished will considerably enhance the
value of the book.

In its revised form 1 hope that the intention
and desire of its eminent author may be fulfilled
in further promoting the devotion of our people
to the Immaculate Mother of God.

W« EDwaARD ILSLEY,
Hizhop of Birmingham.
Oscald, Awgnrt 5, 1904,



