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PREFACE.

e s e

Tue following * Hints” were intended simply and
exclusively for use In the College * Lecture-Room."

It has been the Author’s custom, early in a
Student’s course, to draw very eamest attention to
the subject of what 15 termed * DeLivesy,” in the
exercizes of the Pulpit — inclusive of reading,
prayer, preaching, ‘This has been done chiefly by
free conversational Lectures, which admitted (on
both sides) of gquestion and answer; and the
practice brought into use a copious selection of
1] EI.ED].P].EE."

The subject is one that offers many induoce-
ments to enlargement. The numerous topics fall-
ing within its range are highly suggestive, and none
‘of them could be treated exhaustively in a brnef
MawuatL such as the present. The Author wishes
it to be understood that he addresses himself
chiefly and expressly to Seggmners; and that he
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aims at no more than setting them thinking on
the wight frack, They will have much to learn
from “men of renown” in this great and diversi-
fied study; still more will they have to find out
for themselves. FExperientia docef, Possibly, how-
ever, they will not have proceeded far before dis-
covering that some value belongs to plain practical
hints such as are here given. Power we canmot
mutually offer or accept; but we may help each
other to obviate mistakes by which power is in-
sensibly lowered, and comes to be held in fetters
at which we should once have laughed.

The Author is apprehensive that 1n some quar-
ters more than ordinary candowr will be required
in weighing the snggestions he has wventured to
throw out. Much that he has advanced will pro-
bably seem too obvious to need stating ; and what
is really valuable will be thought likely to occur,
spontaneously, to persons of ordinary sense. Few
subjects can be named that are more frequently
discussed, or are more open to discussion.

very Speaker, not absolutely in his nowitiate,
has accumulated a fund of ideas about the right
practice of his art, and has much to say respecting
the possible causes of failure and success. Rules
and principles are adopted, and, with varying
result, acted upon. These are successively modi-
fied and (as it is hoped) improved. At length we




