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THE M8S. AND TEXT OF THE PLAYSI
§ 1 Fhed MIS, W B L,

Toe textof the Chestor Plays hos eome down to us in four MSS_ 2
Addit, 10,306 (W, 4.0 1692), Harl, 2013 (L, a1, 1600), Loth written by
George Bellin; Bodley 178 (B, 4,00 1604, written hy Wi, Bedford),
and Harl, 2124 {I[, AT 1607, partly writben by Jas Mifler, apd printed
i the present edition}),  The cldest of thess Mais (W, Addit 10,303)
was published hy Thomes Wright for the (003} Shakespeare Society
in the years 1843 and 1847, Wright'a peint is, on the whole, very
correct uod trustworthy,  Lnoa fow pazsages b departs from the M,
and fullows the second M5, of the Deitieh 3Muzewsn, ol 20035 (I,
wiitlen {_Iike. W, Addit, I.U,Eﬂt'l-} by Gecrge Delling the weiter of the
former.  Wright maka these substitutions either in his netes (g .
Lo 261 or 1L po 234 or by beackets,  Desides this pabliention of
the whole et of Cheater miraclo-plays, the following bave been
publizhed snzly @ the lmst pud tenth by J. T Markland in 181,
the twenby-thinl by Cellier in 18306, the secoml and cwenty-thind by
Marrioth in 1838, Collier's publication is noteworthy, ns his text
follows n M8, which seem[d] to be [bul is not] lost, Accorling to
the proface of his © Fiva acriptm'nl dewmas,” thos mieland MS, was
written in the year 1A31 by © Elwail Gregorie, a scholar of Bunbury,”

i The late D Delmling ivdended this deseription of the 88, and texc of
the Chester Plays to form the Sscond Pare of his Introdvetien ; Loe gz he left
only an nufinishit aketeh of the Pivst Part, 1 think this uu:n].-lutusl portion, which
he saot me before bis lanieneel deach, and thon had tack again, hnd better go
onb with Part I af his bocle 1 hope samoe reader of i6 will velungesr to

edinplete the works, A1l the anatarial for it s in band.—F. 1. F.
4 That is, five, the Devonalive M&: {p, wiil) is still in e Duke's Lands,—F.



viid § 1L The 4 M85, W B h 1L

amd was, in 1836, in the posssssion of the Dwke of Devonshire!
Callier, however, in his * History of Haglish Drnatic Poetry,"” 1831,
vol, i, 237 mentions the MS., with the addition that ita perusal was
granted him by J. B, Nichols, Esq., F.85. 4., and that it was said fo
liave beon “ at one period " in the possession of the Egerton Family ;
bt he conld sl use it in the Duke of Devonshire's libmry in 1836
for his ahovementioned publieation. I am much indebted to Lady
Lounlsn Feerton for her kind help in searching for this M. Tt all
ber endeavours to tind it proved froitless, as did my inquiries of
severn] booksellers who bought part of Collier's library.  Everything
in the splendid libwary of the Thuke of Devenshire concerning the
English Theatre and its history, iz in Devonshire House ; but the
entalogue {which I used by Loady Lounisa's kind permission), containg
no indication of a M5 of the Chester Plays  To judge from the
other MBS, and according to Mro A, H, Bullen—to whom I wish
here ko express my deep obligations for his help in my search after
thiz 305,,—it must kave been in folio; and in the Tevomshire House
Catalogue, in which the booka are arcanged and numbered aecording
to their size, thers ia not a single number in folio.  The housekeeper,
wha ramembers Collier quita well, waa positive that o by M3, could
not have escaped ber notico, iF it Lied éver bean in the Devenshire
Homse Libmry.?  Collier's text disagrees in several places with that
given by the other MSS, Its relation to thew I shall speak of
Levenfter,

Till it is found, or some other sourco for Collier's text indicated,
Wright's M., wlhich T designate by W, mnst be reganded as the
oldest, It is in the Pric. Mus, (Add, M5, 10,3056) and consists of
LG8 leaves, paper in folio, of which the lust two are wanting, =o that
the twenty-fonreh mimele play emds in W with verse 612, The
M. containg ooty our plays, and is all written by ane hand,  The
side and botbom wlges of many loaves, sspecially in the beginning
and near the end of the velume, nreinjured, There is no gpooe left
between the stanzas or balfstanzas. The writer signs his nome,
George Beliin, ab the ewl of avery ploy except the last incomplete
one. He dates hi= copy 1692, Ilia name is also to be found after

! The Devanshire M8, waa, and s, all vight, and was porty cotluted Ty Mr
A, W, Pollard t’Jur hig edition of ! Bpecimena EI' Raglish MiTrETule}i:'!ava, Hulrﬁitirm
and Interludos, Oxford 1880, Bue the Appendix to this Inteeduethen.—F. J, F.

Mr. P'ollard printed the play of Noah's Flowd, ond the Saevifies of Lanas,
from the Histories of Lot and Abrakiam, the fourth of the Chester Playa,

* 8hie mistook or foegor.  The MS, . singe been found,



