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MAJOR PATRICK CAMPBELL,
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Mr Duar Sim,
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PREFACE.

Tars Comedy owes its existence to the fabure of ¥ The
Beggar's Daushter of Bethnal Green,” which wag produeed
under the mest unfavourable circumsiances, and in the noe-
yoidable absence of the suther. I did mot like to be haflled,
especially, s I thought, without good resson; and cheered
by the gemerous, enthusinstic ndvocacy of the editor of the
Atlag, (a perfect stranger to me), I set to work upen The
Hunchback.

My friend, Mr Maoready, who was very angry with me for
agnin attempting a walk in which I bad failed,—and who cauie
to Glasgow, solely as 1 believe, for the objeet of expostulating
with me,—wns the first to encourage me to proceed. I had
eampleted my fisst act. I read it to him, and he told me to
go en. This I thought the happiest of omens, .for many a
proof had he given me of his admirable judgment in suah
things. This happened about two years ago.




vi PREFACE.

It was not, however, until the latter end of the summer of
1831, that I had leisure to proceed with my work. I recom-
meneed it in the pleasant walks about Birmingham, and eom-
pleted it on the sands of Newhaven—my roomy study, where,
at the same time, I remedelled “ Alfred” 1 brought both
plays up to town with me in April last.

“ The Hunchback” was read to Mr. Lee, and instantly -
accepted by that gentleman, who, without hesitation, granted
me terms even more advantageons than these which I re-
quired for it from Covent Garden; and to whose polite
and libersl deportment towards me, during his brief, divided
reign of management, I joyfully take this oppertunity of bear-
ing testimony. The play, however, was defective in the under
plot, which was perfectly distinet from the main one. This
error Mr. Macready pointed out to me,—as did subsequently
Mr. Morton, in an elahorate critique, as full of kindoess, as of
discrimination. My avocations, however, did not leave me at
liberty to revise my work, till about two months ago, when I
constructed my under plot anew; and, having done my best
to obviate objections, presented * The Hunchback” to Drury
Lane, from which establishment I subsequently withdrew it,
because it was not treated with the attention which I thought
it merited.



PREFACE. vii

- Let me take this opportunity of thanking Mr. Farren for
the exiremely handsome terms in which he spoke of this
Comedy previously to its representation, and to exprems
my sincere regret, that the character of The Hunchback
Mhﬂwsﬂmﬂd&mﬁeioﬂnﬂ;iamlypem
of the part,—for masterly it assuredly would have been.

1 took my Play to Covent Garden, and from that moment
found myself at home indeed and among friends | In little
maore than a fortnight « The Hunchback” was ready,—every
way improved by the superintending care of Mr. Bartley :
strengthened in effect by curtailment and eondensation,—de-
liberately, and modestly, recommended by him, and thank-
fully adopted by me. It was produced on Thursday, the
5th of April. It succeeded,—thanks to the actors who so
warmly interested themselves in its success,—and to the
kind audience who rejoiced with them and me.

And now for brief, but heart-warm acknowledgments.
And first to Miss Fanny Kemble: I owe her such & perso-
nation of my heroine, as—proud though I was of my off-
spring—I did not think that heroine afforded scope for.
Her Julia has outstripped my most sanguine hopes! Can
I say more? Yes,—the soul of Siddons breathes its inspira-



tion upon us again., The “ Do it!” of Julla, in the elocu-
tion of the actress, stands beside the « Hewsafier !” of Lady
Muacheth — that instance of transeending histrionic display
which I never heped to hear equalled { could say a
great deal more, but I leave it 4o these who can my it a
great deal better, and who ave worthier witnessps, beeause
less interested ones.

Miss Taylor has laid sne mnder deep abligatioms.  With
all her heart, and sevl, and taleat, she advecated wy die-
puted pretensions o the Savour sf Thalia, and—may I be
permitied %o vy P—establishod them. -

To Mr. Kemble I am deeply indebted for eccepting a
part, which, | have reason to beliexe, no ofher performer of

his rank would bxve aecepted s he did, and yet which none

could have performed so well. Will the rest of my brother
performers be content with my general but cordial acknow-

ledgments ?

Londen, April 14, 1532,
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