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PREFACE.

For the last ten years 1 have occupied much of
my lefsure time in putting music to Mortimer
Collins' lyrics, and I have thus become familiar
with the poet’s works.

1 discovered that many of the hest poems
were scattered about M magazines and news-
papers, and therefore likely to be lost; so I
have made it a labour of Jove, from time to time,
to collect all these.

In puting together this wolume my only
difficulty has been to know what choice fo
make from such a wealth of materal. I had
intended at first to include only those pleces
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which had not hitherto been collected; but,
finding that Mortimer Colling’ previous volumes
of werse — namely, J/is and Hivmes, 1855
Sumaner Songs, 1860 The Ture of Sirange Meet-
tngs, 1870,—were all out of print, T thought well
to reproduce a fuw of the best poems from those
volumes.,

Having access to the poet’s papers, T have
been fortunate in finding some pieces that have
not yet been published, from which I have
chasen & fevw.

It has often been adied who wrote the Comedy
of Lhreames, and where the book could be found.
The work lived anly in Mortimer Colling' brain,
intended, no donbt, to be produced at zome
time when the pressing necessities of life were
lessupon him ; but frapments of it were occasion-

ally written down, merely to serve as moltoes




