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INTRODUCTION.

By Lupwia KUMLIEN.

The vessel eonveying the Howgate preliminary Polar Expedition waa
the ‘Florence” of New London, Conn.  Bheis a fore-and-aft schooner of
fifty-six tons, and wa4 built in Wellg, Me., in 1851, for mackerel, and
waa subrequently nsed as a sealer in the southern seas.

Althongh 3 staunch and fair seq-hoat, aa far aa her diminuiive dimen-
sions could allow, a less sunitable vessel for the purpose could hardly
have been chogen. To say that she wan foe small for thorough seientitie
work covers the ground, but quite fails to convey a proper idea of what
drawbacks all scientific labors were sebjected to on this account.

The schooner was fitted out in New London, and =ailed on the morn-
ing of Augnst 3, 1877, unfortunately at least twe months later than
desirable, bl her olject been purely sclentific.

The primury object of the expedition, by Captain Howgate's order,
waa to eollect materinl, skine, skin clothing, dogs, sledges, and Eskimo,
for the uwse of a future colony on the shores of Lauly Franklin Bay.
The secondary ohject of the oxpedition was seientific work; and, thirdly,
whaling was to ba one feature of the cruire.

So far as the primary ohject iz cofcerned, the expedition was as sue-
cessful as eonld be expected: a large smount of skinsg was collected
and made into clothing; the services of sixieen Eskimo were secured,
who were willing t0 sccompany the coming stenmer northwand; nearly
thivty dogs were secured, and several good sledges, with an ample sup.
ply of whales? jaw-bones for shoeing the runners for some years.

As has been stated by Captain Howgate, ¢ the peculiar nature of her
mission Hfted the enterprise from the level of an ordinary whaling voy-
age to the higher plane of geogriphieal diseovery.” Every one, except
the scientists, had a ¢ lay” in the voyage; and, so far as the crew was
concerned, their “lay” was to ba their 0];15‘ remuueration; as a natural
consequence, whaling became the primary object to them. The expe-
dition was also fairly suceessful in this direetion. .

As far as the scientifie work is concerned, some valuable work was
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done, especially by Mr, Bherman in meteorclogy; still, nearly all the scien-
tific labors were prosecuted under very diseouraging conditions. The
lack of any place to work in save a snow-hot on shore, In which neither
snfficient light nor heat was to be obfained, rendered it very diffienlt to
progecute certain investigations. The late date of sailing and the early
departure from the winter harbor deprived us of the most interesting
and profitable season for seientifie researclh.

The ontward trip presented nothing to break the usual monotony of a
Jong sailing voyage: fogs and light winds prevailed till off the north of
Resolution Island, when @ strong northeast pulo was encountered. The
schooner was heavily loaded and poorly trimaored, so that zome uneasi-
ness for safety was naturally felt, especially as wo were clove inshore
awnong ieehergs and rocikes, in a thick fog and on an unknown coast. One
boat was stove in and a few barrels of provisions washed from declk;
otherwise no damage was done.

The first; snchorage was in Niantilic Harhor, on the weatern shore of
Comberland Hound, September 12, forty.one days aflter leaving New
London. Some natives were secured here, to assist in whialing; and all
their worldly possessions, including’dogs, sledwes, boats, &e., were taken
upon the decks, and the achooner weighed anchor and started for the
opposite gide of the sound. A short stay was made a6 the Kikkerton
Islands, and on the 6th of October the Florence dropped anchor in the
little harbor of Annanacteok, at abont lat. 479 K., long. 68° Gy W,

Arrangements were at once begnun by Mr. Bherman and myself to erect
a shelter that would serve for an obgervatory and general working-place;
an cminencs on & little rocky islet in the harbor was chosen for this
purpose, and our tent raised. Instrument-shelters were erected, and the
meteorologieal work began in earneat.

As soom ad the snow became compaet enough, we engaged the Eskimo
to build a snow-honse for us, in which our tent served as & lining.

It was often difficult to get from ihe ship to the shore on account of
the ice or nnusually stormy weather.

We improved every opportunity at this late day o secure specimens
but as ihe ice soon formed over the sound, pur endeavors were far from
satisfactory, especially ns we were unable to proenre a boat with any
degres of certainty, 03 they had to be kept in readiness for whaling.

The winter was spent by Mr, Bherman in taling observations; and to
Jjadge from the manner in which he assiluonsly applied himself to his
worl, night and day, throngh all weathers and under the most discour-
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aging eircumatances, the results of hia labors eanmot fail to be very val-
aable and do justice to Mr. Sherman’s Indefatigable perseverance and
scholarty attainments. We gpent onr time in procuring and taking cave
of specimens, as well as taking our “ wateh# at the obzervatory when
not too busy with other work,

From onr peculiar surroundings and the isolation fo which we were
neceszarily suhjected, we lost much of our wonted enthusiazsm during the
long, dreary winter, and fonnd rest ouly in continnal work.

The spring of 1878 was stormy and backward, and the prevalence of
southerly gales kept the ice closely packed about us till the fore pact of
July. This treacherons cdndition of the ice, and early departure from
the winter harbor, robbed vs of any opportanity to prosecute extended
researches, axcept in the immediste vieinity of the Larbor; thus the
most valuahle season was complotely lost to ws.

The Florenee 1eft her winter Larbor on the §th of July, having all the
eollected material for the future Aretie_colony stored in her hold, and
sixteen Eskime and twenty-elght dogs on decls.

In the unnecessary hagte of depacture many vislualde preparations had
to bo abandoned tor want of time to E_;Gt- them alward, a5 well us space
to storo them,

Short stoppages were made ot twe or three poiuts on fhe outward
passage trom the sound, and onthe 0tk of July we romnded Cape Mercy
and took the pack-ice of Dhavis Btradts. It was on this day that tho
schooner received the bump which afterwards cost ns so much trouble
and anxiety. X

The pack proved to be quite loose, but extensive, and the floes rather
small, but the winds were invariably contrary and quite stiff, and the
almost impeneqrable fog made the navigation dangerous and tedious;
we were often obliged to tia up to & floe snd await a “lead” in the pack,
or the lifting of the murky fog veil.

Godhavo Harbor, Disko Island, Greenland, was reached on the 3lst
of July. Woe wereall in high spirits in anticipation of news from home,
if not the presenee of the axpectad expedition steamer. Of course the
doabla disappointment was sorely felt =

The advent of the expedition was awaited with great anziety, more
especially a3 no word bad been sent us via Denmark, so we naturally
gomclnded the vessel or vessels were belated from soine cause ; but when
three weeks of waiting brought us no news, the anchor was weighed, and
the Florence put on s comrse for Cumberland ouce more, to return the
Eskimo and their effects to their country.



