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PREFACQE.

THI2 book originated in a desire to give to my
private pupils a better ides of the trigomometrie
functions of obtuse angles than they ceuld obtain
from any book with which I was acquainted.

I believe that a student can get a comprehensive
and thorough knowledge of trigonometry most
quickly and easily, if, st the outset, such definitions
are given to the trigonometric functions as will
apply to all angles : with this idea for a basis, I have
endeavored fo prepare an elemeniary texi-bock for
general use. By beginning with an explanation of
the use of the negative sign as applied to lines and
angles, and then piving peneral definitions to the
trigonometrie functions, I have been able to demon-
strate all the fundamental formulas in'a perfectly
general yet simple manner. :

While I have tried to present the subject from an
elementary point of view, I have not lost sight of the
fact, that, to most students, trigonometry is merely a
stepping-stone to something higher ; and for this

it
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reason I have also tried to present the results in
such a light as will make them effective tools for the
student in his future work,

During the preparation and printing of the book,
Prof. J. M. Peirce has kindly given me the benefit

of numerous suggestions and criticisms, whieh have
added greatly to its value. Appendix I is entirely
due to him.

Most of the examples contained in the book have
been selected from other trigenometries, especially
those of Todhunter, Snowball, and Hamblin Smith.
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