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PREFACE.

FovrTeEN years ago, when I first commenced prac-
tice as a Specialist, I intended to confine myself to
the treatment of one class of discases, viz., that of
“cancer;’ but among my first cases were many of
uterine ulcerstions of a malignant character, and the
success that attended my efforts in freating these
brought me many other cases of different forms of
diseases of the womb. At that time I comeided with,
and paid due deference to, the dogmas and opinions
promulgated by a leading accoucheur of Edinburgh,
and endorsed by his confréres in London. Unfortu-
nately for my faith in these doctrines, many of this
gentleman’s cases were brought under my care after
he had pronounced them to be hopeless. (I may here
remark that until recently all the cases that I have
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met with have been under the care of other physicians
in the first instance, and that they only came to me
as 8 dermier ressort) In all of these cases I found
more or less destruction of the cervix and adjacent
perts (for frequently there was vesico-vaginal or recto-
vaginal fistula to add to the sufferings of the patients)
caused by the too free use of canstics. In a.wnrd, it
seemed to me that all ulcerations or diseases of the
cervix were treated by one and the same plan, viz.,
to burn them out. This practice struck me ss being
consistent neither with philosophy nor common-sense,
for we can scarcely say that destroying a part means
curing if. ‘These facts taught me that uleeration
could not be cured by the application of caustica
Again, I found that displacement of the womb was
usually treated by the use of worthless and dangerous
instruments known as pessaries; these pessaries
setting up in all cases irritation and causing discom-
fort, in many cases inflammation and suppuration,
and in some few cases 1 have met with and heard of,
mortification and death, This taught me that if I
hoped to cure displacement of the womb, I must look
for other means than by using the pessary. Again, I
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found that many of my patients had been fearfully
reduced by what is known as antiphlogistic, or more
properly the Sangrado treatment described in ‘ Gil
Blas.” Some physicians imagine erroneously that all
these diseases are the result of inflammation, and as
our forefathers cured inflammation by bloodleiting,
blistering, &e., so they follow in their revered foot-
steps. This 1 found to be especinlly the case with
those treated at the Institution in Soho Square. At
present I have two females who were inmates of that
Institution, who, although they acknowledge the kind-
ness they received whilst there, yet deplore the loss of
strength and the prostration they have suffered from
ever ginoe. 'This treatment, I found, would not cure
patients in the nineteenth century, for if it did, they
would not have come to me. I was therefore forced,
if I would do my duty to my God and my fellow-men,
to think for myself, as I did in treating cancer, and
try if there were not other means, by which poor suf-
fering women might be relieved from those dreadful
diseases. Having nothing to guide me but my know-
ledge of anatomy, my knowledge of the nature and
character of the diseases affecting these paris, and a



