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INTRODUCTION.

Awmong the comparatively few novelists of Germany
who have raised themselves above the dead level of every-
day fiction and achieved something more than momentary
notoriety, WiLHELM JENsEN holds a distinguished place.
He is not only an extremely prolific as well as graceful
writer, but on every page he exhibits the characteristics
of a true artist and poet.

WiLseru Jensex was born on the 15th February, 1837,
at the little town of Heiligenhafen, in Holstein. After hav-
ing gone through the usual preparatory course of studies
at the Gymnasium at Kiel, he entered the University of
the same town with a view of studying medicine, which
he relinquished, however, in order to devote himself to
the study of philosophy at the universities of Wiirzburg,
Breslau, and ultimately at Munich. Feeling that abstract
philosophic studies would not satisfy him, he soon entered
the field of literature, and while yet a student became the
author of several short stories, or Mepelfen. His Orst pro-
ductions having met with remarkable success, he resolved
to become a man of letters in earnest. In 1368 he ac-
cepted the post of editor-in-chief of the Sehwdbische Folks-
seifung, at Stuttgart, which position he surrendered in the
following year in order to take charge of the Norddeutsche
Zestung, at Flensburg. From 1872z to 1846 he resided
in Kiel; when he removed to Freiburg, in Breisgau, where
he is still living, exclusively cccupied with literary ‘werk.
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iv INTRODUCTION.

If thus the outward course of the author’s life is strik-
ingly quiet and uneventful, his works are far from exhibit-
ing those characteristics. On the contrary, there are few
authors of the present day in Germany whose works show
such striking originality of conception and vivid glow of
description, as well as lively characterization and skiliful
dramatic handling. He combines in a very high degree
great power of imagination, and most passionate and
tender love for nature, with a keenly reazlistic and philo-
sophical acumen. Whether he traces z great political
event, a tremendous social upheaval, or an individual
tragedy, he invariably, even in his defects, shows himself
a consummate master of his art. By turns touching and
pathetic, ironical and scathing, playful and humorows, or
sombre and gloomy, hiz novels bear on every page the
impress of an intellect deeply vemsed in the innermost
secrets of the human soul, imbued with a clear anderstand-
ing of the philosophic and sccial undercurrenis of history,
and intimately familiar with the mysteries of nature and
of life, As a historian he never loses sight, in the midst
of the most minute details of arch®ology and chronelogy,
of that supreme factor — human nature. As an artist, he
possesses the secret of clear und almost faultless delinea-
tion, combined with deep and delicate yet bright colering.

Yet while in power of imaginative conception and de-
scription Jensen may be said to be well nigh unrivalled
among his contemporaries, his language shows an excessive
and regrettable predilection for French and other foreign
or fanciful words. This is the more surprising in an
author so thoroughly German in mind and feeling, whose
power of word-painting in his mothertongue is also so



INTRODUCTION. L

remarkable. Examples occur, and are occasionally noted,
in the following text A still graver defect is found in
the pessimistic — socialistic and other — tendencies of
some of the writings of Jensen's middle period; from
which, however, in his latest works, he has shown a
happy reaction towards the simpler and purer style of his
earlier days. (See Wells's “ Modern German Literature.”)

Jensen's productivity has been enormous, covering
every field of fiction and — almost — of poetry. His
verse is probably destined to be shortlived; indeed, it
has added but little to his actual reputation. His fame
rests chiefly on his Kemane (novels), historical and ro-
mantic, but especially on his Mopellen (short stories), in
which his finest powers are most conspicucusly displayed.
Among these, one of the most popular, and certainly one
of the most charming, is our present story, Dz draune
Lrica.  In addition to great fullness, accuracy and
beauty of natural description, it combines a happy blend-
ing of popular superstition and mysticism with the simple
and realistic surroundings of a remote and rustic scene.
The characters are drawn with a loving care, and are
throughout true to life. A tender sympathy with nature,
animate and inanimate, is the prevailing sentiment. The
heroine, who bears the name of a fower, or of a bird, or
of a witch, according to the peint of view, — who combines
in her movements “ efwas von allen Tieren, von den Vigeln,
von den Amphibien, fa, von den Tnsekien” (p. 26), typifies
the inmost sympathy of the poetic soul with all forms of
natural life or beauty, and yet is so humanly drawn as
to win our easy faith in her perfect womanhood, when
once, like Undine, she feels the soul-giving power of love
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in her heart. The contrast of this weird child of nature
with the precise yet manly young professor; the action
and reaction of each upon the other, with the uncon-
scious growth of their mutual love; the admirably con-
trasted figure of the practical old housekeeper, and the
almost human Schmerszdon/ with his “evil eye;” the
picture of rustic manpers on the remote heath, and the
wonderfol description both of natural scepery and of
personal action, character and sentiment, — these fea-
tures constitute a story of rare poetic as well as realistic
beauty. It has been well called a “proseddyll” —
prose, indeed, only in cutward form, yet, in spirit, a
true and charming poem.

In preparing this entirely new edition of this favorite
text, — which was undertaken under somewhat parrow
limitation of time, — I have had the kind assistarce of
my good friend, Dr. W. Berchardt, of Washington, D. C.,
and also especially of Dr. Emil Seytier, of New York.
This accomplished scholar kindly contributed the trans-
lation of the introductory poem, as well as translations
of other verses in the text, which I regret to have been
unable to use, for want of space; also much of the
material for the Introduction, and, in the Noles, valuable
aid on pﬂi'nts of natural history, local customs, etc.,
where my own knowledge was defective. He is entitled
to my special thanks; and I am grateful for the oppor-
tunity of publicly acknowledging my indebtedness to his
varied and accurate scholarship, and his genial and
cultivated taste. E S J.

SourH CAROLINA COLLEGE, January, 1343,
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