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AN

ADDRESS TO CHRISTIANS.

Ll Whnm losketh into the perfect law of liberty, &o"—Jfemcr, 1. 25, 36,

* S0 wpeak ye and so do, 28 they that shail be judzed by the law of liberty ™=
Jumer, il 19,

ImuenrateLy upon the dismissal of the late
ministry, and before the final appointment of their suc.
cessors, an appeal to the FroTesTanTs of these kingdoma
appeared in several of the public mewspapers. Never
having scen or heard any disclaimer of this * Leifer,”
on the part of Lord Kenyon whose signature it bore,
I might considet myself justified in af onee concluding
that his lordship is the author of it: but as there
gre many to whose judgement it scems to have emanated
from the spirit of exnltation and triumph, rather than
from any pure desire to promotc more general pacification
and unity-eas it appears to myself an act tending rather
to endanger than to secure the success of that party whese
interests it was doubtlessly intended to serve, I hesitate
to leave my own vindication too positively to his Jordship :
I prefer to say, 1# Lord Kenyon is the individual who
wrote that Letter, because he felt conscientivusly persuaded
in his own mind that the present is A RELTGIOUR CREstS,
I may ™rEx fearlessly consent to regard * THE crisis™
in the same light: no Iligh-Church lash can reach to
chastise me for so doing without first lapping round his
lordship : and from reformers I have nothing to fear,
an their universal maxim is to extract the honey of counsel,
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and to leave to other refiners the comb. Fellow-Christians,
I ask your attention to the following peges, at & moment
not of excitement, but when it iz probsble that the ealm
will succeed the storm,—when it is hoped that, by Divine
disposing, if not 4z 2 patural effect of an evident cause,
the public mind discased, wearied, and intoxicated as it
has been by political surfeiting, consequent upon & gene-
ral election, may now welcome a little simple food, and
evinee & disposition to ¥l ils moderation be knowen unio
men,”  With this hope and to this end, I offer you the
following Address in defence and furtherance of reform
on Christian principles. 'The Letter, alloded to, was
addressed to reorEsTANTs; | sddress mine to cHERIS-
T1a%s; I peint out the distinction to sugpest the rea-
gort. A person may be 8 rrovestaxt, and yet fall
far short of beibg altogether “a Christian.” For * the
works of the flesh are manifest ® * * hatred, wvariance,
emulations, wrath, strife, cnvyings, wurders™®* Now a
man mey pase among ue 88 a Protestant, whose vision is
still obscured by camal mindedness, who is dead while
he liveth, whose spirit ie dyed in these sources of blood.
But “ the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,

* v Mnrders”

Offtnd whom it may, T am not exrefid to have to amewer them for eaging,
that | regand thee oee of the sword, in eollegting tithes, »0 long m2 justice iz
densgd to the poopie of Irclund, and the Estoblished Profetont Church onre.
furmed, sa contrery tu Cheislianily. Wheoever la ashamed to confesy the
weightier matters of the fow, judgement, mercy, and truth, is not worthy of
the name of Chririon minister.—4 starring and vaenployed peophe,—neg-
levted poor, and non-resident fandlords,—Catholie fury, #and Protestant e
fatnation.—All cim sz, who can wonder when nathmal fndignation fullows
such angndly miscule?  Let JUSTIOR be done Untholics will recognize her
fentures, and their obligations s weil as we Protestanis 1 a0 long as it is with-
held, be the prime minister whom he may, so long shaill | for ooe exclaim,
not only “eeher will Ephrobm ccose fo evwy Judsh, but also when will |
Judul coare fo vex FEpliraim 7
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“ lang-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meckness,
* temperance.” Does Protestontism necessarily produce
this fruit # Does our government exhibit and bring forth
this fruit in Ireland ? I leave the proof of this to Lord
Kenyon, or any who are enterprising emough to at-
tempt it ; *fie is nod a Jew which iz one ontwardly, but
ke is a Jew which is one inveardly.” If we are verily and
indeed Clxistians, * i we live in the Spirtt ki us walk in
5 the spivit. Let us wot be desirons of voin glovy, pro-
“ voking one another, envying one another”™ 1t vhall
be my endeavour to maintsin this epirit while I seek
to serve “the strong meat of the word,” the meat of
Christian Principles to zll who will become my guests.
I offer it to the public ungarnished and undisguised ;
and if by chance its appearance or taste may not exactly
plesse the palate of epicurcan critics, 1 will at least
take care that it shall be in the power of no ome to
ohject to its want of plainncss: still less to condemn
it s measured out in partielity to sny man or set
of men in particular. Upon all matters and measures
involving religious principles, it behoves us to * speak
out,” to be Ymo respeciers of persoms™ and Az mo
man can serve two masters, as ““fhe servand of the
Lord shall prosper,”™ let us shew ourselves nut s0 much
Proiestants, as Christians, ** seeking first the kingdom of
God,” confident in the promise that *“*all ofher things shall
Jllow after.” 'There are ecclesiastical and religious as
well as secular and civil politics: to the former I confine
my pen, and I publish my opinions, not because I think
them better than any which others can form, but because,
 gx there in @ way which seemeth right (o a man bui the
end thereof is death,” we may all help each other to weed
out that which is wild, to propagate in its stead that which
is sweet : because in the hands of those who desire only
a3
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lmprovement, even the failores of the weuk are capable of

ministering strength to the fallible. Let us begin with
the consideration of subjects, on which few obeervations
suffice.

First, as {0 THE WEVIVAL OF coNvocation. It hasever
hitherto been a matter of considerable doubt to me whether
this revival would be to the advantage and adification even
of the clergy themeelves; I have always suspected that
those who advocate it are only seeking to erect s stago
for the exhibition of their own mountebank opinions and
religion, {o the grest disgust and annoyance of all sensible
epectators, But it may be ssked of me “ Who made thee
& judge in this matter #” 1 comfess my srrogance znd
incompetency. T refer my reader to far better authority.
Let any one read * Certain Letlers,” by L. 8. E. which the
Bishop of Londop has selected for recommendation to his
Clergy, out of all modern publications—Let him then
purspe hie studies by perusing “ Speeches, &c. deliverad
at the Mecting of the Clergy held at Liversedge, on the
15th of Auzust, 1834, &  Rivingions ™ be will then
perhaps be better gualificd than T am to judge of the
obeervation which I copy from s most forcible article
im the * Britigh-Critic,” (No. xxxiii page 221.) on
# Extremes in Religion."— ds o restoring the Comvoca-
¥ tion, the strongest argument against gny such attempt,
 is the possible intrusion of suek men as Mr. Gathercole ;
* gnd the tumult and uproar of which they would wmake 1
s ihe stage™

Let us proceed to PLUBRATITIRE, XON-rEsipExer, and
sixEcunres. On these suobjects I have not npw to make
Enown my objecticn to friends, or I may add te epemies,
who hopopr me with their antipathies as a Church Res
furmer.

1 thercfore say pp more here agninst their exist.
ence, than what may serve to show a fallacy in the
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Bishop of london's opinion; a fallacy which being
found in *“ A Charge to his Clergy, July, 1834,"
(since published,) I may justly say amounts to an frvor
of doctrine, The Bishop says, * Pluralities are a legacy
which we inherited from the papal dominion:" (psge 21)
what, I ssk, has this to do with their continuance? Is
John at liberty to rob Paul, because Peter set him the
example? 1 defy tlhe Bishop of London to defend by
Seripture the position he has now taken up regarding
pluralities. His lordship goes on to ey, * their continwmmce
was necessary,” &c¢. What ? has not his lordship (page 19)
proclaimed them * zorome dn principle ¥ Have they not
for conturies been deprecated ss “ epils 7 What then
enjoineth St. Paul, “ apmon that whick is evil, deave fo
that whick 18 good™  If they are evil, if they are * wrong
in principle,” and 1 rejoice to have AT zasT Dr. Blomficld's
asgent to this truth, then to defend their. continuance n
the past is to make EXFEDIENCY the first rule, and vrE
LEADING PRINCIPLE—it i5 to say, “ 1 am tempted of
God"—it i to say, that we may do evil that good may
come. 1s this Scripture dectrinc¥ Dr. Blomfield i= not
surely enlisted under the banners of predestination to sin ;
1 write boldly as on & point of doctrine I ought to write—
1 serve but one Master, even Christ the Lord ; ** thowgh
it must needs de that offences come, yet woe wnlo Mm by
whom they come.” Plarslities may be ‘* enficing,” men,
laity, and bishops, may voie them profitable: but * the
rich mon fadeth away in kis ways ™ as the flower of the
grass he shall pass awoy. * Blessed is the man that
endureth temptation. Let no man say when ke is templed,
I am templed of God: for God cunnot be tempted with
EVIL, neither templeth he any man, Bul EVERY MAX 18
TEMPTED WHEN HE IS DRAWN AWAY OF HIS OWN LUST, AND
envicen” (James, ch. i) That which is * evil,” that
a4



