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NARRATIVE, &

HE man who hoids a publick office is re-
fponfible to the publick for his condu& in it.
Of this denomination is the Mafterfhip of an en-
dowed Grammjar-School, The publick hss a juft
claim on every Mafter of fuch 2 School for the
conftant exertion of his literary abiliies. From
fuch a difcharge of his duty, and from fuch alope,
he may have reafon to hope for the favour and pa-
tronage of a difcerning neighbourhood.

An equal+degree of refponfibilicy to the publick
tribunal, the Truftees or Governars of an endowed
Grammar-School fubject themfelves to on rheir
entrance into office, ‘True it is, that they alt ina
different department from that of the Mafter, But
unlefs their endeavours co-operate with his exer-
tions, the wilhes and expectations of the publick
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are not likely to be fully anfiwered, Their counte-
nance is neceffary to bis fuccefs, But if, inftead of
giving him their friendly aid and prote&ion, to
fweeten his toils of duty, and to fmooth its rugged
paths, they unhappily refolve to oppofe every
effort he can make, fuch unhappy refolutions' are
the certain forervnners of ruin and defirufion:
vain and fruitle(s are all {fubfequent hopes of fuc~
cefs: an unnatural oppofition from this quarter
fuddenly blafts the expectations both of the publick
and of the mafters sZum of, iices, periifii.

Short as I with the following narrative to be,
neceflity will, 1 fear, compel me o prowraét it w a
length agreeahle neither to my reader nor myfelf,

In the year 1769 I received my appointment to
the Mafterfhip of Bruton School, in the following
form ;——

« Know all men by thefe prefents, that the Righe
¢ Hon. John Lord Berkeley, Thomas Samplon,
<« Robert Pavy, John Dampier, George Cox,
* Wiliam Vigar, Gerard Martin, Harry Albin
¢ Martin, Jofeph Whitehead, John Morren, Thomas
¢ Whitchead, William Snooke, Governors of the
* Free Grammar-School of King Edward the Sixth

3 in



[ 41

* in Bruton, in the courty of Somerfet, by virtue
“ and in purfuance of the power and authority to
< them given, in and by the charter granted in the
“ reign of the faid King, and of all and every or
“ any other power and authority in them vefted or
* repofed, have nominated and appointed, and by
¢ thefe prefents do nominate and appoint Edward
 Michell, late of Kingfbridge in the county of
¢ Devon, but now of Bruton aforefaid, Clerk,
* from the date hereof to be Mafter of the faid
¢ School, as long as he #thall behave well in his
< office, for the education, reaching, and inftruftion
“ of youth in grammar, And we do further ap-
« point him, during fuch time for the purpofe
¢ aforefaid, the pcﬁ'ellion,i,ul‘c, and occupation of
¢ the faid fchool, fchaal-houfe, garden, green, and
“ appurtenances 0 the fame belonging, and an
¢ annual ftipend or falary of fifty pounds, clear of
# ali deductions, to be iffued 9nd paid to him by
“ equal half-yearly payments ‘gt Chriftmas and
« Midfummer, out of the rents, r@yenues, and pro-
¢ firs of the lands, tenements, hereditaments, or
¢ other emoluments belonging or appertaining to
« the faid {chool, the firlt payment to be made on
¢ Chriftmas-day next enfuing the date hereof. In
% witnefs whereof the faid Governors have put their
* commeon feal and fubferibed their names to thefe

a3 « prefents,
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" ¢ prefents, the fourteenth day of Auguft one thou=
% {and feven hundred and fixty-nine.

L1 Bg,-h‘fg’
« Yobr Dampier,
% Gerard Martin,
« Thomas W bitehead,
¢ Fofeph Whitebead,
« Harry Albin Martin,
« Jabiy Morven,
< William Swooks,

«Ydo approve of the within appointment,
- . E. Bath & Wells.”

Here I wounld obferve, that Mr, H. A. Martin,
who drew the appointment, informed me that the
words clear of all deduitions would fully anfwer the
intention of the Governors, by guarding me againft
expences of ady kind. On this affurance, a fair
copy was drawn for the fignature of the Governors.
The fchool, at which not a fingle boy had been
educated for fourteen years immediately preceding
my appointment, now began to revive, - I had fe-
veral young gentlemen from Devonfhire and this
neighbourhood in my houfe, and many day-boys
from the town and circumjacent villages. )

In
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*1Tn the yéar 1771, thié late Eord Beikeley; feeing
the duty to be dont by the Mafter mere than equal
to the emoluments of his office, propofed to the
Goveinors, that with a view of railing my falary
he would pay off their-debr of 230l This liberal
offer was gladly acceptéd. In cenfequence of this
difcharge of the debt; the fllowing appointment
was drawn by Me. H. A. Mariin, and appreved of
by the Governofs!

« Whereas Edward Mickell, of Bruton in the

« county of Somerfet, Clerk; by deed of appoint-
% rrient dated the fourteentht day of Avguft 1769,
« duly executed and confirmed, was eléfted and
“ appoirited Mafter of ¢Hé Free Grammar-School
¢ of King Edward the Sixth in Bruton aforefaid, as
“ long ds he fhould behavé well in his office; with
« ah appdintment of 4 fipend ot falary of fifiy
« pounds a year, clear of all deductiens, to be iffu-
¢ ing and pdid out of thie rents, revenues, and pro-
« fits of the lands, tenements, hereditaments, or
¢ other emoluments, belonging or appertaining to
¢« the faid fchool, which was as much as could then
“ be appropriated to his ufe, paying a proper atten-
“ tion to the difcharge of a debt of 250l. due from
% the faid fchool ; but the faid 240l. having been
“ fince paid off and difcharged by the Right Hon.
' ¢ John



¢ John Lord Berkeley, Baron of Stratton, for the
< henefit and advantage of the {aid Edward Michell
< and the fucceeding Maifters for the time being,
“ We, the Governotrs of the faid fchool, whofe
# pnames are hereunder fubferibed, duly confidering
¢ the ftate of the faid fchool revenues and difburfe-
¢ ments, therefore, and in purfuance of the powers
“ to us given in and by the charter granted by
<« Edward the Sixth, by and with the advice and con-
¢ fent of the Right Warfhipful the Lord Bifhop of
¢ Bath and Wells, have nominated and appointed,
“ and by thefe prefents do nominate and appoint to
< and for him the {aid Edward Mickell, as lonz as
¢ he fhall continue and ba Mafter of the {2id fthool,
 the further annual ftipend or falary of thirty
“ pounds (making with the fifty pounds the yearly
* fum of eighty pounds) clear of all deductions, to
* be iffuing and paid him yearly, and on Midfum-
* mer-day in every year, out of the rents, revenuces,
“ and profits of the lands, tenements, heredita-
“ ments, or other emoluments belonging or apper-
* taining to the faid {thool, the fitft payment to be
“ made on the 24th day of ] une pext enfuing the
# date hereof,

¢ In witnes whereof the faid Governors have
“« put their commoen feal, and fubferibed their
¢ names
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* names to thefe prefeats, the thirtiech day of
« November one thoufand feven hundred and
* {eventy-one,

* E. Bath 3 Wells.
« Brrkeley,
« Yofeph Whitchead,
< Harry Aibin Martin,
< Gerard Martin,
' Thomas Whitebead,
« William Swooke,
©« Charles Moore,
 (reorge Cox,
o %oby Morrem™

There was now ¢very appearance of a rifing
fchiool. In the midft of this pleafing profpedt, a
fudden coolnefs towards me on the part of two of
-the Eading (Governors arofe, a coolneis unaccount-
able then, and unaccounted for to this day. I
© begged an explanation; none could be obtained.
Whoever has experienced a fimilar treatment, will
be enabled to judge of my feelings, The confide-
ration of my Lord Berkeley's advanced age, at
whofe death the fole government of the fchool
would in fat devolve on thefé my two cool friends,
determined me to take the firft convenient oppor-

tunity of leaving Bruton. A very advantageous
one



