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A BIria.

T'o be entitled An Act to establish a uniform und efficient Sys-
tem of Public Tnstruction in the State of Alabama, and io
vepeal the Act “ To vender more efficient the System of
Public Schools in the Stats of Alabama,” approved Febru-
ary 14th, 1856, and the “Act to amend An Act to render
mors efficient the System of Free Public Schools in the State
of Alabama,” approved 248k February, 1860,

Be it enacted by the Benate and Iowse of Representatives of
the State of Alabama in General Assembly convened, Thab
to carry into effect the provisions of our State Constitution ;
to realize the objects of the General GGovernment in making
grants and appropriations for the establishiment of Schools
in each towuship, and to extend upon equal terms to all
the ¢hildren of our State, the inestimable blessings of fiberal
instruetion, the following aystem of Public Instruction is
hereby established in this State, and the act * To render
more efficient the system of Public Bchools in the State of
Alsbama,” approved 14th February, 1856, and the aet
amendatory thereto, approved 24th February, 1860, are

hereby repealed.

TITLE—~PUBLIC TNSTRUCTION.

Crar, L—Stats Superintendent.

Secnof 1. The supervision und coutrol of Public In-
struction in this State shall be vested in 8 Btate Superio-
tendent, who shall be elected by the General Assembly, and
shall hold his office for three years; and shall be Jiable to
be removed from office by the Governor for neglect of duty
or misconduct at any time during his term ; and any vacancy
that may occur in said office of State Superintendent shall

#



4

be supplied by appointment by the Governor, until the
next regular meeting of the General Assembly ; Provided,
that in the event of such removal, the Governor shall at
the time commumicate his reasons therefor, in writing, to
the Superintendent thus removed, and also to the General
Assembly, if in session, if not, within ten days after their
next meeting.

Skc. 2. The State Superintendent shall, before entering
on the duties of his office, take and subseribe an oath to
be filed in the office of the Secretary of State, that he will
faithfully dischurge its duties; and olso give bond, with
seeurity appreved by the Governor, in the sum of twenty
thousaud dollars, for the faithful performance of the same.

See. 3. The office of State Superintendent of Publie
Tustruetion shall be located ot the sest of Government in
the eity of Montgomery, in s room in the Capitol, assigned
to him by the (iovernor ; and he shall keep his office open
durivg oftice hours, and shall permit his beoks to be in-
spected by all school officers, o committee of either House
of the Geners! Assembly, and such visitors as are inter-
ested in Public Tnsiraction, when not officially cagaged
elsewhere.

8ro. 4. He shall visit each County in the State, at least
ouce, during  his term of office, for the purpoze of eonfer-
ring with the people and the school officers, counseling
with the teachers, and delivering such lectures fo the schools
and the people us will be caleulated to awaken an interest
in the canse of education, nnd produce improvements in
the government, methods of instruction, and discipline of
the Public Schools; he shall, trom time to time, prescribe
justruetious to the County Buperintendents, Trustees, Di-
rectora ond Teachers, for the systematic performance of
their duties, and the proper management of the Schools.

Skc. 5. He shall prepare aud preserve in well bound
official books, complete, and particular exhibits of the con-
dition of all the schools under his supervision, and the con-
dition of the Public School fund of each towwsship in every
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county, specifically diseriminating as to the portion derived
from ite 16th section fund, and from all other sources, des-
ignating the smounts of money apportioned to said town-
ships and counties; the number of schools, teachers and
pupils, the arount of expenditures in each township, what
for, and from what sources derived.

Sre. 6. Tle shall see to the faithful dishursement of all
moneys set apart and appropriated by this act, or from
whatever sources raised for Public School purposes, taking
a8 a basis of such disbursement, the returns, made to him
next Prcq;ed?ng such disbursement, of the nomber of chil-
dren within the educational age in the various townships
of this State.

Szc. 7. He shall by the fiest day of June, 1567, and an-
nually thereafter, send out to the Connty Superintendents
of each county, a statement of the proximate amount, per
child, which he will pay them st the end of the following
scholastic year,

8rc. 8. He shall, ulse, on or before the first day of June,
annually, send out to cach County SBuperintendect in the
State, & statement showing the exact smount due and pay-
able to each township for the scholastic year to close on
the 30th of June, following.

8rc. 9. Te shall, whenever required, give advice, expla-
uationg, construction or information in writing, to school
officers, or to citizens, relative to the School Laws, the du-
ties of officers, rights and duties of parents, guardians,
pupils and all others,—and shall, from time to time, ad-
dress eirculur letters to the County Superintendents, Trus-
tees, Directors and Teachers, giving advice as to the best
manner of conducting the schools, conatructing school-
houses, furnishing the eame, and on all other subjects which
may impart aid and encouragement to the cause of nni-
versal education.

&ec. 10. He shall prepare and transmit to the proper
officers, suitable forms and blanks for Teachers’ Rugisters,
snd for making the report required under the provisions of
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this Aet, and all other necessary torms, regulations and
instructions for conducting the various proceedings and
details of the system in a uniform nnd efficient manner.

See. 11, He shail, on or before the 15th day of Oectober,
present an annual report of his administration of the ays-
tem of Public Instruction to the Governor, in which he
shall furnish a brief exhibit :

1. Of his labors, the resalts of his experience and obser-
vation gs to the operation of said system, and suggest the
remedy for the observed imperfections.

2, Ao abstract of the reports received from the County
Superintendents, exhibiting the condition of the Public
Sehools.

3. Estimatcs and accounts of expenditures, and a state- |
ment of the apportionment of money to the several coun-
ﬁm i

4, OFf plans for the jmproversent of the Sehool Fund,
and the betler organization of the Publie Schools.

5. He shali present o comparison of the results of the
year last closed with the results of the preceding yeor or
years, so as to indieate the progress made in the business
of Publie Instruction,

6. He shall furcish such other iwformation relative to
the system of Public Instruction—the Schools, the Gov-
ernmeni Funds, annual Revenues, &e., &c., as he may deem
expedient fo communieate.

7. He shall append to said report statistical tables com-
piled from the materials transmitted to his office, by the
proper officers, with proper summaries, averages und fotals.
Tfe shall, also, append a statement of the annusl collec-
tipps of School Revenue, and his npportionment thereof,
and, when he deems it of sufficient interest wo to do, he
shall append extracts from the ecorrespopdence of the
school officers, tending to show either the salutary or de-
foctive operations of the system or any of its parts.

8, When the report is laid before the Governor, he shall
order the Secretary of State to have printed in the same
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manner and upon the spame conditions that other publie
printing is done during the recess of the Legislature, a
aufficient number of copies to supply all the school officers
of the State, and for the usnal exchange with other States;
and it shall be the duty of the Superintendent to distribute
the same aa indicated in this section.

Sec. 12. The State Superintendent shall have power to
direct nod cause the County Superintendent, or Trustee of
the townships, to withhold from any School officer or
teacher any part of the School moneys, until such officer
or teacher shall have complied with the requirements of
this Act, relating to his duties, and he may forbid the pay-
ment of any part of the School Fund to any township or
district in which the Sehool or S8chools have not been kept
in aecordance with the laws regulating the same.

Src. 13. He may, upon examination, or on the recom-
mendation of a County Superintendent. or on other evi-
dence satisfactory to himself, grant & certificate of quali-
fication, which until revoked, shall be conclusive evidence,
that the person to whom it is granted is qualified by his
moral character, learning and ability, to teach in the Publie
Behools in this State, and such certificate shall be vulid any-
where in the State, and the holder thereof shall not be
subject to further examination, and upon cause shown he
may annul any certificate granted by himsell, his predeces-
sor, or by any Uounty Superintendent.

8Ec. 14. The State Superintendent shall decide, with-
out appeal, and without cost to the parties, all controver-
sies or disputes thot may arige under the School Laws of
this State, the facts of which controversies or disputes
shall be made known to him through the County Superin-
tendent, by written statements by the parties thereto,
verified by oath if required, and aceompanied by eertified
copies of all documents necessary to a full understanding
of the question in dispute: Provided, that nothing con-
tained in this section shall be so construed ss preventing
any questions that may arise under this law, from beiug
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subject to the jurisdiction of, and being tried in the Courts
of Law or Equity of this State.

Bec. 15. He shall file and arrange in the order of time,
and keep in his office, nll procecdings on every appeal to
him, ineluding hiz decisions, and orders founded thereon.

Sec. 16, He shall have power to remove any County Su-
perintendent, for neglect of duty, incompetency, or iin-
morality, and when he does so he shall immediately notify
the Board of Education of the fact, that they may supply
the vacaney.

Skc. 17. If shall be the duty of the State Superinten-
dent to colleet in his office such school books, maps, charta,
apparatus, Geological and Mineralogical specimens as can
be obtained without cost to the State, and also to purchase
such rare and valusble works on education, (not to exceed
fifty dollars worth per annum,) as cannot be obtained oth-
erwise, to be used ag books of reference for the benefit of
teachers,

SEc. 18. He shall canse as many copies of the School
Laws, with necessary forms, instruetions and regulations,
to.be from time to time printed and distributed atnong the
school officers, as he may deem the publie good requires,

Sec, 19, If at ooy time by fatlure of the General As-
sembly fo make an eleclion, or by death, resignation or
otherwise, the offico of Superintendent of Public Instrue-
tion shall be vacant, the Governor shall sppoint some per-
son to discharge its dutics, who shall be entitled to all the
powers, and bound by the same provisions as though he
had been regularly elected.

8Ec. 20. The State Superintendent shall trisnnually
hold & convention of County Superintendents, at the City
of Montgemery. for the purpose of consultation in regard
to the workings of the School System ; for the adoption of
a series of text-books to be used in all the schools of the
State, and for the adoption of & uniform course of studies
for all the High and Normal schools of the State: and
when said conventiou shall, by a majority of the. members
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