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PRELITDE.

Mother Nature contributes the elements
and qualities and ““temperament'” of the
individual; and no matter what the eduea-
tion, oecupation, position or experience,
those native tendencies persist.

One who is born with the disposition for
mental frivoling and a keen sense of non-
sense dizeovers hat these fendencies per-
sist with far greater tenacity than any
impulses of anger or fear or other destrue-
tive elements. The writer of this little
book has found them subordinate only to
the thirst for knowledge and the love of
truth.

When the author of this ““romance’
finally renounced the small gods of her
personal ambitions, and surrendered the
diverting ocenpation of newspaper work
for serious instruction in the School of
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6 Discords of Devolulion

Natural Science, she merely restrained but
never eliminated that Sense of Nonsense.
The native tendeney toward intellectual
badinage and literary travesty persisted—
and even to the present time it furnishes
relaxation from the absorbing duties in
connection with The Great Work.

Science, if it be Seience, must take into
account all of the facts of Human Nature;
and Philosophy, if it be Philosophy, must
inelude and assign to place every intellec-
tual, native and normal tendency of the
Soul.

Science and Philosophy that have no
room for the incongruities of life and the
frivolings of the intelligence are only par-
tial mentors and masters.

The workshop occupies g0 much of life,
thonght and energy, that no one should re-
fuse an ocecasional hour in the play room.

Confidence in the good sense of the read-
ers of the Harmonie Series forbids the
thought that this litile satire should be
mistaken for a reflection upon the Verities
of the School of Natural Science, or that



Prelude 7

it could be so misinterpreted as to dis-
eredit the Harmonie Philosophy.

In so far as it is a travesty it deals, not
with the facts of Seience and the Truths of
Philesophy, but with the people and the
things which diseredit hoth.

“The Dream Child'" and the first sketch
of *“*Dizeords of Devolution’ were writ-
ten at the same time and place, but at dif-
ferent desks.

This was done in Washington City, at
the time of my separation from newspaper
life,

The one stands for that earliest concept
and idenl of the Great Law, while the other
represents the undertone of nonsense which
instruction, experience and self-denials
have subdued but never eliminated.

The manuseript of this little volume has
been read, from time to time, by friends
who have nrged its publication. This,
however, was never seriously intended un-
til the ‘‘Interlude’ (Chapter XTI.), was
contributed by the TK, which interlude
gives to the whole a definite meaning and



