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INTRODUCTION

HamiTon's entire correspondence, exclusive of
his state papers, pamphlets, etc., fills three octavo
volumes. Much of it is uninteresting to-day to
any but a student of the past, and will never be
approached by the general reader. Taken as a
whole, the letters form almost a history of the times,
but that history has been written more than once
in a manner to require less effort on the part of
the temperately inquiring mind. This selection
has been made with a view to throw as much light
as possible on the man. They reveal him in many
of his moods, and although they have not, in cvery
case, the high literary quality peculiar to his great
reports and pamphlets, a few, the letter to Laurens,
describing the capture and decath of André, for
instance, could hardly be improved upon, The
letter to Duane is the most remarkable; and even
by those to whom at first glance it may appear very

! long and very dry, it will well repay a careful study,
—not only because in it a young man of twenty-
_three first hewed the foundation stones of a great
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Republic, but because it throws many side-lights on
the workings of Hamilton's mind and character.
In it, indeed, are to be found indications of every
part of the immediate and future Hamilton, with
the sole exception of that not inconsiderable spot
which was more than responsive to the other sex.

Those who would fill in the spaces which exist
necessarily between the letters of this little collec.
tion, will find the missing links in the first, fifth,
and sixth volumes of “ The Works of Alexander
Hamilton,” J. C. Hamilton edition. They are in

every public library. Those so fortunate as to |

possess the Lodge edition arc not in npced of
instructions.

The letters to the Provincial Congress are to be
found in the Journal of that body.

The letter to James Hamilton, Jr, and the cor '

respondence with Burr are contained in the last
pages of the * History of the Republic.” The
correspondence of Washington with Hamilton and

Jefferson, regarding the battle in the Gazettes |
between the Secretaries, is copied from the tenth }

volume of Sparks' “Writings of George Wash.
ington.”
The several letters o Hamilton, scattered through
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this volume, are introduced for too obvious reasons
to require explaration.

If Hamilton kept his love-letters, some true
friend suppressed them after his death. But, rea-
soning from the wellknown honour and wariness
of his character, it is more than likely that he
destroyed all such effusions promptly. But where
are those he himself wrote? Not one to a woman
but his wife has ever come to light. Had they out-
lasted him a generation they would have been bought
or stolen by his enemies, and flung to the public
long since. Perhaps he never wrote any. When
a man has the brain thoroughly to appreciate his
weakness for woman he is often very careful of
himself on paper. And Hamilton’s short life was a
phenomenally busy one. It is a wonder he ever
found time to make love; the inditing of his sen-
_ timents must surely have seemed superfluous. But
his annual receipts must have been heavy.

The reviewers of * The Conqueror " have accused
me of too much enthusiasm, which, logically, they
decide has led to a violent partisanship and much
one-sidedness. Probably no reviewer living has
any enthusiasm left in him,— small blame to him,
—and it is one of the peculiar weaknesses of human
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