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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

HE accounts of the Isle of Man we find on record are,
generally speaking, meagre and of » personal character ;

at every etep we meet with inadequaey of information. Woe are
supplied with a narrative of a few superficial events only,
National history appears to have been held in little or no esteem
by the bistorian. Even those narrationgwhich are indubitably

" authentic have not been well understood, and, of course, not well
discussed ; although, during our conneetion with the ancient
kingdom of the Isles of Scotland, Manx history was full of
stirring incidents, which, even at the present day, are franght
with much ethnological interest, in reference to the surrounding
nations, as well as to the graat Celtic tribes of Earape.

The maltitnde of atuthors who have, from time to time, under-
taken the task of giving accounts of the Ialand, have done so
cursorily and without adequate study, or under the influsnce of
fendal supremacy, and therefore have produced works not to in-
form the publie, but to suit their own convenicnoce or to serve the
interesta of their patrons for the time being. This deficiency of
recorded facts is the greatest desideratum I have encountered in
compiling this paper. Failing direct evidence therefore, I have



iv PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS.

endeavoured fo arrive at some conclusions by reasoming from
anulogy ; but in endeavouring to give a record of all the facts in
reference to the armorial bearinga of the Isle of Man which I
have met with, I hope I am not blind to the foregoing difficul-
tiea; for, perhaps, in tracing the Learings from modern times
into remote antiquity, I run the risk of becoming tedious to the
reader, and in reasoning on the fendal rights and prerogatives of
the Kings of Man, or the constitutional privileges and usages of
the people, their subjects, my anological disquisitions may not be
devoid of anomalies. TFor I am well aware that an attempt to
open up some sbetruse points of Celtic ethnology will be incom-
plete. But I think the eubject worthy of an attempt; and
having once drawn the nttention of the public to it, let me hope
that the clew will be taken up by others more competent to
perform the task, and the skein unravelled throughout its
ramifications.

To some it may appear that the quaintness of the deviee of
the three legs, and the insignificance of the territory occupied by
the Manx people are such that a particular treatise is uncalled
for; I helieve that these opinious, and others similar to them,
are the principal reasons why some particular guestions of
much interest to the Island have never been investigated, and
why our history remaine only a mengre record of the bloody and
daring exploite of a fow etirring men, or of the local enactments
which law and usage have established in the country, without
any attempt to explain their motives of action or their conse-
quences : but every thinking mind must feel that however
valuable the example of such persons may be, the history of a
people or nation comprises more than these.



