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PREFACHE.

To ur Ferrow-Teicuers: [n alleginoce to the free-mascury of
aonr ordaer, I hold that 2 teacher who invents or discovera a plan which
proves ftsell good in the working should pass it slong to the next, and
indead offer the beneflt of it to all

These little plays I have prepared for my own school ss a fmal
review of each country before beginning & new ooe,

We all know that the children wost, of neccesity, study one or two
States only ateach lessot, aod 1t is diffculs to make them take a com-
prehensive vlew of the country s a unit. The boundary lines on the
tmap are too deflnite to be ignored, and sa the political diedeions are
Apt to be more prominent to the childs mind then the naturel rela-
tions. [ have tried in my little plays to overcome in some messure
these difficalties. [ think they should mever be gsed unifl a country
has been fulthfolly studled 1o the Geography, and until the child is
fumniliar with all the namea hi 18 lkely to mect in the play, which will
then seTve ks & eummary of previous knowledge.

I have heen greatly tempted to extend my range of toplos; for

- instance, in the preseot ease, to toneh upon the moonds of the Missis-
aippi and Ohlo valleys, the recent discovorles of the cave-dweltiogs in
Colorado, &c.; and aleo to introduce more history. But I havs
decided that it iz better adapted to the average child of ten or twelve
years, if left in the presant concise form, referring only to such promd-
nent facts as he reslly can remember, and is likely to make constent
use of; while to the teacher it may serve as a frame-work or engges-
tion for & much broader and more valuable review for sech pupils s
can sppreciats it 5



8 PREFACR.

Az & mpplementary reading-book, it has the ld'l'l-il_lhl'l' of short
paragraphs, and an animating effect opon a class; since, ¥ each child
personates a Btaie, he must be slweys on the slert, and Interested In
his neighbor's topies, in order to bring in bis own part properly.

While I have prepared the plays for my pupils, I bhave alwaye
expected them to prepare for themselves a little set of cards, of which
I give a sample. This game wa play oceasionally. and sa keep alive
our knowledge of namee and places. Sometimes 1 take all the cards,
read the list of cities, and give the card to the one whe can tell the
name of the State. That l¢ the emsiest way of sll, and iz good for
practice when the game fa first made. But {n reverss the plen, give
the name of the Stste and reqoire the cities, or at least & majority
of them, is better; or to distribute the cards smong the children, and
bet them call upon each other in torm, best of all.

I offer these suggestions morely, for I know that each teacher's own
wiy will work hest in her own school.

SAMPLE OF THE CARD.

BOSTON.
Bevporis. fnlond Ntier and Towns.
Savum, Bruinomzio, Hapixr,
MiEnLEEEAD, Worcxsrzx, HoLyoxs,
GLOUOESTER, Brroaeoro, Tauorrox,
PuruorTH, Fair Rrver, Quixer,

3 -Pnuvr.ln::nmn. CorooEn, LEXiaToN,
New BEDFOBRD, CaMpzings,
NEwBORTFORT, LowkLL, Laweewos,
CoinLgarowrs (Navy Yard). Havzraoy, Lymm.

MASBACHUSETTS should ba in lorge Isiiers on e back
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L
UNITED STATES.

Room decorated with the American JRag ; and each child
wedrs & fttle flag, ond & card with the name of the Sate
which he represents

They march in fo some notiong! fune (Y The Star-Span-
gled Banner ™).

Stranger (who may be the leacher or one of the older
pupils). What ig thiz floating banner, with its stars and
stripes, and who are these children that follow it to the
sound of such stirring music?

Tnited States. We are a band of brother and aister Btates
stretching from the Atlantio Ocean to the Pacific, and from
the great lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. We are not ruled
by a king, but are bound together by laws of our own mak.
ing, and governed by a President chosen by the people. Per-
hapa we are not so old noreo wise as some other countries,
but every year will improve us in these respecta. And now
if you would like to know some of our States more inti-
mately, they shall tell you what they have of tressures and
sdvantages. Here is a little New England group; let them

T
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speak first, for, if they are oot very large, they are still the
oldest of us all.

Maine. Do you want masts for your ships, or lumber to
build them? Fhen let me take you down to Bangor, and
back into the old pine foreste with the lumbermen.

Alabama. Wait a minate! Don’t suppose yon have all
the lomber! I am sure my masts snd spars are equal to any
you can show.,

North Caroling. Aond who has better pine-trees than I?
Think of all the tar, pitch, end torpentine that I make!

Washington and Oregon. You make me laugh, old
friends. Why, don’t yon know that my fir-trees are three
or four hundred feet higl, and that the Pamfic gide i the
place for ship-building¥ But don’t lat’s dispute. We are
each good in our own way. Iet Maine go on with Lis
HLOTY,

Meine,. Well, if you, Alabama, snd you too, Washington,
will come down to Bath and Belfast, we will build you ships
as fine as any you ever saw, And if Oregon has a Portland,
g0 have we, with ooe of the hest harbors in the world. It
i=n’t frozen in the coldest weather; and that reminde me to
tell you of the (Grand Trunk [iailroad that brings the winter
passengers down from Canada to take the steamers for
Europe that esil out of onr harbor when their 8t. Lawrence
River is full of ice. Then, if you want lime, I will send you
gome from Rockland and Thomaston ; and if yon woold like
cotton cloth by the mile or the bundred iniles, come down
to Lewiston and Biddeford. Biddeford, T think, must have
been named for old Biddaford in Deven, where lived Amyas
Leigh, and where 8ir Walter Raleigh used to visit.

Massachusetts, 1 don’t want to be impolite ; but when
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you talk of cotton factories, I wish you could just see my
Merrimae River. I believe it turna more apindles than any
other river of ita size in the world; and there are on ita
banks big cities, — Lawrenece, and Lowell, and Haverhill, and
Newburyport, — all busy s bees, Why, you can hear the
hum of the factories all day long,

South Coroling. But what wourld you do if we didn’c send
you any cotton to spin ? ;

Missizsippi and Alzbama And we, too, and Georgia
besides.

Massachusetts. Ah, that would be very hard, like the war
times. But we won't let that happen again — will we?

New Hampshire. Yoo mustn't leave the Merrimac with-
out sailing up to my part of it, and eeeing what spinning
and weaving it can do in Nashna and Manchester. And
why are you talking of nothing but work, when you can
find such beautiful plaves for play, if you will follow up the
vivera to their mountain-bomes, and see the Glen, and the
Notch, and the Flome, and the Old Man of the Mountains;
to say oothing of Lake Winnepiseogee and the grand peaks
of Washington, Jefferson, Adama, and the rest.

Maine. [If you want mountaing and lakes, let me spesk,
for I haven't had a chance to say a word about Katahdin, or
Murs Hill, or Mooschaad Lake, or the Schoodics.

New York., 1think Maine has said enongh for the present.
Haven't I lakes, with fine old Indian names too; s whole string
of them, And Vermont and I together own as pretty a lake
as you will find the world aver. There are stories about it too,
MacDonough’s victory on Lake Champlain, and stories abont
old Bamuel Champlain, who discovered it. And if you come
down to Lake George, who doesn’t know about Fort Ticons



